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DEATH 

bides a mle horse 


RHODESIAN 


A. THE OF¬ 
FICIAL S.O.F. 
BELT BUCKLE 


OLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 


airborne 


B. SOF PATCH 
81.75 

C. SUBDUED 
PATCH 81.75 


K. LIFETOOL 

$14.95 — 

Tyrants 


H. MINI-14 FOREARM Only 813.95 

Made of the same high quality resin as the Mini-14 
peep Sight. $1.25 Pf>H. 


PHOENIX 


P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Overseas Orders add 20 % 
Colo. Residents Add 3% 

VISA and MasterCharge 


I, SURVIVAL 
RESCUE TOOLt 
fl-36.00 


G. TERM A-LITE II 5.5” long, 1.125” diameter pocket 
light weighs only 4 oz., yet runs 4 hours on 2 AA 
Alkaline cells. Fool-proof rotating lens switch with vir¬ 
tually indestructible ABS and polycarbonate body. 
1300 candiepower white-light output Is unmatched for 
its size. Completely waterproof to 2000 feet. $9.95. 


F. THE TEKNA KNIFE Weight is 5 oz.; overall length 
is 7Va inches with Winch-thick-stainless blade having 
a Rockwell hardness of 57-59. The sheath is ABS 
plastic Injection moulded with a spring-loaded one- 
handed ambidextrous thumb release. The straps are 
velcro with auto-spring-loaded tensioning buckle. 
834.95 p\us $1.2 5 P&H. 


PHOENIX 


L. MtnM 4 MATCH 
PEEP SIGHT $4.94 
Plus $1.00 P&H 
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BLACK MEDICINE III 


by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 


Self-defense specialists around the globe have long awaited this third volume in N. 
Mashiro’s infamous Black Medicine series. In Low Blows, Dr. Mashiro reveals his 
favorite techniques for bringing the body's natural weapons into violent and painful 
contact with an opponent’s vulnerable areas. Devastating responses to wrist holds, 
punches, chokes, rear attacks, bear hugs, and special defenses against knife and 
club attackers. Mashiro critiques commonly taught self-defense methods that he 
feels are suicidal. Over 90 dramatic photos make this an excellent self-study guide for 
beginners, and an eye-opening reference book for advanced students and instruc¬ 
tors. Not for weak stomachs. 5!4 X QVz, softcover, illus., 140 pp., ISBN 0-87364-217-7. 

Available April 1981 $10.00 


THE REVENGE BOOK 

by Bob Smith 

Over the phone lines and through the mails, in the 
hands of messengers and on the backs of vermin. 
The Revenge Book tells you how to strike out anony¬ 
mously at those vexing individuals who make life 
miserable for you. Revenge artist Bob Smith paints a 
shadowy panorama of vengeance that is guaran¬ 
teed to enrage your victim's spouse, shock his 
neighbors and business associates, and in short, 
turn the world against him. This devilish concoction 
of trickery is offered for entertainment purposes 
only! 5V6 X 8V6, softcover, cartoons, 90 pp. S6.00 





THE ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE 

by Frederick Hal Vice 
Leave the rat race behind and take 
the fast track to top money. Vice's 
rousing success story can be yours 
with this practical money maker's 
manual that goes far beyond petty 
pep talk and financial fairy tales. 
Solid guidelines, practical exam¬ 
ples, and real-life solutions—no 
get-rich-quick quackery. Dozens 
of case histories support the acces¬ 
sibility of economic independence. 
516 X 816, softcover, 120 pp. $7.95 


DON’T BECOME THE VICTIM 

by Marcus Wayne Ratledge 
Jimmy Carter once called this book’s author "the 
most dangerous criminal in the history of Georgia." 
Now Ratledge’s inside story on practical crime 
avoidance is here. Gives specific, down-to-earth 
details on how to avoid becoming the victim of 
muggers, burglars, con artists, car thieves, rapists, 
etc. A gutsy, real-life guide to effective anticrime 
measures by a reformed criminal and gifted writer. 
5!* X 8Vi, softcover, 120 pp. $6.00 



LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 

by Dr. Bruce Clayton 
Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com¬ 
ing? Life After Doomaday tells you 
how to survive such a radioactive 
nightmare. Includes eye-opening 
information about shelters, food 
Storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 816x11, hardcover, charts, 
drawings, photos. 215 pp. $19.95 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

Never before available to the public. An extremely 
useful, comprehensive training manual on physical 
and combat survival, training, and tactics. Our 
inside sources believe this manual is used to instruct 
the elite Strategic Air Service (SAS). Contains rare 
info on evading and silencing guard dogs, sabotage 
and intelligence gathering, survival navigation, 
primitive medicine, evasion and escape, animal 
traps and snares, and much more. 816 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 160 pp. $12.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book 
Of Dirty Tricks 

An hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and plain 
old enemies. More sophisticated 
and involved tricks are included, as 
devised by CIA and Mafia 
members, and political dirty trick¬ 
sters. Presents over 80 separate 
topics. 516 x 816, 160 pp., 

hardcover. $9.95 


MANTRAPPING 

by Ragnar Benson 

Explains how to use primitive traps to catch and kilt 
that most dangerous animal: Man. Ragnar Benson, 
well known as the author of Survival Poaching, has 
based this gut-wrenching book on his personal 
mantrapping experiences in Africa, North and South 
America, and Cuba. You have fo see this one to 
believe it! Details plans for over a dozen ingenious 
mantraps, such as the Malaysian Hawk, the Andes 
Mountain Trail Trap, and the Cuban Water Trap. A 
must for retreaters. 516 x 816, softcover, illus., 88 pp. 

$ 8.00 



BLACK MEDICINE I & II 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

Volume I, The Dark Art of Death, 
is a thorough analysis of the hu¬ 
man body's vital points, and how 
to exploit them in hand-to-hand 
combat. Volume II, Weapons At 
Hand, presents 112 injury resistant 
parts of the body that are natural 
weapons, as well as 180 lethal 
makeshift weapons. 516 x 816, ac¬ 
tion photos, The Set: $16.00 
Each Volume: $8.00 


HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic, large format guide to making an smg or 
pistol silencer in the home workshop. Over 50 9" x 
12" working machinists drawings are presented, all 
of superb quality. Shows step-by-step construction 
for three different firearm? silencers, all of very 
advanced design. Improvised materials and machin¬ 
ing techniques are suggested, and the text is written 
clearly and concisely. An excellent addition to your 
silencer bookshelf! Note: Home Workshop Silencers 
I is for entertainment and historical purposes only. 9 
x 12, softcover. illus.. 80 PP. $12.00 



THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
KARATE WEAPONS 

by Dr. Ted Gambordella, 4th Dan 
Defend yourself! And learn how to 
do it right with the only compre¬ 
hensive book on karate weapons 
ever published! Shows the proper 
usage and katas for seven lethal 
karate weapons, including nun- 
chuka, yawara sticks, sai, fighting 
knife, tonfa, staff, and bo. 816 x 11, 
hardcover, 870 action photos, 
256 pp. $24.95 


GET EVEN 2 

by George Hayduke 

Outrageous sequel to Hayduke’s underground best¬ 
seller: Get Even—The Complete Book of Dirty 
Tricks. Hayduke’s second volume offers an all-new 
selection of mind-boggling dirty tricks people use to 
Get Even with asinine enemies, big business bums, 
footloose lovers—ripoffs of all types. This inspiring 
volume is a product of public frustration... the little 
guys don’t have to take it any more! For entertain¬ 
ment purposes only. 516 x 816, hardcover, 170 pp. 

$9.95 



SURVIVAL POACHING 

by Ragnar Benson 
Tells the survivalist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan¬ 
ces, using Indian secrets. Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer, elk, bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
plans for many traps, snares, dead¬ 
falls, etc. Truly a fascinating and 
useful selection. 516 x 816, 250 pp., 
hardcover, illus. $12.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES: 


Home Workshop Guns II: 

The Handgun. .... $6.00 

Automatic & Concealable 
Firearms I ... $12.00 

Automatic & Concealable 

Firearms II.$12.00 

Slash and Thrust .. $6.00 

HowTo Kill I ........... S5.00 

How To Kill II. $5.00 

How To Kill III. .$5,00 

How To Kill IV........ .. .$5.00 

How To Kill V. $5.00 

How To Kill: 

Five Volume Set ... $25.00 

(No Volume in the How To Kill Series 
available in Canada) _ 


Principles of Personal 

Defense . $4.00 

Book of the Ninja , .$9.95 

Underwater Demolition Training 
Manual.. ... ..$9.95 

SWAT Team Manual . . $10.00 

Get Tough. , $12.95 

Special Forces Operational 
Techniques $12.95 

Special Forces Handbook .. $8.00 

Black Bag Owner's Manual 3: 
Falseface. .... $6.00 

War Story .. . $14.95 

Ranger Handbook ... . .$8.00 

Home Workshop Guns I: 

The Submachine Gun.$6.00 
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The Pistol 
Pocket 

The Wave of the Future 
Available Now From Bianchi 

—•Pistol Pocket (Model #3) - a totally New 
\Concealment Holster! •Engineered by 
Jk/ Bianchi to ride high! -Designed to hug 
closer to your body! -Fast draw-yet 
absence of bulk! -Handmade & hand 
molded to fit exact gun models! 


Double 
stitched 
seam 

Open 

muzzle 


Sight 

channel 



Write 

today for our 
New 1981 
Full Color 
Catalog 


SEND $1.00 TO: 


At franchized dealers everywhere 
or order direct! 

2-3” AUTO & REV. 4-5” AUTO & REV. 

RUIN $23.95 PLAIN $26.95 

Plus 10% Postage & Handling 
(Calif. Res. add 6% Sales Tax) 100 Calle Cortez, Dept SOF 581, Temecula, CA 92390 



BIANCHI 


CELESTRON GIANT 
11x80 BINOCULARS 



As evaluated in SOF 
December, 1979, p. 61 

PRICE: $349.00 ppd. 
complete with case, lens covers, 
straps and tri-pod adaptor — 
(Other fine binoculars available - 
see our Catalog) 

Weight: Sib. 


K - 88 FOREWARD RECON. 
SCOPE 



As evaluated in SOF 
October, 1979, p. 52 
PRICE: $345.00 ppd. 
complete with mini-pod, case, 
erecting prism and 46x eyepiece - 
(Other eyepieces and photo 
accessories available — see our 
Catalog). 

Weight: 4 lb. 


SEND $2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
Cash, Money Order, Certified Check ONLY, or Master Charge 
or Visa number (and expiration date) to: 

RMS, Inc. 

P.O. Box 4489, Dept. SOF 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Phone (303) 442-6805 


EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
Robert K. Brown 
MANAGING EDITOR 
Jim Graves 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Bob Poos 
SENIOR EDITOR 
M. L. Jones 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Cynthia E.D. Kite Fred Reed 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 
John Metzger 
PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Renee Gitchell 
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Craig Nunn 

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR 
Mary Scrimgeour Jenkins 
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Special Correspondents 
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Randy Wanner 
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Bob Taylor 
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Jay Mallin 
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John Donovan 
SWAT 

Robert Allman 
Ludwig Nicholas Ladas II 
Aviation 
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Dana Drenkowski 
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Alexander McColl 
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BUSINESS MANAGER 


Eugene A. Barron 
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Ronald L Powles 
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T A Greene 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
D. Powles 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
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TYPOGRAPHER 
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MAIL FOREMAN 
Reg Houlihan 

SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Subscription Department 
P.O. Box 1397, Boulder, CO 80306 


NATIONAL ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 

“Sam" 

P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 440*0822 

ADVERTISING ASSISTANT 

Sharalott Currie 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120- 
SI 0) Is published monthly by Omega Group Limited, 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder, CO 80303. (303) 
449-3750. Controlled Circulation Postage Paid At 
Denver, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 1c 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Subscription Department, 
P.O. Box 1397, Boulder, CO 80306. Subscription rates 
for twelve monthly Issues: $24.00 — 2nd Class mall, 
U.S.A;, Canada, Mexico. (Save 20% off Newsstand 
Price) $44.00 — 1st Class (seated envelope) U.S.A., 
Canada, Mexico. $48.00 — Airmail, Europe and Latin 
America. $54.00 — Airmail, All other countries. $30.00 
— Surface, All countries except U.S.A., Canada, Mex¬ 
ico. Single Issue Price — $2.50. 
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returned unless accompanied by sufficient postage. 
Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is 
necessary to meet the editorial requirements of SOF. 
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photographs should be credited and be accompanied 
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time of publication. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/SUBSCRIPTION PROB¬ 
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COVER: Recon Marine cammied up for ac¬ 
tion in the woods of Camp Lejeune, N.C. 
Recons like their duty rough: in routine 
training, they spend days without shelter 
in the frigid, rain-soaked bush of the 
sprawling base. Photo: Fred Reed. 
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BULLETIN 

BOARD 

by Bob Poos 


M aroon 

BERETS BACK ... 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Edward C. 
Meyer is restoring to his paratroopers 
their treasured maroon berets, which 
were snatched away from them al¬ 
most two years ago. 

An Army spokesman said, “It is just 
one of a number of efforts to increase 
the soldier’s sense of togetherness, 
pride and unit identity.” 

It will take some months before the 
headgear can be purchased and is¬ 
sued through the regular supply sys¬ 
tem but, until then, jump-qualified 
paratroopers in airborne units can 
buy them on their own if they wish. 

Nearly two years ago, Gen. Bernard 
Rogers, Meyer’s predecessor, banned 
unusual headgear for special troops, 
with the exception of the Special 
Forces’ green berets — which is their 
nickname. 



SOF is encouraging a readership 
Congressional mail campaign to 
aid the Afghan Freedom Fighters. 
For details see box at end of Jim 
Coyne’s Afghan story, p. 76. 


S ands and 
jams ... 

The Army — which insisted upon 
its adoption — is finally coming to 
the conclusion that the M16 rifle may 
not be all that wonderful a weapon 
after all. 

At least two officers who took part 
in recent maneuvers in Egypt have 
their doubts about its value as a 
weapon — in desert fighting at any 
rate. 

Capt. Carl Carrano, who led an as¬ 
sault infantry company in the Egyp¬ 
tian desert exercise, says the M16 “is 


not a good weapon for the desert" be¬ 
cause it lacks range and is prone to 
jam when used in a sandy environ¬ 
ment. 

Lt. Col. Dave Kuhl, who command¬ 
ed the maneuver task force from the 
101st Airmobile Division, says he 
agrees wholeheartedly with Capt. Car- 
rano’s judgment that “we need a 
longer-range weapon than the M16.” 


G ung ho 

SCUBA ... 

Under a new policy, the Marine 
Corps is encouraging men to vol¬ 
unteer for parachute and Self- 
Contained Underwater Breathing Ap¬ 
paratus (SCUBA) training. 

The courses are limited to Marines 
in three military occupational fields: 
infantry, artillery and operational 
communications. 

Those who meet all qualifications 
can obtain one of the following job 
titles: SCUBA Marine; Parachut- 
ist/SCUBA Marine; Parachutist; Re¬ 
connaissance Man, Parachute Jump 
Qualified; Reconnaissance Man, 
SCUBA Qualified; and Reconnais¬ 
sance Man, Parachute and SCUBA 
Qualified. 

Requirements include: SCUBA vol¬ 
unteers must be 30 years old or 

Continued on page 11 



ister Charge, 
_h-week^' t$f 
complete list ofspafol 


All items in stock for immediate delivery, ft 
C.(M£ Pers<mai"4S|poks allow- 
delivery. Phot#or write for FREE i 
Items too numberous to list. 

When ordering case ~ specify color and type of weapon. 
Add $2.50 per order for postage and handling. 

All Assault Systems Gear unconditionally Guaranteed. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Send FFL or Business Letterhead 


1. ASSAULT RIFLE CASE (Pat. Pend.), black or camoflauge. Constructed of nylon. Available tor all assault rifles-specify weapon. Will carry; Rifle. (5) Mags., Scope, Bi-Pod, Hand Gun and more. Military 
Quality—Fully padded inside. All enclosures are velcro or zippered. Complete with padded adjustable shoulder sling and carrying handle. $50. 

2. SHOULDER HOLSTER (Pat. Pend.), black ballistic nylon weighs less than % lb. Adjustable nylon strap and velcro straps for securing weapon. Military Quality. Fits all 45’s and most medium and large 
auto’s. Can be worn military style or concealed. $28. 

3. FLIGHT BAG, black or camoflauge - (14 "L x 11”H x 9"W) One large outside zippered compartment /with shoulder strap. $36. 

4. MEDIUM ASSAULT BAG, black or camoflauge - (22"L x tO”H x 12"W) Large bag with zippered inside compartment. Will hold complete Alice Gear. $36. 

5. PRO ASSAUALT BAG, black or camoflauge - (27”L x 15"H x t6"W). Our largest gear bag, one main compartment and one large outside zippered compartment. $50. 

6. PISTOL CASES, black only. Constructed of waterproof-tear resistant cordura nylon. Surrounds-pistol with one Inch thick foam padding. Available in three sizes: 10” $6.50, 12” $7.00, 14" $B.OO 
7 WALLET, black or camoflauge. Constructed of nylon, Trl-fbld style with velcro flap and Assault Systems logo. $7.95 

8. SUPPRESSOR DUMMY, does not quiet weapon but looks like original sionics. Exact duplicate weight and size. Available for AR-15, M-16 $60. H-K 91 and 93 $75. MIA and M14 $75. 
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10 GREAT NEW TITLES! 


HARASSMENT 

Continued 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
Cornville, Arizona 86325 

Complete catalog listing hundreds of 
titles similar to those appearing in 
this ad — $1.00 (Catalog sent free 
with orders.) 

BROWN’S LAWSUIT COOKBOOK 
How To Sue — And WIN! 

By Michael H. Brown 
Practical advice for the individual 
who wishes to represent himself in 
civil court action, from filing the suit 
through possible appellate action. 

No. 367 .$8.95 


WE.NEVER WtNT 
TO THE MOON 



HARASSMENT CONTINUED 
The Poor Man’s Justice 
By Victor Santoro 

The Master of Malicious Mayhem re¬ 
turns with new ways to wreak venge¬ 
ance on those who are insulated from 
justice. No legal or moral assessment 
is made and the reader is cautioned 
that this book is intended for enter¬ 
tainment reading only. 

No. 215. $5.95 


BROWN'S LAWSUIT 
COOKBOOK 

How To Sue - And WIN! 

* * 



CAN YOU SURVIVE? 

Guidelines For Resistance To 
Tyranny For You And 
Your Family 
By Robert B. DePugh 
A detailed overview of Pro¬ 
longed Survival — Political, 
Economic, “Police Action". 
A man who has “been & 
done” explodes some popular 
"head for the hills” myths & 
offers many practical survival 
solutions. No. 442 . . . $6.95 


CAN you 
SURVIVE? 



Kotwrl a D*Paib 


' : 


WE NEVER WENT TO THE MOON 
By Bill Kaysing 

Did America really put a man on the 
moon, or was it a $30 BILLION 
swindle? Read the author’s startling 
evidence, then decide for yourself. 
No. 388 .$6.95 



SHOOTOUT II 
BY Tony Lesce 

More techniques of modern gunfight¬ 
ing with handgun, rifle or shotgun. 
Profusely illustrated with plenty of 
photos of how to or how not to go 
into a gunfight. No. 447 ... $7.95 


SECRET HIDING PLACES 
By Charles Robinson 
A guide to constructing secret hiding 
places for your valuables, even secret 
rooms! Simple construction methods 
that anyone can follow. 

No. 436 .$4.95 


F.N. F.A.L. AUTO RIFLES 

Operation and maintenance manual for the Free World’s 
greatest assault rifle. Loaded with large, clear photos. 
No. 133 .$6.95 

VIGILANTE HANDBOOK 
By Victor Santoro 

For The First Time Ever — A Vigilante’s How-To-Book. 
Plus — an analysis of modern vigilantes, methods of 
operation, and reasons for stepping beyond the law to 
bring criminals to justice. 

No. 445 .$6.95 

FULL AUTO AR-15 CONVERSION MANUAL 
Step by step instructions for converting this popular 
rifle to Full Auto Fire. Auto-Sears explained and 

several brands reviewed. Many photos & drawings. 

No. 061 . $4.95 

COLD WEATHER SURVIVAL 
Originally published as a military field manual, this 
book is a storehouse of information on keeping warm, 
finding food and improvising shelter, protecting 

equipment, navigation, etc. 

No. 432 .$4.95 


r DESERT 

PUBLICATIONS 

| Dept. SF 

Cornville, AZ 86325 

1 Name 
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.Zip, 


1 Qty. 

TITLE or BOOK No. 
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AZ Add 4% State Sales Tax 





Include card number, expiration date and signature on 
separate paper and mail in with order. (It Master Charge 
also include the 4 digit number below your name.) 
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ULTIMATE 

SHARPENING 

SYSTEM 






Sharpens: 

Chisels 
Router Bits 
Planner Blades 
Counter Sinks 
Fish Hooks 
Darts 

and many more. 


Sharpens: 

Scissors 
Tin Snips 
Pinking Shears 
Wire Cutters 
Barber Shears 
Potato Peelers 


Sharpens: 

Al Mar, Buck, 
Schrade, Case, 
Western, Gerber, 
Puma, Frontier, 
Chicago Cutlery, 
Forscher, 
Henckel, Rapala, 
Lakota, and 
all others. 


If you are serious about sharpening, 
you will eventually own a Spyderco 
Tri*Arsgle Sharpener. 

Unconditional Money Back Guarantee 

Send $19.95 To: L.S. Glesser 

(Includes Postage _ 

and Handling) Golden, Colorado 

80401 


HIGH ALUMINA CERAMIC Triangles 
guarantee razor sharpness on al¬ 
most all cutting edges. Harder than 
Tungsten Carbide and will never 
wear out. 


Sharpens: 

Hunting Knives 
Fillet Knives 
Kitchen Knives 
Serrated Knives 
Electric Knives 
Steak Knives 
Hatchets 
Broad Head 
(Arrowhead) 



B ig bang 

THEORY ... 

Sirs: 

I realize that explosives might not exact¬ 
ly be your field, and this may appear to be 
an oddball question: is there a way to 
make nitroglycerine pills explode? My 
grandmother is a heart patient and always 
has an abundance of these pills around. 
They are tiny white tablets you’re sup¬ 
posed to put under the tongue to unjam 
the heart. Call me a psycho, but the name 
on that label is absolutely irresistible. 

Yours, 

F.M.K. 

Scarborough, Ontario, Canada 

Our experts tell us no. However , to be 
on the safe side, we suggest the pills be 
sucked , not chewed — and don *t put two 
or three under the tongue and jump up 
and down.—The Eds. 

P RIMO 

RIDGEBACK ... 

Sirs: 

Thank you for the article on Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks (“A Breed Apart,” SOF, Jan¬ 
uary ’81). I had one of these animals until 
1974. Primo (he was, too!) grew to be a 
trifle large by AKC standards, measuring 
35-36 inches at the shoulders, 120 pounds 
empty, 51-inch chest, 19-191/2-inch neck, 
strong as an ox, stubborn as a mule and 
possessed of some of the biggest teeth you 
have ever seen on a dog. I don’t know 
how fast he could run, but 25 mph-plus 
seems like a sure bet. If he was not as 
quick as a cat, he damn sure could outrun 
one. 

Before Primo was one year old he had 
broken two choke chains — that is when I 
went to parachute webbing and hardware 
for a collar. He used to routinely punch 
slats out of a six-foot-high wooden fence 
with his head. He would drag me down 
the street with a short lead and a choke 
chain when I weighed 200 pounds (“Heel, 
Primo! Heel, Primo!”). He was not the 
best disciplined animal I ever owned. 
Alas, he was not as strong as a Chevrolet 
— though it sustained some substantial 
damage. 

Sincerely, 

Will Gerth 

Redondo Beach, California 


G ive me 

THE WORDS ... 

Sirs: 

It is about time somebody told the true 
feelings of the soldier. I was deeply moved 
by “The Warrior Image” (SOF, January 
’81), for you said what I felt but did not 
know how to say. 

I am the Detachment Commander of a 
small arctic recon and scout unit in the 
Alaska National Guard. I served with B 
Co., 1st Btn., 9th Marines as a rifleman in 
Vietnam (1968-69). After being separated 
from the USMC, I joined a 175 S.P. gun 
battalion in the USMCR. After a year I 
then joined the Alaska Army National 
Guard. Up until now I had no real answer 
for the insults and jeers I have received 
over the past 13 years. 

I have repeatedly heard it said in the 
community that the members of my unit 
and of any military organization are war¬ 
mongers, lack intelligence and are in the 
military because they are incapable of 
anything else. This evaluation is totally er¬ 
roneous. In my unit alone there are 
teachers, police officers, construction 
workers, engineers, students and a variety 
of other highly trained personnel. Some 
of my members drive 80 miles to attend 
guard drills. This is done at their own ex¬ 
pense. Do they do it for the money? Hard¬ 
ly. Do they do it for glory? There is none. 
What makes the members of a military or¬ 
ganization give up large sums of money or 
the comfort of a lighted fireplace and the 
company of a warm young lady to endure 
boring hours in a classroom or dark, cold 
(subzero) hours in the field? 

I think your editorial — no, testament 
— tells it all, and I will continue to carry it 
until the torn and wrinkled page will no 
longer hold together. I will never forget it 
and I hope those I read it to will not 
either. 

Sincerely, 

Lt. J.S. Tong 
Kenai, Alaska 


Continued on page 20 
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A Tribute To The Largest Pitched Battle in A merican History: The Battle of the Ifiitge* 

AMERICA FIGHTS BACK! 

1 - * 

“This is the most spectacular tribute ever issued to honor the 600,000 American 
troops—more than three times as many as fought on both sides at Gettysburg— 
who fought back and won after Hitler's massive surprise attack in the Ardennes V 




The American Historical Foundation 


WILKINSON 
’SWORtT&Z 
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The Buftle of The Bulge Commemorative Commando Knife with 
JH-katfit gdld-on-brass hilt and luxurious blue velvet-covered 
display case. Shown approximately one-half actual size . 


To the American Commander of the 22 Dec 1944 

encircled town of Baslogne: 

The fortune of war is changing. U.S.A. troops in and near 
Baslogne have been encircled by strong German armored 
units..illiere is but one possible way to save the encircled 
U.S.A. troops from total annihilation; that is...surrender... 
If...rejected, one German Artillery Corps and six huge 
anti-aircraft battalions are ready to annihilate the LI.S.A. 
troops m ami near Bastngne... 

(Signed) The German Commander 


To the German Commander: 22 Dec 1944 

NUTS! 

(Signed) The American Commander 


Note: The German Commander did not understand “,.ze meaning 
of ze^w-VmiaicanoCoitimander’s^reply^. ‘NOOTST" So, an 
American P.O.W. explained, u Sir, this is an American slang word 
that, in effect, tells you to 4 GO TO HELL!'" 

I t was December, 1944. Bor the first time since the 
Revolution, American troops were forced to fight 
for survival in a winter campaign, against £t for¬ 
eign enemy. Unrelenting rain, sleet, snow, fog, ice, 
mud, floods and sub-zero weather had bogged down 
American and Allied forces and prevented vital air 
support and surveillance. 

In a tremendous surprise attack ordered by Hitler, 
vonRundstedt’s 17 divisions with eight additional divi¬ 
sions in reserve drove a 50-mile-wide wedge (or 
“bulge”) between the Allied forces in the north and 
the south in the Ardennes region of Belgium and 
Luxumbourg. The unsuspecting American forces 
were greatly outmanned and outgunned. Over 8,000 
Americans were forced to surrender—more than in 
any other episode of any other war except Bataan. 
Bastogne was surrounded—and it looked like more 
Americans would be taken prisoner soon. All men 
joined the firing line—including clerks, cooks, truck 
drivers, repairmen and police. 

By splitting the Allied forces, Hitler hoped to be 
able to force a separate peace on the Americans and 
theBritish. But the American, British and Allied forces 
courageously fought back. Before it was over, more 
than a million men fought on both sides. Hitler lost 
his last desperate gamble on the Western Front, and 
with it 82,000 in dead, wounded and captured, more 
than 800 tanks and over one thousand planes. Ameri¬ 
can casualties totalled 77,000 of which 19,000 were 
killed and 21,000 were captured or missing. At least 
700 tanks and nearly 600 aircraft were lost. 


But now there could be no stopping the Allied 
push to the Rhineland. 

Knife Honors Battle 

The American Historical Foundation and Wilkin¬ 
son Sword Limited are now honoring The Battle of 
The Bulge with the issuance of the same famous World 
War 11 Commando Knife carried by many of the her¬ 
oic American, British and other Allied combat men 
in that bleak winter of 1944-1945 in the Ardennes. 

This is thefirst time in over 35 years that the maker 
of the original, now famous, World War II Fairbairn- 
Sykes Fighting Knife has made this long-hiked, che¬ 
quered grip classic. This is not simply a reproduction 
but a skillfully made—largely by hand —genuine F-S 
Fighting Knife, re-issued in a limited edition by the 
original maker, with rich museum-quality embellish¬ 
ments and finish. Experts agree that this spectacular 
version of this famous Commando Knife will be great¬ 
ly sought after Ey collectors. It takes its rightful place 
in the succession of historic edged weapons made in 
the Sword Works in London, England of the 208-year- 
old Wilkinson Sword Limited. 

It is the most spectacular object ever issued to 
honor The Battle of The Bulge and will serve as a 
proud legacy of one of the greatest moments in Amer¬ 
ican history, which can be passed along to future 
generations of your family to serve as a reminder to 
them of your interest in military history, and quite 
possibly of your participation, or the participation of 
one of your relatives, in this strategically vital battle 
of World War II. 

Limited, Individually Numbered Edition 

Only 2500 will be made worldwide for collectors, 
military historians, museums, and soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and marines of World War II and their families. 
Each knife will be individually numbered on the cross¬ 
guard and registered with The American Historical 
Foundation. 

If you are one of the few who successfully reserves 
this tribute, you will receive: 

• Genuine limited edition Wilkinson Sword Fair: 
baim-Sykes Fighting Knife, numbered and registered. 
Top nut, chequered grip and crossguard richly plated 
with 18 karat gold. Blade is forged, hardened and 
tempered battle-worthy sword steel, brightly blued 
and elaborately deep gold etched with presentation 
inscription and foliate panoply. Wartime Wilkinson 
Sword trademark—selected from the historic Wilkin¬ 
son Sword pattern library in London especially for 
this series, for the first time since the war—etched on 
the shoulder of the blade reverse. 

• Luxurious 15" rich blue velvet covered display 


case, with brass closure clasps and hinges. Fully fitted 
and lined with blue velvet, white piping and white silk 
inner lid, gold tooled with commemorative inscription. 

• Numbered Certificate of Authenticity. 

• Reprint of the German commander's complete 
ultimatum and General McAuliffe's historic reply. 

• Copy of General Patton’s 6$0-word “Miraculous 
Talk With God” requesting good weather and divine 
guidance to prevent an Allied holocaust, (“...in ex¬ 
change for four days of fighting weather, I will deliver 
You enough Krauts to keep Your bookkeepers months 
behind in their work’.’) 

• The opportunity, without obligation, to add to 
yourcollection subsequent limited edition knife issues 
in this World War IJ Victory Collection seriest with 
matching registry numbers. These knives, with dif¬ 
ferent spectacular finishes and materials, will honor 
other major World War II Allied victories. 

• Membership in The American Historical Foun¬ 
dation. As a member, you will receive at no expense, 
hard to obtain expert information concerning the his¬ 
tory, care, display and collecting of knives, swords and 
militeria. 

How To Reserve 


This is available exclusively through The Ameri¬ 
can Historical Foundation. You may write, call, per¬ 
sonally visit or use the reservation form below. Reser¬ 
vations will be honored on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Prompt action in ordering will result in assuring 
the lowest registry number. Requests for special regis¬ 
try numbers will be honored, if possible. 

This original issue price is subject to advance 
without notice. Prompt action is suggested to avoid 
the inevitability of higher prices and the completion 
of the registrat ion roster for Lhisstricfiy limited edition. 

i -------- 

RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 
1316 West Main Street, Dept.SOF-5 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
ldephone (804) 353-1812 
24-hourtoIl free reservations (800) 558-8133 

□ I enclose a $45 deposit for The Battle of The Bulge 
Commemorative Commando Knife, with velvet-lined 
presentation case, Certificate of Authenticity, surrender 
Communique reprint. General Rations "Miraculous Talk 
With God" and Raundatwspmtazdership. Please invoice me 
prior to delivery for the balance. 

□ I enclose $295 as payment in full. 

Name;.... 

Address:......... 


For Visa, Master Charge or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 















COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 

New Slide-Belt 
Holster 


by Ken Hackathorn 




GIVE YOUR _ 

imttex APPEARANCE 

PERFORMANCE 


TO 

HATCH 

ITS 



NITEX 


HARD, CORROSION RESISTANT METAL 
FINISHING PROCESS PROVIDES HANDSOME 
APPEARANCE OF STAINLESS STEEL 


WRITE FOR 

Full color illustrated 
brochure and name 
of nearest 
dealer 


DEALEH 
INQUIRIES INVITED 


THIS IS THE FINISH! It protects ALL metal surfaces 
by a combination of heat and chemical treatments. 
The surface you see; the bore where deterioration 
is most deadly; moving parts — without harm to 
close machine tolerances, without loss of temper 
to springs. Far outlasts blueing. Lab and field 
tested for several years. Provides like-new restora¬ 
tion for favorite guns; special good-looking 
protective finish for that new purchase. Results 
guaranteed! Investigate. 


600 N. Glenville 
Richardson, Texas 75081 
214-690-0143 


NITEX 


B ELT-slide-holster design is not often 
written about, although these belt- 
slide scabbards are very popular in many 
parts of the world, and their level of utility 
and practicality goes far beyond that of 
most holsters. The beauty of the belt slide 
lies in the fact that one can wear the slide 
without the gun in it and go about his dai¬ 
ly duties without anyone noticing it. With¬ 
out a pistol in the belt slide, the leather 
loop looks like a carry pouch for a 
smoker’s pipe or a carpenter’s hammer. 
The general public wouldn’t give it a sec¬ 
ond glance. 

Once the pistol is shoved into the belt 
slide, the weapon is held securely and 
close to the body for concealment and 
comfort. With the belt slide, one does not 
have to take his holster off every time he 
takes his gun off. This design is perfect for 
the merchant or shopkeeper who does not 
wish to wear a gun all the time. 


FAR LEFT: Milt Sparks* Mirage (left) 
costs $22 with natural finish, $25 when 
dyed; Yagui (right) costs $25 (natural), 
$28 (dyed). To order, write him at Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 187, Idaho City, ID 
83631. Photo: C.E.D. Kite LEFT: W. 
Gordon Davis’ Model 456 Gridley Special 
belt-slide holster. A neat, practical way 
to carry sidearm, its design yields 
conceaiment and comfort. Pistol is 
secure but moves quickly into action. 
Photo: Ken Hackathorn. 


The gun can be placed out of sight when 
one enters a business area, and the sight of 
the belt-slide holster will not cause the 
concern that an empty hip holster some¬ 
times does. Many people prefer this sys¬ 
tem, and it is very common in the South¬ 
west as well as Mexico. Central America 
favors the belt slide because it minimizes 
the heat and discomfort common to most 
hip holsters. 

There are a number of fine designs 
available, and Milt Sparks has offered a 
couple of them for years. Recently, a new 
version has found a place on the hips of a 
number of pistoleros. W. Gordon Davis 
of the Davis Leather Co., Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 446, Arcadia, CA 91006, has 
come up with a very nice belt slide. Called 
the model 456-Gridley Special, it sells for 
$19.95 and is a good rig. 

Many combat shooters use fancy rigs 
for competition but rely on scabbards 
such as the Gridley Special for everyday 
use. Gordon Davis offers a complete line 
of leather gear for the practical shooter 
and, judging from the number of his hol¬ 
sters used by top guns, his products are 
popular. 

The Gridley Special belt slide may be 
just the answer to your sidearm-carry 
problems. 1 suggest you take a look at it. 
Although the M-456 Gridley Special is 
made for the Colt 1911 pistol, it will also 
accommodate most other common-duty 
autos, including the P-35, P-7 and the 
Walther PPK. 



10 SOLDIER OF FOllTIJiVE 


MAY/81 












BULLETIN 
BOARD 


■ '<&*■ s 


Continued from page 6 


younger and parachute volunteers 
cannot be more than 36 years old; 18 
months of active service remaining in 
enlistment. 

Both parachutists and SCUBA div¬ 
ers serving in jobs requiring those 
skills are entitled to special pay. 

D id you 

KNOW CAPT. SHANNON? ... 
SOF reader Mike Shannon would 
like to contact anyone who knew his 
father, Capt. Kenneth Mike Shannon, 
in Vietnam, particularly anyone who 
was present when the elder Shannon 
was killed in February of 1968. Capt. 
Shannon was serving with the First 
(Black Horse) Squadron, 11th Ar¬ 
mored Cavalry at the time of his 
death. Mike can be reached by writing 
1947 Hershner Dr., San Jose, CA 
95124, or by calling (408) 377-4278. 

w HOOPS ... 

Sharp-eyed SOF editors have al¬ 
ready spotted two bloopers in the 
April 1981 issue and we hasten to cor¬ 
rect them in order to head off an 
avalanche of mail. 

The weapon carried by the Afghan 
Freedom Fighter on the cover is an 
RPG 2, not RPG 7 as described in the 
cover blurb. Another obvious goof is 
the photo caption mix-up on p. 42. 
Those vehicles in the foreground 
ciearly are not Mi-8 “Hip” helicopters 
but T-54B tanks. Vehicles in the 
background are Soviet APCs, lead 
one a BMP-2, an improved version of 
the BMP-ls following it. T-54BS have a 
crew of four, weigh 36,000 kilograms 
when combat loaded, mount a 100mm 
main gun, carry an infrared search 
light plus two infrared driving lights 
and have a maximum road range of 
400 kilometers. 

Less obvious is another error on p. 
31, the byline on “1st Marine Division 
1950-51.” It should have read Bob 
Poos, not Jim Graves. As Managing 
Editor Graves puts it: “That piece was 
obviously written by someone who 
was in the Marines during the Korean 
War. I ain’t that old. Poos is. I was a 
Marine in Vietnam.” 

G oodbody 

INFO SOUGHT ... 

SOF reader George J. Hawkins of 
Box 591, Redondo Beach, CA 90277, 
would like to contact the family of a 

Continued on page 82 
MAY/81 








MODEL #10 &10L 
“OUTOOORSMAN" 

A belt holster well suited to 
general field use. High ride 
allows seating with long 
barrels. Holster is molded to fit 
your gun. Special flap protects 
adjustable rear sights. Avail¬ 
able silicone suede lining 
protects fine gun finishes. Lock 
stitched with durable linen 
thread. 


MODEL #X-15 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 

A compact shoulder bolster 
designed tor concealment 
and comfort. Butt is readily 
accessible hugs body. 

1 Leather and elastic harness 
is adjustable. Spring in 
holster holds gunallows 
fast draw. For2"-8W' 
revolvers, autos. 




MODEL#! i 7 ” 
"PISTOL POCKET" 

A first-quality inside-the- 
waistband holster. For the 
first time, all the features of 
standard holsters in a waist¬ 
band design. Features hand- 
molded leather, thumb-break 
strap, sight guards and more. 

^orn just behind right hip, it is com¬ 
fortable and very concealable. Can 
be worn under loose shirts and 
short jackets. Snaps on and off belt. 

For autos and revolvers^ 


MODEL #M66 patented 
‘AMBIDEXTROUS 
MILITARY HOLSTER” 

A truly unique holster, 
designed especially for 
military applications. Flapcovers 
gun butt: can be unsnapped from 
either side, swiveled out of the 
way or removed completely. 
Wear holster right or left handed, 
side draw or cross draw. Beltloop 
design allows use on narrow or 
wide belts. Black only. 

#8&8L •‘SHADOW 
REVOLVERS 

A very high-riding concealment 
holster. Widely-spaced slots; 
provide stability on belt; allow 
high ride; and pull gun close to 
body. Thumb-snap design 
holds gun securely with 
fast draw. Molded to fit your 
gun and precurved to match 
body contours. Fine leather 
and hand-rubbed finish, with 
silicone suede lining available 
for 2"-4" revolvers. 


MODEL#5BH & 5BHL 
'THUMBSNAP" 

Belt loop design is twice as wii 
for added stability. Gun rides 
higher to reduce bulk. Thumb- 
snap strap secures gun.and 
allows a fast draw. Hand fitted 
to your gun, and a sight channel 
to protect front sights is boned in 
by hand. Rear sight guard. Premium 
saddle leather is hand-rubbed. 
For 2"-8 3 /a" revolvers. 


MODEL #B8”HEVY DUTY BELT” 

Top quality leather belt, W' wide with creased 
edge and fine grained finish. An ideal maximum 
width for supporting the weight of a holstered 
gun and other accessories. Also idealasadress 
belt. Solid brass buckle, available in chrome 
finish (standard on black belts) or natural brass 
(standard on tan belts). Available in sizes 32" to 
46". Plain or basket, tan and black. 


MODEL #4 

“ASKINS* AVENGER" 

Named after legendary 
pistolero Col. Charles 
This holster rides highandhugs 
the body. The fit has been hand- 
molded for your gun. 

Stabilizing slot through holster 
pulls gun butt against body. 
Molded sight channel protects 
front sights. Hand-rubbed 
leather and fine stitching create 
a long-lasting holster for large 
Vautos. _ 


MODEL #45 
“PISTOLERO'’ 
ASSEMBLY 

A rig designed for 
international 
combat shooting. 
Holster has low-cut 
muzzle-forward rake lor 
draw. Fully lined with top grain 
cowhide, with lull steel lining. Deep 
"sight channel” molded into holster 
front. Clears sights, Spring loaded 
retainer snaps into trigger guard. 
Belt is contoured and fully 
lined with silicone 
suede. .45 AutoEalyJI 


MODEL #12 
“ANKLE HOLSTER" 

Avery comfortable ankle 
holster. Soft, deep-pile genuine 
shearling sheeps wool on inside 
of leg strap, adjustable with 
Velcro tape. Holds gun and 
holster snugly against your 
ankle. Holster is form-fitted to 
your gun, with thumb-snap 
strap. Ideal for use when a coat 
or jacket is impractical, such as 
warm weather. For small 
revolvers. 




At Bianchi franchised dealers worldwide! 


Write 

Today for our 
Full-Color 
Catalog 
(Send $100). 


100 Calfe Cortez, Dept. SOF 581. Temecula, California 92390 
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IN REVIEW 



MY SECRET WAR. By Richard S. 
Drury. Fallbrook, Calif.: Aero Pub¬ 
lishers. 1979. 224 pp., illustrated. $10.95 
in bookstores; $9.95 (Calif, residents add 
sales tax) for first edition autographed by 
author from Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 30044, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105. Review by 
Marv Wolf. 

HIS is the book that we all wanted to 
write when we came home from 
Southeast Asia. Dick Drury, who now 
earns his living as a Flying Tigers’ 747 in¬ 
structor pilot, recounts his year on the 
Thai/Lao border, flying Douglas A-1E 
Skyraiders over Laos, and sometimes 
Vietnam. 

It’s about life in an air force that is no 
more, and that — officially — hardly ex¬ 
isted at all. It is history only in the sense 
that the events he describes in a highly 
personal way actually happened. More to 
the point, it is the chronicle of a young 
pilot fascinated with his chosen aircraft, 
that venerable relic of WWII-carrier sor¬ 
ties: the Skyraider. 

There is about Drury’s writing the un¬ 
mistakable stamp of truth: Even when he 
sometimes spends a few more pages than 
required spouting off about wing or 
squadron commanders who were most 
concerned with the length of a pilot’s 
sideburns or his skill at falsifying award 
recommendations for the commander’s 
benefit — the reader can share Drury’s 
outrage. That’s how it was. That’s how he 
felt about it. 

There are two stories here, both worth 
remembering. One deals with the hypocri¬ 
tical stance and self-deluded visions of the 
official Air Force. The other deals with 
the reality of day-to-day aerial combat for 
12 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


RIGHT: CISAF A-1E Skyraider, bomb 
load expended, rolls down through 
light cloud cover to make strafing 
pass at Viet Cong target south of 
Saigon. Saigon River can be seen at 
center right. Photo: CISAF 


BELOW: Air Commando A-1E 
Skyraider fighter-bomber. 
Photo: CISAF 





members of the “Mach Nix Club,’’ the 
Skyraider pilots that flew their patched- 
together fighter-bombers at nowhere near 
the speed of their jet-set counterparts. The 
Skyraider flew low, slow and reliably 
through skies all but filled with flak fired 
from deeply entrenched guns along the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail, the NVA’s pipeline 
through Laos for supplies and munitions 
heading south for their forces in Vietnam 
and Cambodia. 

It was the sort of flying that won the 
Battle of Britain, the sort practiced on 
countless Pacific atolls, the sort 
sometimes called for along the singed 
ridges of Korean campaigns. It was seat- 
of-the-pants; it was as dangerous as any 
combat ever got; it was exactly what Dick 
Drury was looking for in his youth. 

My Secret War is filled with the nitty- 
gritty details that could only come from 
having been there and taken good notes. 
It is a warning to those with romantic 
ideals about the realities of a war with a 
no-win policy. It is especially a come¬ 
uppance to those self-serving senior of¬ 
ficers who always confuse appearances 
with effectiveness, who spend their days 
and nights worrying about their next 
medal, their next promotion, their next 
ticket to be punched, and never mind 
anything else. 

But more than anything, this book is a 
salute to a whole genre of unsung heroes 
— men like Drury himself — who put 
their lives on the line daily to save one of 
their downed comrades. Toward the end 
of his 220 combat missions, Drury was 
assigned to Sandy duty. The Sandies were 
the most experienced Skyraider pilots 
around, and their duty was to fly an air¬ 



X 
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borne standby, waiting for word that a 
U.S. airman was down. Then began their 
real work — protecting the downed fliers 
until they could be rescued by helicopter. 

This was the most dangerous flying of 
all, and it was here that the Skyraider 
proved itself above all other planes. It 
could loiter longer, carry more ordnance 
and dodge and weave above the treetops. 
It was the Sandies that saved Col. Ham- 
bleton (see p. 22), and it was flying San¬ 
dies that earned Dick Drury the Silver Star 
(to go along with his four DFCs and 19 
Air Medals). 

This is a book with a flaw. It is not 
critical, but it runs the length of the work. 
From time to time, a word here or there 
seems to have bailed out of the text, or a 
bit of punctuation seems to have escaped 
and evaded. Not enough to stop the 
reader, but enough to remind him that a 
better proofreader might have made it 
more readable. It is hoped that subse¬ 
quent editions will be shaped up before 
shipping. 

But this is nevertheless a book that begs 
to be read, savored, kept handy for refer¬ 
ence. A book your sons will want to read. 
A book you’ll want to read again after a 
few months or a few years, when you 
begin to forget, just a little, how it was out 
there, in a world of great, spinning 
14-foot propellers, a world enriched by 
the aroma of hot oil and sweat-stained 
overalls, a world of aerial adventure that 
is gone forever. 
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PREPARE 

YOURSELF! 

Learn G-Jo— 

First-Aid of the Samurai... 

... Then Fear No Pain 
or Injury! 

For centuries Samurai , Ninja and other Oriental warriors 
were taught the secret of stopping pain, bleeding —even 
healing illness and internal disorder —by the manipula¬ 
tion of special "control" pressure points hidden around 
their bodies. 

This is fact — not fantasy. 

These warriors could survive while others fell around 
them — the knowledge of these miraculous pressure 
points made them virtually invincible! 

Now you, too, can learn this amazing skill — at home 
. . . without any outside instruction, at all. 


Today, thinking people are preparing them¬ 
selves “just in case .. But no matter how 
well prepared you think you are, where your 
health is concerned, you are vulnerable — 
unless you know G-Jo! 

Imagine — being up and fully functioning 
within moments of serious injury. Stopping 
a bleeding wound in less than a minute. Re¬ 
lieving most pains in ten seconds flat — 
using nothing but the touch of your finger! 

116 tiny G-Jo points are hidden through¬ 
out your body — special acupressure points 
which relieve (even heal) nearly any health 
problem you can name. When you know how 
to find and use these miraculous points, the 
power to heal is literally in the tips of your 
fingers. Such is the power of G-Jo! 

Now this vital knowledge can be yours — 
and without it, you're half-prepared at best! 

There are two easy ways to learn G-Jo — 
send for The Natural Healer's Acupressure 
Handbook (available only by direct mail). 

In it, you'll discover each of your amazing 
G-Jo acupressure points ... more than 250 
health problems that instantly respond to 
G-Jo . .. and easy-to-follow instructions for 
mastering this powerful first-aid and "self- 
health" skill. This fully-illustrated manual 
costs just $11.50, including postage. 


The price for this complete program is just 
$24.00, postage included. And if you order 
now, you'll also receive a FREE special 
chart of basic G-Jo points to carry in your 
car or wallet. Use either the manual or the 
Skill Kit for 30 days — if you find for any 
reason you're not totally satisfied, simply 
return your entire purchase for a full refund 
— and you keep the special chart. 

So take a moment right now — fill out 
the coupon and mail it immediately. Today 
may be the last chance you get. 


Or take a big step further — order The G-Jo 
Self-Health Skill Kit and receive each of the 
following G-Jo learning aids: 

* The Natural Healer's Acupressure 

Handbook... 

* The G-Jo Home Workshop on Cassette 

Tape... 

* The G-Jo Instant Reference Wallchart 


THE G-JO INSTITUTE 
POST OFFICE BOX 8060- ZA 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33024 

Please rush me the following G-Jo items: 

_copies of The Natural Healer's Acu¬ 
pressure Handbook ($11.50each) . . . 

_complete G-Jo Self-Health Skill Kits 

(includes handbook, cassette training tape 
and wallchart . . , $24.00 each kit) . . . 

I enclose my check money order or VISA or 
MASTERCARD number: 


please include expiration date/Interbank no. 

Send my G-Jo items to: 


Name 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


Here are just a 

few of more than 250 

health problems. 

symptoms and disorders 

you can relieve 

(often heal) using G-Jo 

acupressure techniques — 

appendicitis 

exhaustion 

asthma 

diarrhea 

insomnia 

pain—anywhere in 

burns 

your body 

constipation 

bee & wasp stings 

poison ivy 

motion sickness 

heart attacks 

hemorrhoids 

fever 

allergies & congestion 

bleeding 

toothaches 

headaches 

lower back pain 


This amazing technique is easy to learn... 
easy to apply . . . easy to use any time, ; 
any place — when you know G-Jo, you ) 
free yourself from doctors and drugs. The ) 
power to heal is in the tips of your fingers! ) 
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COMMAND! 



It’s your move— 

relive the life-and-death decisions of 
imerica’s military leaders on land, sea 
and air, through this outstanding 
collection of military books. 


ARMIES 

OF THE WORLD 

18541914 


THE SECRETARY 


Bortrta^. 


Encmjiy 
in the Sky 


Codetore- 


TheVktof y 
That New WUs 

John ( // fz L' 




5884 $15.95 1420*12.95 3947 *14.95 1925*12.95 5173*12.95 2428 S12.50 3020 *12.50 1578 *20.00 7401 *10.00 3277 *9.95 7377 *12.95 


■WORLD 

WARM 


FINAL 

ENTRIES 

1945 

THE DIARIES Of 

JOSEPH 

GOEBBELS 


INCHON 

LANDING 

MiicArthur's 
Last Triumph 

Mttlukl l 
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wep thi 
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Any 4 for only 98< 

with membership 


Direct a squadron of Merlin P51 's over China. Keep your 
eyes peeled for enemy periscopes in the North Atlantic. 
Direct the Okinawa invasion force minute by minute. 
Relive the agony, the tragedy, the victories of tank com¬ 
manders, pilots, tough dogface soldiers—in Africa, the 
Pacific, Europe, Korea, Vietnam. 

The raging battles of WWII and America’s other hard- 
fought wars live again — with you in command — 
through these outstanding, heart-pounding accounts of 
military strategy. They’re yours through the MILITARY 
BOOK CLUB, which offers big savings on the kind of 
books you love. You're invited to choose any four of 
these volumes for only 98*, plus shipping and handling, 
with membership in the Club. 

How the Club works. 

After your membership's accepted, you’ll receive your 
four books for 98* plus shipping and handling. If you are 
not satisfied, return them within 10 days, cancel your 
membership, and you owe nothing. 

Once you've purchased just four books during your first 
two years of membership you may resign at any time. 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you’ll 
receive, free, the Club's magazine describing the coming 
selection and alternates, which save you up to 30% off 
publishers’ edition prices. 

If you want the selection, do nothing; it will be shipped 
to you automatically. If you want an alternate, or no book 
at all, indicate your preference on the order form and 
return it by the date specified. That date allows you 10 
days to decide. If you receive an unwanted selection 
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because you had less than 10 days, return it at our 
expense. There is a shipping and handling charge on ail 
books shipped. 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete, hard¬ 
bound editions sometimes altered in size to fit special 
presses and save members even more. 

NOTE: Prices shown are publishers’ edition prices. 

FREE! When you join. 

Sheffield steel pocket utility knife. 

This compact Sheffield steel utility knife features sharp spear 
blade, can opener, regular and Phillips screwdrivers, cap lifter/ 
bottle opener, corkscrew, and lanyard ring. 



r”-*--— a -”“” 

| Military Book Club 

j Dept. BR-309, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 

■ Please accept my application for membership in the 
J Military Book Club and send me the four books whose 
| numbers I have printed in the boxes below. Bill me 
only 98* plus shipping and handling. I understand that 
I need buy only four more books at regular low Club 
prices during the first two years of my membership to 
| complete my purchase commitment. My membership 
J wilt be subject to the terms and conditions presented in 

I this ad. Also send me the pocket utility knife, mine to 

| keep whether or not I remain a member. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining 
my four selections, l may return the books within 10 
[ days and my membership will be cancelled. 1 may keep 
the pocket utility knife, and I will owe nothing. 

Note: If you select 2-w/ume AIRWAR set, write 
9134 in 2 boxes, then choose 2 more selections. 




r~] 

i 

L) 

Mr. 

Mrs. -- 

i 

i 


I Miss J 

Address-^pt. No_B 

[ City-State_Zip_ I 

| Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian I 

I members will be serviced from Toronto. Offer slightly different ■ 

in Canada. 45-MI 68 I 
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When you subscribe to SOF, you 
learn tips and techniques that 
save you time and money — and 
maybe your life! Experts reveal 
survival skills and new 
developments in weaponry that 
are not found elsewhere. And 
from our correspondents, 
you get timely first-hand reports 
from Africa, S.E. Asia, 
Afghanistan and Latin America. 
So spoil yourself, and buy the 
source for adventure, mercenary 
activity, urban and wilderness 
survival, and discover products 
you only dreamed about. 


Subscribe Now 


,d 




O 


r SIGN ON WITH THE PROFESSIONALS! 

You’re a man of action. So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your source of exclusive 
information on the world’s hotspots and the latest news on mercenaries, weapons, 
self-defense, clandestine operations and survival in a changing world. You can’t afford 
not to know. 


Name _ 


(please print 1 


Address _ 


HULlHE A OF FORTUNE 


Signature __ 

□ Bill Me (U.S.A. Only) □ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only please) 
Please charge my □ VISA □ Master Charge 


Account No. 


Exp. Date_ 

□ $24.00—2nd Class—U.S.A., Canada, Mexico 

□ $44.00—1st Class (Sealed envelope)—U.S.A., Canada, Mexico 

□ $48.00—Air—Europe, Latin America 

□ $54.00—Air—All other countries 

□ $30.00—Surface—All countries exceDt U.S.A.. Canada. Mexico 


State 


Zip code 
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JOIN THE 
PROFESSIONALS! 





































GUM CONFISCATION, MONETARY COLLAPSE, & AN AMERICAN DICTATOR NEXT!? 


Wilderness Survival 

YOUR LIFE COULD DEPEND ON IT! 



“World at war, rampant inflation, deepening recession, 
stifling taxes, increasing unemployment, and civil turmoil .... 
The fall of Iran, Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Rhodesia, the Panama 
Canal and American diplomats held hostage—all during one 
administration—clearly America is headed for a disastrous 
political, social and economic period,” 

-warns German Author Hans J. Schneider 

Yes—You need to be prepared now more than ever before. The 
following manuals (covering physical, financial, wilderness sur¬ 
vival) will help you and your family prepare for the coming 
bad times. 


WILDERNESS SURVIVAL 

How would you like to master the art of 
wilderness survival? Be able to live in the 
woods with just the bare necessities? Hunt,' 
fish and trap using the survival skills outlined 1 
in one book? 

This is it! The Official U.S. Air Force 
Survival Manual, one of the best authoritative 
manuals on survival you will ever read, is a' 
must for every emergency kit! Now with spe- 1 
cial permission, we are able to offer it to the 
general public. You’ll be buying the same 
Manual that has saved the lives of many 
USAF pilots under hostile and emergency 
conditions around the world. So you know 
it works! 

COMPREHENSIVE. Proven superior over 
and over in the field of global survival, its 
chapters thoroughly cover: Survival in Areas 
Contaminated by Radiation • Survival on 
Land (Arctic, Subarctic, Desert, Tropics) • 
Survival at Sea • Survival on Sea Ice. 

This essential book gives you all the infor 
mation you need to survive in the wilderness 
if you get lost or during times of crises and 
forced evacuation. 

You’ll receive vital information on Shel¬ 
ter, Food and Water; Edibility Tests on Wild 
Plants; Clothing/Equipment; First Aid; Signal¬ 
ing; Orientation (by stars and sun); Fire Mak¬ 
ing; Survival Weapons, Hunting, Fishing, and 
Trapping . . . and MUCH more. 

Well illustrated ( over 350 detailed draw¬ 
ings, tables, and maps) and easy to under¬ 
stand, this book is a must for every man or 
woman who is concerned about the safety 
and survival of their family during the uncer¬ 
tain times ahead! Only $7.95 postpaid. Order 
several—additional copies just $6.95 each ppd. 

PHYSICAL and 
FINANCIAL SURVIVAL 

Timely and Profitable Help for Troubled 
Americans picks up where the USAF Survival 
Manual leaves off. In it Survival Expert Hani 
J. Schneider reveals his proven plan for 
YOUR freedom and survival in the midst of 
economic and civil turmoil. 

FIRST-HAND ADVICE . No one could be 
better qualified to write this book than Mr. 
Schneider. He survived a total economic crash 
and 2 dictatorships, including 5 years under 
Communism. His father, a former industrial* 
ist, lost $10 million overnight and was im¬ 
prisoned. This was a time when thousands of 
a disarmed populace were ruthlessly mur¬ 
dered. Hans and his family had to search the 
forests for food in order to survive. This prac¬ 
tical\ first-hand knowledge will help you in 
similar times ahead. 

BLEAK FUTURE. America is already in 


hot water, but the future looks much, much 
worse—runaway inflation, price controls, 
black markets, and eventually "a MAJOR 
depression that will make the 1930s look like 
a Sunday School picnic.” After reading Mr. 
Schneider’s book, you will also know: 

• Why a dictator could rise to power in 
America (resulting in gun confiscation) 

• Why the world is bracing for WAR 

• Why famines and a collapse of the dollar 
are ahead 

• Why big cities will be centers of blood¬ 
shed, food shortages, and massive unem¬ 
ployment 

Hans Schneider adds this chilling warnipg: 

44 Any one of these events could spell disaster 
to unprepared Americans, physically and fi¬ 
nancially.” 

SURVIVAL RETREATS . In his book. 
Hans has outlined what he has done . . . and 
what you can do to prepare for-even profit 
from—these times. Hans, his lovely wife, and 
their five children live in unspoiled wilder¬ 
ness next to a spring-fed stream, teeming 
with trout. They produce most of their own 
food and enjoy a wonderful family life. Is this 
your dream? By following his helpful advice, 1 
you too can wisely select the right place to 
live and set it up for survival. 

His 288~page book also covers: 

• What essential provisions to store, and 
how some can be used for barter 

• How to educate your children at home 
legally—and avoid the bad influence of 
public schools! 

• Simple inflation/depression-proof invest¬ 
ments with a' 30-100% yearly increase 

• Jobs least vulnerable to unemployment 

• Foreign lands-A wise move? 

• 2 ways to hide valuables during chaotic 
times! 

• 5 different ways to produce your own 
electricity without gasoline! 

.. .and MUCH more. 

You will also read about alternate life¬ 
styles, weaponry, and defense tactics; turning 
a yacht into a “survival retreat”; 6 simple, 
inexpensive ways to preserve your own food 
(one using iust a needle and string! page 47); 
and what is even more important for your 
physical survival than merely storing food 
! (see pages 214 and 248-249)1 

. . . And that’s just the beginning. Mr. 
Schneider's book is literally a “goldmine” of 
valuable “how-to” information. But don’t 
take our word for it, read what others are 
saying? 

' * * f Timely ... a good prescription for those 
of ui who no longer expect any help from the 
failing institutions of this world and recog¬ 
nize that we must work out our own salvation 


—physical, mental and spiritual.”—John R. 
Andrews, M.D., Ellyay, GA. 

* “His book is exceptional not only because 
it is timely and practical, but because it is 
based on actual personal experience— it is not 1 
a lot of idealistic theorizing or useless philos¬ 
ophy.” R. A. Johnson, Survival Editor for 
Inflation Survival Letter ; 

You can order Timely and Profitable Help 
for Troubled Americans (288 pages) for just 
$9.95 postpaid—certainly one of the best in¬ 
vestments you will ever make. And his advice 
can profit you no matter where you live or 
what the economic conditions may be! 

GLOBAL SURVIVAL 

Mr. Schneider is also the author of anoth¬ 
er book. His latest, Flying to be Free (256 
pages), is his personal never-before-told story 
of his boyhood passion for flying in his com¬ 
munist-occupied homeland, the years he 
spent on dangerous aviation missions through 
war-tom Europe and the near-fatal accounts 
of his travels under survival conditions in al¬ 
most 100 countries. It is beautifully illustrat¬ 
ed with over 110 photos/drawings and a full- 
color cover. In a special chapter, Hans even 
tells you how you can save substantially on 
trips abroad using the same methods he did! 

SPECIAL OFFER & FREE BONUS . Ail 

three books provide you with over 700 pages 
of vital, informative reading. To help you and 
your "family prepare, we have created a spe¬ 
cial 20% discount offer—get all three books 
(USAF Survival, Timely ...» and Flying 
. . .) in one “Survival Package” for just $23— 
$6 off! 

When you take advantage of this special 
offer, we will send you Masters of Legalized 
Conjitsion and Their Puppets by Hans J. 
Schneider as a FREE BONUS . This book 
(55,000 copies in print) is an undisputed eye- 
opener written without compromise. All 
these volumes will make fine additions to 
your library. 

To order, just clip the coupon and send 
with a check or money order. Or simply 
“charge it” to your Master Charge or VISA. 
Prompt shipment guaranteed! 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE . You may 

read these books for 15 days. If not pleased, 
you may return them in undamaged condi¬ 
tion for a full and prompt refund. In either 
case, the free bonus is yours to keep. You 
can’t lose! 

BUT AC 1 NOW. Remember, only those 
who are adequately prepared will survive: the 
bad times now facing America . . . and the 
world. 


■ ■Special Discount Offer Coupon* 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 
P.O.Box 105 Dept. 43 

Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 


□ Yes 


want to be prepared, f enclose 
. Please rush me postpaid: 

$7.95 


T 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


_USAF Survival Manual 

Timely and Profitable Help 

-for Troubled Americans $9.95 

YESI I want the “Survival Package”— | 
All 3 books for only $23 ppd. ($6 1 
off)t Don't forget to send the FREE | 
bonus, “Masters . . .”1 
Print 

Name . 

Address_ 


City _ 

State. 


Zip. 


CHARfiE IT; 
Exp Data. 


□ VISA □ Master Chirfle 


-/- 


Credit Card *_ 


I 

I 

I 

f 

I 

I 

I 

I 


NO RISK-MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


MAY/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 1 7 







































IT HAPPENED TO ME 


by Robert G. Lagan a as told to M.L. Jones 



What started as a day like countless 
others for Sgt. Robert G. Lagana, com¬ 
mander of Track 12, recon section, and 
the other men of C Troop, 3/4 Cav., 25th 
ltxfantry Division, ended in action. As he 
tells it: 

O UR troop was busy setting up a night 
laager position outside a large village 
close to the base of Nui Ba Dinh (Black 
Virgin Mountain) in Tay Ninh Province 
on 18 June 1969. Earlier in the evening, 
trip flares had been positioned 80 to 100 
meters to the front of all the vehicles, each 
crew careful to overlap theirs with the 
next to insure an unbroken early-warning 
line against the hardcore VC working the 
area. RPG screens had been erected in 
front of all the 113s and Sheridan tanks, 
fighting holes dug and claymore mines 
positioned. 

The men on Track 12 and I began to 
relax and talk about our day’s fruitless 
sweep of the jungle around the base of the 
Black Virgin. Darkness and the promise 
of rain kept the crews of the 113s close to 
their vehicles. Tonight we wouldn’t so¬ 
cialize with the other crews over a warm 
beer, since the inky-black tropical night 
made even the Starlight scopes ineffective. 
Hours limped by. 

Suddenly, the horizon blazed with light. 
Two trip flares were burning brightly 100 
meters north of the laager. As if on cue, 
trip flares went off a\\ around our en¬ 
campment. 

C Troop opened up with .50-cals, M60s 
and Sheridan main guns. The tanks facing 
the village held their fire, even though trip 
flares were going off directly in front of 
them. I heard my driver, Sol, scrambling 
beneath the commander’s hatch toward 
his driver’s seat. My two gunners were 
behind their M60s, laying down perfectly 
timed bursts. My .50-cal. shook the 113. 
18. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Sgt. Lagana’s C Troop prepare to 
mount their tracks. Each vehicle as 
modified, is armed with a .50-cal. 
Browning M2 HB, two M60 MGs and 
a recoilless rifle. 


Tracers arced into the night, and adren¬ 
alin pumped through tired bodies. 

After what seemed like hours, I heard 
the old man through my CVC helmet: 
“Cease fire! Cease fire!” The guns stut¬ 
tered to a halt. 

Complete and utter silence. Nothing 
moved. Tension lay as thick as the tropi¬ 
cal night. 

Bursts of .50-cal. at real or imagined 
sounds and movement punctuated the rest 
of the night. Nerves on edge, 100 percent 
alert, no one slept. What was going on? 
We heard no return fire, not one round. 

The sun rose red as a malignant eye, 
slowly focusing on us. Because we’d ex¬ 
pended so much ammo in the recon by 
fire, the old man arranged for a resupply 


If you have a combat or adventure 
story for “It Happened to Me” or “I 
Was There, ” triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF, P. O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306, Attn: M.L. Jones. All 
stories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub¬ 
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. Photos 
(with captions and credits) are also 
helpful. Captions should be typed on a 
separate sheet of paper and keyed to 
each photograph. Enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope so we can 
notify you of acceptance or return of 
your story. Article payment is $50, 
upon publication. All entrants will 
receive an SOF patch. 


convoy to link up with us. Tracks 11 and 
12 were to proceed one kilometer to the 
village on the hardtop road to receive the 
resupply. Track 13 pulled an empty water 
buffalo to exchange for a full one. The 
three tracks started their engines and 
struck out on a bearing that would in¬ 
tersect the road south of the village. 

We were all on edge. I rechecked the 
.50, glanced around and saw my gunners 
going over their weapons — no need for 
words. We knew our jobs and our tools. 
Everyone knew something was wrong. 

No villagers — no one. Usually they’d 
be making their way to the fields or the 
big market in Tay Ninh. Tracks 11 and 12 
covered the kilometer to the road in 
minutes. It was eerie — no villagers, no 
movement. 

The commander of Track 13 deviated 
from our predetermined bearing and 
broke out of the jungle 200 meters north 
of our position. As he gained the road we 
saw a puff of smoke and heard the first 
RPG slam into the empty water buffalo. 
The second burst on the flat side of the 
track, tossing men from its deck onto the 
ground. I saw my friends scrambling to 
the ditch by the roadside. Without orders, 
my driver swung our track around to give 
the .50-cal. maximum opportunity. 

I signaled ll’s track commander to 
cross the road and lay down an intense 
covering fire in the direction of the dis¬ 
abled 13. Then I looked at Sol and my two 
gunners. I said, “Let’s get ’em out of 
there.” 

Sol dodged and wove the track. We 
were in the KZ (killzone) in what seemed 
like seconds. My .50-cal, thundered long 
bursts that ripped up the countryside and 
kept the VC in their holes, and the blasts 
of the two M60s alternated with my fire — 
each man timing his shots so as to reload 
when the other two guns were firing. 

I thought, “God, don’t let us all stop to 
reload at once.” He was listening. 

The men in the ditch dashed for my 
track and scrambled on. By a miracle no 
one was killed. AK fire broke my radio 
antenna. We had lots of holes in the track 
but none in us. One man from 13 was 
slightly wounded but not badly enough to 
keep him from humping .50-cal. for me, 
grinning and thumping me and my crew 
on the backs. 

Suddenly, explosion after explosion 
nearly tore our shirts off. To my right and 
left, C Troop was on line kickin’ ass and 
takin’ names. A most welcome sight. 

We later learned we had routed a large 
VC force fortified with NVA. Their intent 
was to claim control of a large village in 
III Corps in order to gain concessions at 
the Paris peace talks. Guess we ruined 
their plans. 

For his heroism during this ambush, 
Sgt. Lagana was awarded the Bronze 
Star.—The Eds. 
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I WAS 
THERE 

by Toby K. Bogges 
as told to M.L. Jones 


Sgt. Toby K. Bogges is now a college 
student and reserve policeman in Porter¬ 
ville , Calif. He served three years in the 
U.S. Army as an infantry man, infantry 
squad leader and recon team leader. He is 
a recon team leader in the California Na¬ 
tional Guard and plans to continue his 
military career as long as he can be in a 
tactical unit . As he tells it: 

was on patrol during training at Jungle 
Operations Training Center (JOTC) in 
Panama, when we were 4 ‘ambushed.” We 
were slowly and painfully working our 
way through mud, black palms and dense 
jungle. It was about an hour before dark 
when Mac, our patrol leader, decided it 
was time to break for chow. We formed a 
“360” for security and started to grease. 

I was so tired, I fell down and rolled 
over on my back, using my ruck’ for a 
chair. The jungle was so thick that I could 
see barely five meters on either side of the 
trail. 

Suddenly, a pair of the ugliest monkeys 
I had ever seen popped up in front of me 
and Mac. He hated monkeys because one 
had bitten him in ’Nam. Mac reached into 
his rucksack and pulled out his wrist 
rocket (one of those souped-up sling 
shots) and shot the bigger monkey right 
between the eyes with a ball bearing. It 
stiffened up and fell over, graveyard dead. 
I thought it was pretty funny and Mac was 
getting ready to pop the other one when 
all hell broke loose. 

The whole jungle came alive with this 
high-pitched “woooooooooop-wooop- 
wooooooop!” 1 looked back at Mac just 
in time to see a big wad of monkey shit 
impact on the back of his boonie hat. 
Then every tree in the place started to 
shake. As soon as Mac drew down on that 
second chimp, a whole bunch of monkeys 
descended on us. The shit had hit the fan. 

1 grabbed my machete and began to 
hack away at the bastards, but it was too 
late. They were out for pay-back. It was 
hand-to-monkey for a while, until Mac, 
who had lost a piece of scalp to the at¬ 
tackers, made the command decision to 
conduct a retrograde operation by 
screaming, “ Fuck it! Head for the LZ\ ” 

The landing zone was about two klicks 
away, and no easy hike in that terrain. By 
the time we made it to the choppers, we 
were covered with monkey shit and blood 
from head to toe. 

1 must admit it was kind of demoraliz¬ 
ing — a whole long-range recon patrol 
chased out of the boonies by a battalion 
of baboons. 





Phone Orders Accepted With VISA • MASTERCHARGE 

See four foeat (tester or send Si8.95 + 10% shipping A handling to: Jackass Leather Co. 


TES FAMOUS 
JACKASS LEATHER CO. 

A Division of Galco International Ltd. 


7381 N. Rogers Ave. 
Chicago, II 60626 
31Z 338-2800 


SURPRISE 


'DEAD SERIOUS 
ABOUT STAYING 
ALIVE 


M Lt Gen. 

m Mitchell L. WerBell III RFAA 

Internationally famous, clandestine 
Special Operations Commander. 



^WWWm 

Lt. Gen. Mitchell L. WerBell III RFAA 


Lt Col. E.F. Wandel 

Internationally known, professional 
soldier. Lately of Grey Scouts of 
Rhodesia. 

Chris McLoughlin 

Expert martial arts instructor. Recogni¬ 
tion world-wide. 

Lucky McDaniel 

Renowned master quick-kill pistol and 
shotgun instructor. 

Plus 20 other highly specialized in¬ 
structors mostly ex-Special Forces and 
law enforcement personnel. 

If you’re serious about staying alive 
you owe it to yourself to call or write 
Cobray International, Inc. 


✓ 





The Origins! 

Counter Terrorist Training Center 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
P.0. Box108*PowderSprings, Ga. 30073 

404 / 943-3533 404 / 943-5075 


COBRAY TRAINING CENTER COURSES 

• 5-Day Law Enforcement Program • 2-Day Pistol or Shotgun Course • 
10-Day Course in :45 Caliber Combat Shooting, Executive Protection, 
Hostage Negotiations, Evasive Driving, Counterintelligence, Uncon¬ 
ventional Weapons, Shotgun Stress, Hand-to-Hand Combat, Risk 
Analysis and Escape and Survival 

COURSES CUSTOM DESIGNED TO SPECIALIZED NEEDS. 

- NOT A MERCENARY RECRUITMENT FACILITY 
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Wholly Dully. 

The Original British Commando Sweater 1 " 
100% Pure New Wool 

Made in England Quality with rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Men & Womens sizes 32 
to 48. 

Available now for only $49.95 postpaid 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting, and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents “ride-up’* 
Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly “everlasting” wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue Grey, Forest Green, Black and V-Necks 
in Sand & Peat Brown. 

OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 


SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 



An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, 
these boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features : 

Laced-to-toe 7" Bool * Black grain-out 
leather * Rolled cushion top * Ankle binder 
pads * Full gusset * Fully lined with glove 
leather * Goodyear welt construction * 
VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole * Square 
trimmed toe and grooved heel for 
conventional Ski Binding * Removable felt 
slip soles with an extra pair provided * Pull 
stud post hooks and eyelets for rapid lacing/ 
unlacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 
to 12. Regular or Wide. 

C-990, S.F. Boots - Special $89.95 


“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 Stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

TAG-145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
TAG-159, Rubber Silencers/$ .75 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-Spec cotton web tapes with your 
information embroidered on one line. 
Choice of Black on OD, White on Blue, 
Black on White or Navy on OD. For 
uniforms & personal equipment. 4 tapes 
of same name (up to 14 letters) and color 
for only $4.25. 

NAM-140, Name Tapes/$4.25 



COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 

A^UhIiE in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organiza¬ 
tions. Sizes: Medium or Large or send 
head size. 

BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$3.95 
BAS-C7, Como Mesh Cap/$3.95 



CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS w - 

1 * 

At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fatigues. Sizes S, M, L, & XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 



MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin Wool 
with Leather Sweat Band. Fully lined 
with stiffener for Flash. The absolute 
finest made, anywhere. Purchased in 
Canada. Choose from Special Forces 
Green (RG), Ranger Black (BL), 
Airborne Red (MR), Khaki/OD (KH). 
State hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$ 12.00 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 
DESIGN. Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop 
Camouflage. Looks sharp. Not 
regulation. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camouflage, Rip- 
stop Poplin. Latest issue. Genuine 
government contract goods. Sizes: XS, 
S, M, L and a few XL. Coat or Trousers. 

CAM-1, Camo Coat/Trouser/$20.00 ea. 



Money back guarantee. All items postpaid CONUS, Send check, Money Order or 
Charge to Visa or Master Charge. 

We accept phone orders charged to your Bankcard. 

Call Today! (404) 428-1234 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 


Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 
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Continued from page 8 


B ureau 

behavior ... 

Sirs: 

I do not know Ken Hackathorn, nor do 
I know his background. As a former 
special agent, however, I do know some¬ 
thing about the FBI. There is certainly 
nothing wrong with two-handed, flash- 
sight shooting (see “Combat Pistolcraft,” 
SOF, November ’80). The Bureau teaches 
exactly that. In an instantaneous, point- 
blank gunfight, however, there just may 
not be enough time. 

Bureau studies have shown that most 
gun fights are over in a “ flash’ ’ and take 
place at less than seven yards, and that the 
participants tend to shoot high. Hence the 
FBI crouch, which also drops the unbut¬ 
toned coat open for the draw. 

The “aim” is not necessarily to the 
“gut” as Hackathorn suggests, but in¬ 
cludes the sternum, neck and head, the 
“five zone” or “kill zone.” I personally 
know of several gunfights' in which the 
agent, instinctively reacting as the Bureau 
taught him (weeks and weeks on the 
range, and literally thousands of rounds) 
took out his adversary. 

I would respectfully suggest to Ken 
Hackathorn that the FBI does it for real, 
day after very long day, and that they 
have been damned consistent winners. For 
anyone who has put it on the line with 
them, Mr. Hackathorn, they are the best. 
Respectfully, 

Norman G. Bailey 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Ken Hackathorn replies: 

Saying anything critical of the FBI 
defensive sidearm training system is 
bound to cause reactions such as Norman 
Bailey’s. I have the utmost respect for the 
personnel and special agents of the Bu¬ 
reau, the premier law-enforcement agency 
in the U.S . Nonetheless, its firearms train¬ 
ing program has not kept pace with the 
advances made in the past few decades. 
The current staff of firearms instructors at 
the FBI Academy are concerned about 
providing the finest defensive training 
available to their people. In December 
1980, the staff at Quantico was introduc¬ 
ed to the “New Technique ” by one of the 
top IPSC shooters in the U.S ., an ex¬ 
special agent himself They were impress¬ 
ed and interested in beginning a study to 
see how this system could be used with the 
FBI program. 


Continued on page 26 
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8 Ways We Keep You Alive 



Telephone De-Tapping 
Detects surreptitious taps and listening 
devices on your telephone lines, A signal 
light tells you when telephone privacy is 
being compromised and it stays on all 
night for 24 hour protection. 


Security Blanket 

Safe protection that immobilizes an 
attacker without inflicting physical harm. 
Weighs less than a pound. 



Bullet Proof Equipment 
10 or 18 layer Kevlar is super lightweight 
and protects against a .357 magnum. 
Vests are disguised as normal jackets, 
suits, etc. Also bullet proof/bomb proof 
vehicles. 



Sweep Out Electronic Bugs 
Perform an electronic sweep with the 
same sophisticated equipment profes¬ 
sionals use. This electronic system 
probes for hidden electronic “bugs” that 
are invading your privacy. Verifies the 
signal as well as locates. 



VSA Lie Detector 

Detects stress and deception in a 
persons normal voice, heeds no attach¬ 
ment to speaker. Results are presented 
continuously in a simple digital readout. 



Security Seminar 

Latest advancements unveiled in the 
field of electronic privacy, security, life 
saving equipment, bullet proof vehicles 
and apparel. Our seminar leaders are the 
foremost in the field and use only the 
most technologically advanced equip¬ 
ment for demonstration. Conducted 
internationally once each month. 

Send $25.00 for CCS catalog and report on how t< 
protect yourself against bugging and wiretapping. 0 
call Mr. Solder. 


Pocket Sized Bug Detection 
Miniature unit detects and alerts you to a 
‘ bug” or tape recorder. Tiny signal light 
is silent and easily concealed. Super 
compact. 


I CCS Communication Control Inc. SF 

| 633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 

| Enclosed is my $25.00. 

I Please rush me your catalog. 


Portable Telephone Privacy 
A portable combination system that 
makes your telephone virtually impene¬ 
trable to eavesdropping. Works any¬ 
where in the world. 


j Name _ 

j Address 

1 _ 

I 

I Phone_ 


I 


Zip 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 

633 Third Ave., Mew York. MY 10017 (212) 697-8140 TX: 238720 
1010 Wisconsin Ave., hW Washington D.C, 20007 (202) 659-3432 
1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, Fla. 33131 (305) 358'4336 . 

9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, Ca. 90212 (213) 274-6256 
1136 h, Kirkwood, Houston, Tx. 77043 (713) 870-1052 
625 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611 (312) 642-2757 
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BAT-21: DOWN 
NEAR THE DMZ 

SOF Interviews Escaped Hero 
Gene Hambleton 


by Marv Wolf 


Lt . Col. Iceal “Gene” Hambleton, 
USAF (retired) is the soft-spoken, easy¬ 
going hero of Bat-21 (see p. 25), a book 
named for his radio call sign during the 13 
days he evaded a substantial portion of 
the North Vietnamese Army in March 
1972. 

His military career began a few days 
after Pearl Harbor, when he and three of 
his buddies in his home town of Winona, 
III., volunteered their services to the 
military. Unfortunately, Ham — he hates 
his given name and answers either to Gene 
or Ham — was tall and skinny and had a 
couple of bad teeth, and the physical 
standards then were still reflecting pre-war 
realities. He was classified 4F and went to 
work in a hazardous job at a defense 
plant. When his foreman learned that 
Ham was being paid an hourly wage of 
$1.11 as a high-explosive operator — the 
foreman was only getting $.96/hr. — he 
complained to management, and Ham 
was told that he'd have to accept $.95/hr. 

Ham quit, after being warned by the 
Army colonel running the ordnance fac¬ 
tory that to do so would mean being 
drafted. Ham knew he was 4F, and wasn *t 
worried. Nevertheless, he was met at the 
factory gates by an Army staff car, and 
less than three weeks later he was inducted 
into the Air Corps as a private. 

He was trained as an airframe and 
engine mechanic but, after freezing his 
hands on a P-38 manifold one frosty, 
Nebraska winter morning, he applied for 
cadet training. He was commissioned in 
1945 and became a B-29 navigator. When 
the war ended, his squadron was prepar¬ 
ing for Pacific deployment. Ham took his 
discharge shortly after, but remained in 
the reserves while he started a new career 
selling refrigerators. 

But on Christmas Day 1950, he got a 
plain-wrapped telegram ordering him 
back to active duty. The Chinese had 
entered the Korean War and Ham was 
needed. At that point he made up his 
mind to stay in the Air Force when the 
war ended; it was a decision he and his 
wife, Gwen, had often discussed. 

During the Korean fray he flew B-29 
bombing missions over North Korea from 
bases in Japan, acting as radar/SHIRAN 
navigator on 43 missions. On one of 
these, returning from a bombing run at 
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the Senawiju Bridge, one of his crewmates 
tuned into a Chicom propaganda broad¬ 
cast on shortwave radio. Ham was amaz¬ 
ed and slightly frightened to hear a female 
announcer tick off the names of each of 
his crewmates — and his own — as they 
winged their way at 190 knots back across 
the Sea of Japan. He knew then that the 
enemy's intelligence was not to be under¬ 
estimated. 

After Korea, Ham made the transition 
to jets — first with the B-47 —- and then 
went into target intelligence and increas¬ 
ingly sophisticated electronic and nuclear 
delivery systems . He became involved in 
target planning. When the B-47 was 
phased out in favor of the new B-52, Ham 
decided he'd had enough flight time and 
switched to the Air Force missile program, 
initially with the Jupiter program and 
later with Titan. He was assigned to 
Davis-Monthan AFB near Tucson, and 
served first as a crew commander and later 
as operations officer, wing director of 
operations and finally squadron com¬ 
mander. 

Then a new 15th Air Force commander 
was assigned. One of this general's 
idiosyncrasies was that he refused to have 
former navigators as tactical squadron 
commanders. Ham suddenly found him¬ 
self assigned to Korat, Thailand, flying 
EB-66s. That was late in 1971. 

SOF: Ham, what’s a B-66? 

HAM: The B-66 is the old Douglas De¬ 
stroyer, a twin-engine jet that weighs 
about 60,000 lbs. It looks a lot like an A-7 
in the air. Ours were EB-66s because we 
were outfitted with electronic gear instead 
of bombs. It’s about an .85 mach ship, 
but we usually flew it at about 430 knots. 
One of our jobs was to draw fire from the 
SAM-2s. We wanted them to shoot at us 
because we could outmaneuver their mis¬ 
siles, and every missile they shot at us was 
one less they had to shoot at a B-52. And 
drawing fire helped pinpoint their launch 
area — then we could go in and destroy it. 
SOF: How did you get away from a 
SAM? 

HAM: We could pull about 6Vi Gs in a 
dive, and the missiles couldn’t handle 
more than 2Vi. I’ll never forget the first 
time I was in a plane that was fired on. We 
had this equipment in the cockpit — we 
had 28 ECM sets in the plane — and we 


could almost pick up a guy’s watch tick¬ 
ing, with the guy on the ground. Our 
equipment would pick up everything that 
missile did. We’d know when they fired it 
up and started the engines. Our equip¬ 
ment read, “low power,” “high power,” 
and “launch.” And it records it on a 
scope. So we’d know they were set to 
launch just when they knew it. 

Now, our aircraft carried three people, 
but some other configurations in the 
squadron carried six. All of our ECM was 
automatic. We had one ECM operator 
just to maintain the black boxes — turn 
them on and off, switch frequencies, and 
so forth. Now, on our ship — an “E” 
model — the ECM guy sat in back and I 
sat up front in the right seat, almost side- 
by-side with the pilot. The ECM guy 
would pick up a signal, give me the data, 
and I’d plot it out on my map. 

But that first one, it scared the hell out 
of me. We got the signal and the elec¬ 
tronic-warfare man yelled, “SAM, SAM, 
SAM.” Then we knew that we had about 
10 seconds before we’d be hit — we were 
flying at about 30,000 feet. So we waited 
three or four seconds, to let the missile get 
close to our altitude, then we just turned 
that airplane over and went right straight 
down. We dropped about 10,000 feet. 

As I said, we could pull about six Gs, 
but the missile’s gyros would tumble at 
anything over 2Vi, and then the guidance 
system would go out of control. So the 
reason we’d wait three or four seconds 
was to let it get right behind us, and then 
we’d dive. The missile would try to follow 
us. Every time it would get about halfway 
around, then just go tumbling through the 
air. Then we’d pop back up to altitude 
and go back to work. 

SOF: How often did you draw fire? 
HAM: The day I was shot down was my 
63rd mission, and I guess we’d been fired 
on about 45 times in all those missions. I 
remember one day I flew a double mission 
and we went up and down at least five 
times. That was five missiles we dodged. 
After a while it got to be a game. We’d 
laugh at ’em. Every once in a while we’d 
wait five seconds before we made our 
dive. Sometimes we’d go over and tease 
them, turn off our jammers for a few 
seconds, daring them to fire a missile. 
There was no way they were going to hit 
us. 

SOF: But one day they did. How did it 
happen? 

HAM: Well, you hear guys say, “Those 
stupid little yellow guys.” But I’ve got 
news — they ain’t stupid. They came up 
with a new guidance system, and the first 
time they tried it out was on my plane. We 
knew absolutely nothing about this. What 
they did is they turned off all the elec¬ 
tronics before launch. So nothing showed 
on our scope. Then they fired the missile 
manually, aimed it optically. They had a 
new computer on that thing, and when it 
got about halfway up they turned it on, 
updating it with telemetry almost instant- 
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ly. Then we didn’t have 10 seconds — we 
had four. 

SOF: So they got you? 

HAM: Well, yes. But there was one other 
little problem, and I wasn’t too happy 
about that either. We’d been telling the 
Air Force where this one missile site was, 
and they wouldn’t believe us — which was 
normal for the times. It took awhile 
before they’d pinpoint a new SAM loca¬ 
tion. 

Well, all of the missiles up to then had 
been coming from the north. This one 
came in from the south. In our preflight 
briefing we’d rehearsed what we were go¬ 
ing to do. We planned to break to the 
right as soon as a SAM came on our 
scope, then we’d dive. That would have 
been the normal procedure — away from 
the threat. Well, as soon as we got this one 
on our scope, the old boy in the back 
started to yell, “SAM, SAM,” and we 
started to break right. Then, almost im¬ 
mediately, the guy yelled, “ Negative! 
Negative! Go left!” 

We turned it over to go the other way 
and, in one second, I looked out the win¬ 


dow and there it was, right under our 
wing. 

SOF: Then what happened? 

HAM: If we hadn’t done what we did, 
turn it over the way we did, I wouldn’t be 
here. It was armed with a proximity fuse 
and, when it blew up, it was right behind 
my seat. So close it melted all the windows 
in the cockpit. I had little pieces of pot 
metal flak all over my chest and arms, but 
\ didn’t know it then. It was all happening 
so fast I couldn’t think. I just acted. I 
looked down and there was no bottom in 
the airplane. I could look right down 
through it. 

The interphone went out, of course, but 
we had emergency signals. The pilot gave 
me “seat pin with red streamer, thumbs 
up.” Well, when you pull your seat 
handles up, the left handle bottoms the 
seat and releases the canopy. The right 
handle fires you up. I just pulled up the 
handles. 

SOF: What about the rest of the crew — 
did they get out? 

HAM: No. I’ve wondered about it ever 
since. When I went out of the plane, I 
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went straight up. I could still see down in¬ 
to the airplane for a little while, and the 
pilot was still trying to fly it. So he was 
alive. The airplane was on fire. I saw it 
start to break up, but I never saw any 
more ’chutes. I’ve been thinking on it for 
years now, and I think I know what hap¬ 
pened. I finally came to the conclusion 
that they fired two missiles at us. I think 
the second one hit that airplane. I’ll never 
know for sure, but I remember that some¬ 
where in my travels, after I was rescued, I 
was talking to one of my friends and he 
told me that they had fired two at us. 

Now, I remember I started to spin — 
after I ejected, but while I was still going 
up. That makes me believe there was a 
second explosion, because I was spinning 
like a top. I remember that I had come out 
of the plane just fine, was sitting there in 
midair just like I was in a chair in a hotel 
room, and I remember looking down for 
my seat. Then there was another explo¬ 
sion, and that was when 1 began to spin. 
So I reached over and popped my para¬ 
chute and, just as I did, I looked down 
and saw my plane, on fire, going down 


An EB-66E (modified version of the 
RB-66B). This aircraft, with its crew 
of three, formerly used as a night 
photographic-reconnaissance vehicle, 
now utilizes a maze of electronic 
jamming equipment to protect 
friendly aircraft from enemy 
electronic detection. Photo: (JSAF 

through a cloudbank. 

SOF: Why did you pull your ’chute at that 
altitude? Wouldn’t it have been better to 
let it open automatically? 

HAM: That’s possible, and in fact we 
were briefed to let it open itself at 14,000 
feet, simply because by freefalling from 
where we were, 31,000 feet, I’d have been 
on the ground a lot quicker. But I started 
to spin and I thought I was going to black 
out, so I decided the only way to stop it 
was to pull the ’chute out. 

SOF: Was that your first parachute jump? 
HAM: It was my first, and my last. My 
only one. I made up my mind that I’m on¬ 
ly going to bail out of one airplane in my 
life. 

SOF: What kind of survival training did 
you have before you were sent to Thai¬ 


land? Was it of any use to you when you 
found yourself surrounded by what seem¬ 
ed like half the NVA? 

HAM: I had my first survival training 
while I was with SAC, in 1951, just before 
I went to Korea. I took it in Colorado. A 
seven-day course where they throw you 
out in the woods and say, “Find your own 
food, survive,” and a week later they find 
out if you did. When I got orders to go to 
Southeast Asia, they sent me to Home| 
stead AFB, Fla., for the water-survivai 
course. We took the same course that the 
astronauts take. On our way to Thailand, 
we went to the jungle-survival course at 
Clark, in the Philippines. I’m not going to 
say much about the SAC training, because 
I was pretty young then and I thought it 
was unnecessary. I found out later that it 
wasn’t. 

The water-survival and the jungle train¬ 
ing was some of the best training in my 
life. I don’t much like water, but I got 
through it all right. But I kind of liked be¬ 
ing out in the Philippine jungle. We spent 
about a week in the school, including two 
days and two nights out foraging, building, 
camps, learning how to travel and how to 
find food. Then they brought us back and 
we played a kind of hide-and-seek gamq. 
with the negritos — the natives they have 
over there. 

SOF: What was that like? 

HAM: They gave each of us two red dog 
tags, and told us to hide. Then the 
negritos tried to find us and, if they did^j 
we had to give them one of the tags and 
then go find another place to hide. The 
negrito would exchange that red tag for 
one pound of rice. So he was going to 
look for us pretty hard, because he 
wanted that rice. 

SOF: So how did you handle this train' 
ing? 

HAM: Well, the negritos catch about 99 
percent of the people. They know the 
jungle. It’s an all-day exercise, and I went 
out and found myself a pretty good hiding 
place and just stayed there all day long. In 
fact, they had to send the instructors out 
looking for me, blowing their whistles, 
before I came out. I found myself a bam¬ 
boo patch, about the size of a king-sized 
bed, and just crawled in and pulled some 
leaves over me. 

And I did something else, unconscious¬ 
ly I guess. I’d heard someone say that the 
way they find you is to look for the whites 
of your eyes. So, l had this black mos¬ 
quito netting in a flight-suit pocket — 
standard issue for jungle flying — and I 
pulled it put and put it over my head. 
Then I just lay there all day. They ran 
over me five or six times, but they never 
did find me. I just went to sleep until the 
instructors came out with their whistles. 

Turns out I was the only one in the out¬ 
fit that didn’t get caught. And when I was 
down in Vietnam and they were looking 
for me, I remembered about the mosquito 
net. I put it on, and kept it on. 

SOF: What could you offer in the way of 
advice to someone who found himself 
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in a situation like you did in Vietnam? 
HAM: The first and most important thing 
is: don’t panic. Anybody who finds him¬ 
self in that kind of situation has probably 
had some training. Probably good train¬ 
ing. Stop, take a couple of minutes, and 
ask yourself, “What did I learn?” Then 
go do it. I did panic, for just a minute, 
after I hit the ground. I heard an AK-47 
slug go by, pretty close to my head, and I 
hit the dirt. 

Now, when you first get on the ground 
after bailing out, you’re pretty hyped up. 
I was, I tell you. So after a while, I kind of 
collected my senses and thought, “Now 
what did they tell me to do in a situation 
like this?” I thought on it, and it all came 
back. Then I went and did it. 

SOF: And what were some of the things 
they told you in training? 

HAM: Well, first of all, don’t panic. Find 
a hiding place and sit or, better yet, lie in 
it. And let all your adrenalin simmer down 
so you can start thinking logically. 
And that’s what I did. I found myself a 
little ditch and lay down in it and just 
stayed there for about three hours. I know 
that sounds like a long time, but one of 
the reasons I stayed that long was because 
there was a pretty good ground battle go¬ 
ing on right on top of me. I could see 
troops running around all over the place, 
but I couldn’t tell which were NVA and 
which were friendlies. I wasn’t going to 
take any chances. 

I kept thinking, “Why don’t I just get 
up and run over there to the friendlies?” 
But which were the friendlies? I couldn’t 
decide. So I stayed there until dark. It was 
no time to flip a coin — not that I had a 
coin. After three hours I was fairly calm, 
and I knew that I’d always have someone 
up there in the air helping me, and that I’d 
be better off not taking chances. 

SOF: Did you ever, after the 13 days or 
during that time, think they’d quit look¬ 
ing for you? 

HAM: Yes, there were a couple of times I 
thought they’d knocked it off, especially 
about the sixth or seventh day. But I 
stayed there, not because 1 was afraid to 
move — the truth is I was terrified — but 
because the FAC told me to stay put. He 
had a plan to get me out, and they knew 
exactly where I 'was. They had me pin¬ 
pointed to within 10 feet. 

SOF: Why did the North Vietnamese want 
you, in particular, so badly? 

HAM: Well, I’d been in targeting for 
most of my career. I remembered that 
night coming back to Japan from North 
Korea in a B-29 when that woman listed 
all the crewmen on my ship by name, rank 
and serial number. So 1 knew that when 
they found the wreckage of my plane — 
and that wouldn’t be long — it wouldn’t 
take them long to figure out who 1 was 
and that I knew almost every target that 
was going to get a bomb if we ever went to 
nuclear war. And I knew a lot about our 
ECM and our radar. So, naturally, our 
guys didn’t want me taken alive. 
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SOF: Did you worry that you might get 
captured alive? 

HAM: Well, you never know how strong 
you are. You never know how long you 
could hold out with just name, rank and 
serial number. I’ll make this statement 
now, as I’ve made it before: I was not go¬ 
ing to be taken alive. I was not going to 
spend time in the Hanoi Hilton. I had 
made my mind up. I had a little four-inch 
.38 and 26 rounds, I obviously wasn’t go¬ 
ing to start a war with it, but I was ready 
to do whatever I had to. I wasn’t going to 
be caught. 



SOF: How do you feel about what’s been 
happening to our military strength? 
HAM: I’m a little concerned. More than a 
little. Our biggest weapon is deterrence — 
our missiles, our bombers. I believe that’s 
the only thing which will keep us out of 
war. I don’t think we’ll ever have a world¬ 
wide nuclear war since all of our supposed 
enemies know what we have, we know 
what they have, and we all know what 
devastation our arsenals could create. But 
we might have something like a limited 
nuclear war, with tactical weapons. In fact 
I’m sure there will be, since the Army has 
hand-held nuclear warheads. Right now 
we’re trying to deter the Russians, or 
whoever else we might have to fight, with 
an airplane that’s 25 years old — the B-52. 
SOF: We have missiles, both land- 
launched and submarine-launched. Why 
would having a manned bomber make all 
that much difference? 

HAM: Well, in Hanoi the B-52 proved it 
wasn’t worth a nickel. We lost 17 of them 
in three days. I think the airplane we 
should have been flying in Vietnam was 
the B-47. It’s more maneuverable and can 
go much lower. But what bothers me 
about the situation today is that a few 
people in the administration cut out the 
B-l. We have to have something to 
replace the B-52. It can’t last much 
longer. 

SOF: But why is a manned bomber so 
essential? 

HAM: You can bring it back. It’s just that 
simple. You fire a missile and you start a 
war. There are no destruct packages on 
our missiles. If that thing comes out of the 
silo, it’s going to the target. With a man¬ 


ned bomber, you can get on the radio and 
say, “C’mon back home.” 

SOF: What about a war in space? Is that 
likely? 

HAM: Well, I think so. Fighting a war 
doesn’t mean killing people, not always. 
One of our concerns is getting missiles to 
the target. The Russians have missiles that 
can lay out a screen that will just ruin our 
guidance systems. And we have the same 
thing. So that’s another reason for a man¬ 
ned bomber. The Russians know that, and 
that’s why they have so many big, modern 
bombers. But the Russians have put up a 
space station and, if it comes to war in 
space, that’ll be their command post. 
SOF: One of the trends in our military 
over the last 20 years or so is that we have 
taken the position that it’s okay to be out¬ 
numbered because we have superior tech¬ 
nology that will more than make up for 
the numbers. What do you think about 
this today? 

HAM: I think there’s a point at which you 
can become too fancy with your weapons. 
And right along with that is a point that 
has perturbed me for quite a few years 
now. This is the all-volunteer force. If you 
have sophisticated weapons, you need 
sophisticated people working on them. 
You’re not going to get them with a 
volunteer military. So the thing we’ve got 
to do is to make the service attractive 
enough so that youngsters will take pride 
in it, and make a decent living from it. We 
need to attract the educational elite, and 
we can’t unless we do away with the vol¬ 
unteer concept. 

You know, today we’ve got basketball 
and football players in the pros who have 
gone through four years of college and 
can’t write their names. What we're get¬ 
ting in the service is kids who have one 
year of high school. You can’t take a kid 
who can’t write his name and train him to 
work on the stuff we have now, because if 
he can’t read, he can’t learn anything. 
SOF: So what’s the answer? 

HAM: Well, I don’t have all the answers. 
But first of all they’re going to have to 
raise pay in the services, so that a person 
in the military service can live as well as a 
person in civilian life. 

SOF: Then you think we’re in trouble? 
HAM: I think we can still protect our 
country with what we have, but it’ll take 
longer. I still think that one American sol¬ 
dier is worth ten of any other. Training, 
national pride — we have it. But it hasn’t 
surfaced lately, because right now there’s 
no war going on as far as our soldiers are 
concerned, 

SOF: Do you think we’re in a kind of war, 
right now? 

HAM: I don’t think we’ve ever been out 
of one. With the way we’re trying to sup¬ 
ply the world with arms, food and tech¬ 
nology, and with the way the Russians are 
responding — sure, we’re in a war. Not a 
shooting war. But a war. 
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BAT-21. By William C. Anderson. 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall. 
1980. 188 pp. $9.95. Review by Marv 
Wolf. 

I T was 1972 and the American mili¬ 
tary machine was still rolling in high 
gear through Southeast Asia. There 
were B-52 strikes; F-4s and aging, but 
still effective, A-1E Skyraiders; Jolly 
Green Giant rescue choppers; and huge 
ground armies slugging it out beneath 
the monsoon clouds covering the 
DMZ. 

Into this maelstrom flies a 53-year- 
old WWII retread, an Air Force light 
colonel named Iceal Hambleton, in the 
right front seat of a scmi-obsolete 
EB-66 loaded with black boxes. 

The black boxes are the kingpin of 
our aerial attack, designed to protect 
and warn away the high-flying B-52s 
and other aircraft from the flying 
telephone poles called SAM-2s that the 
Soviets supplied to their North Viet¬ 
namese clients. In Hambleton’s head 
are big secrets: the secrets of the black 
boxes, and the secrets of the Titan II 
missiles and their targets that Ham had 
formerly dealt with from the comfort 
and safety of CONUS bases. 


So when Ham’s EB-66 takes a SAM- 
2 hit and he punches out to land safely 
in the middle of a huge NVA ground 
offensive, everybody wants him alive. 
What follows is a day-by-day chronicle 
of Ham’s successful escape and eva¬ 
sion through an area literally crawling 
with enemy. The fact that this is a true 
story makes it all the more intriguing. 

Ham spent 13 days dodging the 
NVA. Thirteen days — punctuated by 
several abortive Jolly Green Giant 
rescue attempts, by repeated friendly 
forays against NVA troops trying to 
reach the thicket Ham concealed 
himself in*a&d by B-52 strikes used as 
diversion#. In the end, it was the 
largest and most extensive effort ever 
launched in the history of warfare to 
retrieve a downed airman. 

This invites comparisons with the 
ham-handed attempts to retrieve the 
American hostages in Iran. We moved 
heaven and earth because it was 
necessary, and Ham — an unlikely, ag¬ 
ing hero — was rescued. Rescued 
because he refused to give up, and 
because his comrades-in-arms refused 
to give up. 

If the tale is well worth reading, the 
telling sometimes gets in the way. 


Author William Anderson is a retired 
Air Force colonel and author of seven 
novels and six other non-fiction books. 
He takes time to make a few overtly 
political statements, awkward speeches 
mouthed by two-dimensional charac¬ 
ters with a huge supporting cast. Most 
SOF readers will agree with the notions 
espoused, but the space might have 
been better used to give more of the 
nitty-gritty details that would have en¬ 
livened the book. Why, for example, 
did the EB-66 — a ship that Ham and 
his mates flew nearly every day 
through SAM-2 country — get hit? 
Ham knows why, and it’s a particular¬ 
ly fascinating tidbit. (See p. 23 for the 
answer.) 

Another source of irritation is the 
constant use of jargon and light¬ 
hearted banter by everybody quoted in 
the book. In order to bring drama and 
order to a wide-ranging and complex 
story, Anderson has resorted to a 
dramatic trick — adopting an omnis¬ 
cient point of view that makes the 
reader an unseen observer of every 
event that bears on the story — and 
some that don’t. So the book is largely 
a collection of conversations between 
characters that often seem smaller than 
life. Did everybody in the U.S. 
military go around delivering cutesy 
one-liners at the height of almost 
unbearable tension? 

Apart from some relatively minor er¬ 
rors in fact — the Marines never had 
an organization called Rangers, but the 
Army did and does — the author’s use 
of fictional composite characters and 
real people and events brings a 
necessary structure to the book that 
fleshes out the elaborate plans and 
their hair-raising execution. There are 
a couple of surprises hidden in the text 
that will wake up even the most jaded 
reader, and they help to enliven a book 
whose dust jacket gives away the fact 
that Hambleton is going to make it out 
alive. 

BAT-21 is now making the transi¬ 
tion from book to Film, though at this 
writing no Firm casting has been an¬ 
nounced. The flaws in its narration 
and dialogue will diminish as the black- 
and-white of words on a page blossom 
into full color on a movie screen — 
perhaps that’s what the author had in 
mind from the beginning. But don’t 
wait for the Film. Read the book, and 
discover to what lengths your country 
was willing to go to rescue one man 
when it had the will, and the means, to 
do what had to be done. Learn about a 
man like Col. Iceal Hambleton, who 
refused to conFirm his reservations at 
the Hanoi Hilton. 
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MICRO TAPE RECORDER 


Ultra-small, 4.75” x 2.125" x .625", yet capable of three hour-per-side 
recording time. Exceptional fidelity. Best for its size. Very simple to 
operate. Record volume is automatically level controlled. Will pick-up a 
whisper. Excellent choice for conversations, interviews, conferences, or 
notes. Supplied with playback headphone, tape, and batteries. Available 
with self-contained VOX. 


PORTABLE TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 




This handy speech frequency inverter has been designed to use with 
all types of telephones. It will allow private communications between a pair 
or more of users. No wiring, nothing to plug in. Powered by simple 9VDC 
battery. Portable, take it anywhere, 11" x 3.5" x 4.5". Twenty-five separate 
codes are switch-selectable for added security. 
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TRANSMITTOR/RECORDER DETECTOR 


Compact and lightweight. A full range of detectors are available to 
alert the presence of concealed radio transmitters or tape recorders. 
Pictured, the POCKET XMTR/RECORDER DETECTOR. Smaller thaaa 
cigarette pack. This detector offers exceptional sensitivity and features a 
vibrator type silent alert. Rechargeable battery, discrete antenna probe 
and comprehensive instructions supplied. 


MARK II VOICE ANALYZER 




The Mark II Voice Stress Analyzer electronically processes speech 
from any source: live, recorded or telephoned. The voice is electronically 
analyzed, and a numerical value, representing the emotional stress level, 
is instantaneously displayed and/or recorded on a paper graph. The 
Mark II features a real-time conversation analyzer, helpful when 
processing interviews and negotiations. 110/220VAC, 50/60HZ. 






SPECTRUM ANALYZER 




When threat of bugging must be neutralized, and when the enemy 
possesses a certain sophistication, a portable spectrum analyzer is most 
usefut. With a frequency range of .4-1000MHZ, and AM/FM demodulator- 
audio amplifier, you can identify, even locate the source of, RF trans¬ 
missions present. Supplied in a rugged carrying case, with antenna, 
rechargeable battery and comprehensive instructions. 


WATER-JEL FIRE BLANKET 




VS 


The most effective fire protection device ever devised. Fire escape, 
fire entry, extinguishing, proximity, and pre-medical first aid burn 
treatment. Not the run-of-the-mill fire blanket. Will withstand flame and 
temperatures in excess of 2700F. F.D.A. accepted. Being adopted world¬ 
wide. Available in two sizes: large, with 5’ x 8’ blanket; or small, with 2.5’ x 3’ 
blanket. Easy to store and deploy. Water Jel provides muiti-purpo9e, 
fire life-safety functions. 




f SCIENCE OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 

I This book is a complete state-of-the-art review 
I of all known audio surveillance techniques. 


METAL DETECTOR 

Portable, sensitive, in use around the world. 
All-purpose, handheld. Ideal for body searches.. 


HAND SHOCKER 

Excellent for personal defense, this pocket- 
sized unit produces a non-lethal shock 


REARSCOPE 

Top quality eyeglasses, with concealed, adjust- 
nirrors, permit 


able mirrors, permit you to see behind yourselfJ 


V 
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*A complete catalog of TECHNICAL SECURITY hardware is available for ten dollars per copy, 
refundable with future purchase. ■ mh 

Dealer Inquiries Invited Most Items shipped from stock 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

ftB HOLMES STREET • BOX 128 • BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07109 PHONE 201/751-0001 • TLX 642073 • LEABLVL • CABLE: 



I have yet to meet a serious student of 
weaponcraft who has tried the “New 
Technique 1 * and then gone back to the old 
one-hand hip-level gunman *s crouch . FBI 
special agents rarely get in gun fights, due 
to excellent planning and tactics when 
making arrests, but when a sudden, unex¬ 
pected shooting occurs, the agents do not 
always come out on top . It*s what works 
best and not tradition that counts on the 
street . The one-hand crouch is not the 
best way — nor the fastest, regardless of 
professional pride or ego. 


P istol-packing 
preacher ... 

Sirs: 

This is a note of appreciation for your 
magazine. I am a minister and a seminary 
student. Some would have you believe 
that deep religious commitment will not 
allow such concepts as self-defense or 
calculated offensive measures. This is not 
the case. Those who see evil turned aside 
with a “kind word” are simplistic. The 
Old Testament shows a God of justice and 
the return of Christ promises a militant 
one. Ultimately, the sword will not be the 
deciding factor, but responsibility for 
freedom comes under the obligations de¬ 
tailed in Romans, 13th chapter. 

Since books have priority now (I gradu¬ 
ate in May 1982), my survival prepara¬ 
tions have slowed a bit. Mel Tappan, were 
he living, would rebuke me for not having 
a semiautomatic rifle — but Til just have 
to depend on being a little bit better shot 
than the “opposition.” This is one 
preacher they’ll never line up against a 
wall. Hang in there. 

Sincerely, 

Richard L. Corwin 
Memphis, Tennessee 


T ASS NOT 
NEWS ... 

Sirs: 

Part of SOF’s value is as a source of in¬ 
formation not to be found elsewhere. 
Since reader participation must be an im¬ 
portant part of maintaining high, stan¬ 
dards, allow me to contribute one minor 
detail in the interest of total accuracy. 

On page 44 of the February ’81 issue, 
you mention that in Russian Pravda 
means truth and Tass means news. Pravda 
does mean truth but Izvestia means news. 
Tass is an acronym for Telegrafnoe 
Agentsvo Cobetskogo Coyuza — which 
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means Wire Service of the Soviet Union. 

After all, if we’re going to have to put 
them in their place one day, won’t it be 
easier if we speak their language? 

Do Svidania, 

Don Seitz 

Milford Center, Ohio 


S LICE OF 
KNIFE ... 

Sirs: 

“Anatomy of a Combat Knife” (SOF, 
January ’81) by B.R. Hughes was infor¬ 
mative and presented several good ideas 
but missed two important points. 

First, any knife that will be subjected to 
prolonged use in a survival or combat role 
should be crafted of a rust-resistant steel. 
A soldier in a combat zone or an in¬ 
dividual lost in the Big Woods has more 
important things to worry about than a 
rusting knife. 

Second, the subject of the sheath was 
almost totally ignored. Yet a sheath for a 
combat knife is just as important as the 
knife itself. As with knives, everybody has 
his or her own ideas about what con¬ 
stitutes the ideal combat-knife sheath. It’s 
a shame that sheaths don’t receive the 
same attention as pistol holsters do in 
magazines in the Field. 

So how about it, guys. An article on 
knife sheaths by B.R. Hughes or David 
Steele would go a long way toward in¬ 
troducing new concepts and improving 
the breed. 

Sincerely, 

B.W.H. 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
Glad you liked the article . Thanks for 
the suggestion — we’ll try to follow it up. 
—-The Eds . 


R eadership 
counts... 

Sirs: 

I would like to tell you what a slick 
magazine you guys have. I am 16 years 
old. If it weren’t for a friend of mine who 
also reads your magazine, I would never 
have known about it. Three months ago, I 
got a paper route and ever since then I’ve 
had the money to enjoy your magazine 
regularly. 

My mom keeps ranting and raving 
about how revolting she thinks your 
magazine is. My dad says he’d rather see 
me reading Playboy — and one girl in my 
history class nearly got sick over “Parting 
Shots” (SOF, December ’80). Frankly, I 
don’t care if people keep telling me how 
bad your magazine is — I love it! Just 
keep up the great work. 

Sincerely, 

David Caillouet 
San Antonio, Texas 
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STARLIGHT 
★ SCOPES ★ 

SEE in TOTAL DARKNESS Passively 

These are NOT cheap INFRA-RED look alike but the real thing!! And we are 
selling them at less than l/25th of their original cost of $12,800. This is less 
than 1/12th the cost of currently available commercial models. How can we 
make such an offer? We have acquired a shipment of 167 Navy surplus units 
that are in excellent condition. 

Each unit comes with a canvas carrying pouch and batteries, no other ac¬ 
cessories are available. Each unit has been thoroughly checked out and is 
guaranteed to be in excellent working condition. These units will be sold on a 
First Come — First Serve basis. If for any reason they do not perform as stated 
a full refund or exchange will be given upon receipt of the unit by us in its 
originally delivered condition. 

Each unit is hand held with a special 65mm objective. The effective magnifica¬ 
tion is IX and overall light gain is in excess of 40,000X. Viewing pupil is 25mm 
and scene emission is from a P4 phospher screen. Unit with batteries weighs 
18 oz. and is 7” long. The image intensifiers are three stage RCA types. Hous¬ 
ing and electronics are shockproof and water resistant and can be used safely 
in heavy rain without damage. While these units are approximately 9 years old 
they still exhibit a high degree of technology and as such can not be sold or 
shipped outside the domestic United States. Standard Unit $500 while supply 
lasts. 


In addition to the standard unit we have a limited number of units which were 
rifle mounted and contain 3X optics. These units weigh 25 oz. with all other 
specifications being identical. These units mate with the Redfield Ml mount. 
The Rifle Mount Units (minus the Ml mount) are $700 each. 

Each order will be shipped insured CJPS within three to six weeks depending on 
order and previous schedules. We pay shipping. Sorry No C.O.D.s, Phone 
Orders, Purchase Orders, or Quantity Discounts. Sold ONLY on a First Come 
— First Serve basis. No FFL required. Check with local and state laws before 
ordering as units may be illegal in some localities. 


INTERNATIONAL SECURITY CORPORATION 
1703 RAINTREE DR. 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23233 


Send me_Standard Units at $500 each. Send me_* Rifle Units at $700 each. 


I have enclosed $_. (Do not send cash) 

( ) VISA ( ) MASTER CHARGE ( ) CHECK 

Credit Card It _ Expiration Date_ 


NAME_ 

STREET___ 

CITY __ 

STATE _ZIP_ 

*1 understand that If supply is exhausted 1 will be shipped a Standard Unit with a $200 refund per substitution. 
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Sharpshooting 
With 

Chairman Jeff 

Gunsite Rifle Course 

by Barrett Tillman 



T HE American Pistol Institute (API) at 
Gunsite, Ariz., is widely known (and 
widely misrepresented) for its courses in 
defensive pistolcraft. Though Jeff Cooper 
is universally identified with the .45 auto 
and the Modern Pistol Technique, his first 
love is the rifle. Consequently, a new 
dimension has been added to the cur- 
riculum at Gunsite Ranch in the Arizona 
desert. 

Cooper’s infatuation with rifles preced¬ 
ed his Marine Corps service during WWII 
and Korea. He hunted North American 
trophy animals between terms at Stanford 
and learned the ’03 Springfield in ROTC. 
He still considers the Garand the finest 
battle rifle of all time.(Now, however, he 
is inclined to favor the Italian BM-59 ver¬ 
sion in 7.62mm NATO.) 

Having grown up with bolt actions, 
Cooper retains a fondness for the breed — 
and not merely from sentiment. He main¬ 
tains that, in most circumstances, a skilled 
person — male or female — can do as well 
with a boltgun as with a semiauto. 
Cooper’s favorite “riflechick” is his 
daughter Parry, who’s won open matches 
with a Remington .308. She confidently 
asserts, “If I can see it, I can hit it.” 


Therefore, API’s basic rifle course 
begins with the assumption that a pro¬ 
spective student will bring the weapon 
which best suits his needs, and that 
doesn’t always mean a semiauto with a 
20-round magazine. Indeed, Cooper’s 
hands-down favorite general-purpose rifle 
is the .308 Remington 600 with an 
extended-eye-relief two-power scope. 

Hefting his pet, he says, “If the bad 
guys were pounding in the front door, this 
is what I’d grab as I ran out the back.” 
He’s speaking figuratively, of course. 
.Anyone who’s been to Gunsite knows that 
an armed opponent is unlikely to get 
within 300 yards of the ranch house. But 
the point is well made, and is often rein¬ 
forced during the six-day course. 

Ranging In On Day One 

The fourth such class was held early last 
November. Cooper and two instructors 
sorted the students into categories and 
proceeded on the basis of weapon types. 
In this instance, both instructors were star 
pupils from previous rifle classes. Clint 
Smith is a police officer from Indiana who 
topped his class with his duty Remington 
700 counter-sniper rifle. Tom Jester is a 


big, drawling Texan who is regarded as a 
wizard with an HK-91. Both are expert 
riflemen blessed with equal shares of pa¬ 
tience and sympathy — necessary qualities 
for teaching any subject. 

The students offered a representative 
cross-section. There were five each from 
California and Arizona, two Alaskans, a 
pair from Colorado, and a sprinkling of 
others, including a Foreign Service officer 
on leave from Beirut. The equipment 
ranged from seven Ml As and five HK-91s 
down to three Remington 600s and six 
mavericks, including an exotic Ruger 77 
modified to accept an M14 magazine. Ex¬ 
cept for a Mini-14 and a Remington 742 in 
.30-06, all students shot .308s. 

Most of the class members had taken at 
least one previous API course. Bearded 
John Brook, the Gunsite administrator, 
reckons that 35 percent of all API 
students are former graduates. A handful 
have taken three courses by now, and oc¬ 
casionally you find someone in his fourth 
Gunsite class. At $400 a throw (plus travel 
and lodging), it’s ample proof of satisfied 
customers. Of the 20 students enrolled in 
the fourth rifle course, a dozen had 
previous API instruction. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Barrett Tillman, a military-aviation 
historian, has appeared in our pages 
before (see “Down But Not Out,” 
SOF, July ’80). SOF’s review of his 
book on the WWII Corsair appeared 
in In Review last month. He met Jeff 
Cooper at Gunsite while a student at 
Cooper’s pistol and rifle courses. 

Tillman, however, comes in second 
to his brother, Andy, as a contributor 
to “Sharpshooting with Chairman 
Jeff” (see our March ’81 issue). While 
taking the course described in this arti¬ 
cle, Tillman mentioned his brother’s 
solution to scoping the HK-91. Cooper 
wrote Andy — who sent in his article 
while Barrett’s was still being written. 

The two brothers operate a ranch in 
eastern Oregon. —M.L. Jones 



“Notable shooting,” Cooper said to 
author Tillman (above). Head shots are 
printed in IV 2 seconds back from 
standard ready. Weapon is Remington 600. 


Jeff Cooper is the 
Honorary Lifetime 
Chairman of the 
International Practical 
Shooting Confederation , 
and thus combines official 
authority with his vast 
background and 
experience . In this column 
Jeff will alternate his own 
observations with those of 
other experts of his 
personal selection . 
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Student takes on 50-meter double runners. Weapon 
is HK-91. INSET: Meat on the table: deer and other 
big-game targets prepare rifle-course students for 
real hunting. 


There was a time when Americans 
learned rifle marksmanship in the armed 
forces or even in high school. But no 
more. And Cooper seems ambivalent on 
this point. While he relies upon the need 
for proper rifle instruction as part of his 
business, he also laments the services’ 
diminished marksmanship programs. It’s 
a worldwide trend, and Cooper notes that 
20 years ago, few governments were 
in danger from rifle-equipped citizens. 
But now, considering the deplorable stan¬ 
dard of military marksmanship through¬ 
out the world, several nations could be 
seized from within by marginally profi¬ 
cient civilians. 

Opening Remarks: 
Marksmanship Factors 

In his opening address to the class. 
Cooper touches on this very matter. He 
asks rhetorically whether the rifle is a 
sporting tool or an instrument of social 
change. But he makes it plain that at API 
the long gun is taught not primarily as a 
military weapon, but as a means of secur¬ 
ing game. Though the majority of shoot¬ 


ing is directed at IPSC Option targets, this 
is merely for convenience. (Several life- 
size animal targets are engaged during the 
course — but more of that later.) 

Quoting Townsend Whelen, Cooper 
states that the object of his rifle class is to 
impart “the ability to hit small, often in¬ 
distinct targets at unknown ranges, quick¬ 
ly and repeatedly, even though they may 
be moving.” That is the essence of rifle 
marksmanship, and API identifies four 
primary factors in achieving that goal. 

First is trigger control. Cooper believes 
60 percent of good rifle shooting is proper 
trigger release. API gives relatively little 
instruction in the time-honored hold-and- 
squeeze method, but students are con¬ 
stantly reminded to do just that. As in 
pistol shooting, a quick “draw” (or 
presentation) is taught, followed by 
careful shooting. Smoothness and ac¬ 
curacy come first, for speed will follow as 
a result. 

Second in importance are positions. 
API teaches prone, sitting, kneeling and 
standing, but always with the adage, “If 
you can get closer, get closer. If you can 


get steadier, get steadier.” Considerable 
time is devoted to perfecting each 
shooting position and selecting the proper 
one in the Field. It becomes a trade-off 
between speed and steadiness, and the 
shooter must find what works best for 
him. 

Next are sighting and aiming. Only a 
few rounds are fired ^at ranges over 300 
meters, which Cooper feels is optimum 
for most practical rifle work. Again citing 
Whelen, he contends that with a good rest 
and sufficient time, a proficient rifleman 
should get first-round hits at 300 yards. 
Scopes give speed in target acquisition, 
but Cooper dispels the notion that they 
help anyone shoot better. An indifferent 
shot will do no better with a scope than 
with iron sights. 

API identifies gunbandling as the 
fourth factor. Transition from carrying to 
firing, economy of movement, bolt opera¬ 
tion or magazine change all apply here. 
Students are told beforehand that a solid 
30 days of dry-firing and bolt cycling are 
not merely advisable, but necessary. 
Properly done, the rifle never leaves the 
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shoulder while the bolt is operated. It is 
something semiauto shooters don’t have 
to contend with, but obviously API lacks 
the time to give such instruction once the 
student arrives. After practice, the action 
becomes automatic, and under stress a 
bolt-action shooter will seldom remember 
cycling his bolt. 

Basic Rifle In The Classroom 

In contrast to the basic pistol course 
(API 250), basic rifle (API 270) involves 
only two classroom sessions. Cooper uses 
these opportunities to explain optics and 
ballistics, but only to the extent he con¬ 
siders necessary. A scope, he emphasizes, 
is no substitute for binoculars. Scopes 
possess insufficient resolution for proper 
long-range scanning, while binocs are bet¬ 
ter for light-gathering, definition and field 
of view. He hesitates to make product 
recommendations on scopes. 

As for ballistics and acceptable ac¬ 
curacy, most benchresters and silhouette 
shooters would consider API’s attitude 
cavalier at best, crude at worst. But 
Cooper isn’t concerned. 

“If you want a small group,” he quips, 
“just fire once.” Minute-of-angle ac¬ 
curacy is fine, but API believes too many 
uninformed gun writers have made the 
shooting public hypercritical in such mat¬ 
ters. Cooper equates minute-of-angle 
(MOA) accuracy in shooting with drag 
racing in transportation. Interesting, but 
not essential. 

Instead, API teaches that a three-inch 
group is permissible at 200 yards if the 
same rifle and load produce one inch at 
100. Out to 300 yards or so, two MOA is 
considered acceptable. To obtain these 
standards, Cooper recommends zeroing 
cartridges with 3,000 FPS or more at 250 
yards, while cartridges under that velocity 
are best zeroed at 200. For most .308 
loads, this produces a sight-setting three 
inches high at 100 yards and three inches 
low at about 240. For either muzzle 
velocity, the shooter merely holds slightly 
high at ranges out to 300 yards. 

In short, it comes down to a question of 
how much accuracy an individual can use, 
not how much accuracy his rifle possesses 
under ideal conditions. Obviously, in hun¬ 
ting or in war there is seldom any such 
thing as an ideal condition. Therefore, the 
shooter must decide which factor is para¬ 
mount at the crucial moment: speed or ac¬ 
curacy. Both are important, but which is 
more important? 

The fast positions — offhand and 
kneeling— are not especially steady. And 
conversely, the steady positions — prone 
and sitting — are not really fast. Some are 
faster and some are steadier than others, 
and there lies the answer. 

In addition to the standard positions, 
API teaches the military squat (known as 
“rice-paddy prone” in ’Nam) which of¬ 
fers the advantage of being faster than sit¬ 
ting and steadier than kneeling. Both 
elbows are braced on the knees, lending 
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Cooper (right) 
prepares 
student for 
“Vlei,” 
ultimate test of 
position 
selection. 
Student carries 
customized 
bolt-action 
rifle. 


good support. And both standing posi¬ 
tions are taught. Classic offhand is used 
only when time allows nothing else. 
Olympic-style standing is employed when 
time is not crucial, but visibility is. Ob¬ 
viously, one would not choose to shoot 
standing unless he could not see the target 
otherwise. 

Slings And Bipods 

Closely allied to position shooting is use 
of the military sling. API devotes con¬ 
siderable time to teaching not only proper 
use of the sling, but fast acquisition as 
well. A practiced individual can go from 
standard ready (muzzle downrange, butt 
at belt level) to fully rigged sling in five 
seconds. Several drill sessions are run to 
instill proper procedures for “slinging 
up” both for prone and sitting positions. 
In either case, the supporting hand under 
the forestock is completely relaxed, exer¬ 
ting no pressure on the rifle. 

Those riflemen with bipods receive less 
sling instruction but learn to extend their 
bipod legs rapidly while getting into 
prone. This is in keeping with API’s rifle 
doctrine: you are taught the skills ap¬ 
plicable to your specific weapon. Shooters 
with semiautos drill in fast magazine 
changes and shoot a Rifle Presidente (an 
innovation imported from Austria), while 
bolt actions work'on the “shoot one, load 
one” principle. (The Rifle Presidente is 
fired on IPSC Option targets at 100 
meters. The shooter starts in standard 
ready facing 180 degrees from three 
targets spaced one meter apart. On signal 
he engages each target twice, reloads and 
repeats. For a perfect score of 60 a good 
time is 30 seconds.) 

Naturally, many procedures are com¬ 
patible with all types of rifles. This is par¬ 
ticularly applicable to fast positioning, 
which differs little from one weapon to 
another. After three days of this routine, 
the thighs and lower back muscles begin 
to protest against the strain of unac¬ 
customed contortions*. The early sling ex¬ 


ercises are severe in this respect, leading 
novices to the conclusion that the Marquis 
de Sade must have been a rifle instructor. 

Some people, more supple than others, 
find quick ways around the accepted 
methods. For instance, the military 
technique for assuming the sitting posi¬ 
tion is to bend at the knees, catching 
oneself with the shooting hand on the 
ground. But Tim Wickett, the personable 
young Alaskan who shared the bunkhouse 
with me, has a genius for getting into sit¬ 
ting. He seems to pull his legs right up 
underneath him, momentarily sitting in 
mid-air, and lands with a thump, locked 
into position, bending forward. It looks 
hilarious, but for Wickett it works. He 
was one of five shooters in the class who 
qualified as expert. 

Preliminary Ranging In 

Shooting begins at 25 yards, zeroing 
rifles, and soon progresses back to 50. 
The first two days are shot entirely on 
black-and-white bull’s eyes, preparing for 
longer ranges and practicing sight align¬ 
ment. From there, the ranges increase to 
150, 200 and 300 meters. At each stage the 
instructors urge students to concentrate 
on position and trigger control before 
worrying about shooting fast. 

Rapid shooting is actually rapid aiming. 
The importance is brought home during 
snap-shooting exercises which allow a se¬ 
cond and a half for a head shot at 25 yards 
and for a body shot at 50. After the first 
two days, the only bull’s-eye shooting is 
against the mover, a 12-inch circle — shot 
from 50 yards — which covers a 30-yard 
gap in about six seconds. 

Each class is divided according to 
weapons. In this case, the divisions were 
Ml As, HK-91s (“the German army”) and 
bolt actions. The latter probably received 
more individual attention, owing to the 
fact that only five bolt-action rifles 
appeared. As the week wore on, more 

Continued on page 70 
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THE SHURIKEN NINJA-JITSU WAY 

TODAY’S UPSIDE DOWN 
SOCIAL UPHEAVAL IS 
REACHING ALL THE 

STREETS OF AMERICA! 

Crime statisticskeep climbing faster than any Police Force 
can cope with. As a result many of us are walking scared. 

THESE ARE FRIGHTENING TIMES! 

Crime statistics keep climbing faster than any Police Force 
can cope with. As a result many of us are walking scared. 

THESE ARE FRIGHTENING TIMES! 

As a teacher of Martial Arts for over 35 years and a former WW 
II Combat Vet. we search for ways to walk safe. The closest 
weapon for ‘Legalized" Defense is the SHURIKEN However 
most Shurikens are soft lead "Toys" and bounce off all but soft 
pine. We have found the perfect Shuriken—Eight Sharpened 
Points of hard Metal in Ninja Black. This makes our Shuriken 
almost invisible as a hand weapon or when thrown in self 
defense or in sport throwing. Unlike throwing knifes, which is a 
studied skill, the Ninja Shuriken always penetrates! The depth 
of penetration is greater than all other Shurikens and rarely 
misses. 

Included in this fantastic weapon offer-Our own NINJA-JIJ- 
TSU follow up book based upon knowledge passed on to us 
by the Masters. As a result we earned a Fifth Degree Black 
Belt and many Street Citation awards. 

We illustrate and discuss some real solid moves, ones 
which can be the perfect follow-up after the Shuriken is 
thrown. 

We devote several chapters to weight training for Physical 
Development and finally (not printed anywhere) tips from ten 
Police departments in ten major cities whom we have con¬ 
tacted from Los Angeles to New York. These tips are Life 
Saving Police recommendations. 

EXCITING 3 WAY OFFER IF YOU ACT NOW! 

Ninja Black Shuriken $3.50 plus $1. postage & handling 
Ninja-Jitsu Book 2.50 plus 1. postage & handling 

Or Both Combined only 6.00 plus 1. postage & handling 

I Sorry No CODs M.O. □ Check □ Cash □ 

1 FOREIGN COUNTRIES: Please submit Int’l MO or Bank 
A manual covering the “Medical Implications of [ Draft payable in u.s. funds, n.y. residents add 8% tax. 
Martial Arts Hitting and Kicking Techniques” J guaranteed satisfaction or money back 



SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


BUTOKUKAI 

27 West 72nd Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10023 

□ Rush BLACK NINJA SHURIKEN $3.50 

plus postage 1.00 

□ Rush NINJA-JITSU BOOK 2.50 

plus postage i.oo 

□ Rush COMBINATION OFFER 6.00 

Includes FREE “Medical Implications 

of Martial Arts Hitting and Kicking Techniques" 
plus postage 1.00 

Name (Print)__ 


Address 


City- 


State . 


-Z*P 
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T HE effective hunter learned long ago 
to make his appearance match his 
surroundings — to blend in, as did the 
game he stalked. In ancient times, his pro¬ 
ficiency in this art had a direct bearing 
upon his survival. In war, too, the ability 
to remain unseen by the enemy has proved 
an advantage. Some facets of the art of 
becoming invisible include stealth, silence, 
use of terrain and camouflage. 

Camouflage itself has evolved into an 
art. Scores of designs and patterns have 
been produced the world over to match all 
seasons and surroundings. Until recent 
times, however, the camouflage of the 
soldier and the hunter has generally been 
limited to his clothing. For too long, one 
prime piece of equipment has gone naked 
on the hunt and into battle — the weapon. 
The silhouette of the rifle, whatever its 
configuration, is as distinct as that of the 
man himself, and can be detected almost 
as easily if it, too is not made to blend in 
with the subtleties of the landscape. 


Camouflage Methods 


When the weapon is fabricated entirely 
of synthetic materials, there are three 
choices in the method of camouflage; 
paint, slip covers made from camouflage 


cloth, and cammie tape. Paint is more 
permanent than the other two methods 
but takes longer and requires more skill 
for effective application. 

One method I have used successfully is 
to first paint the weapon black. Enamel, 
lacquer or epoxy paint can be used, but 
remember; once epoxy is on, it is on for 
good! When the black coat is dry, the 
areas that are to stay black are masked. 
To do this, first apply tape to a cutting 
board, draw the desired patterns and cut 
them out with a sharp knife. Now apply 
these cutouts to the weapon where 
desired. 

Next, apply a flat brown to the weapon. 
When the brown dries, make larger tape 
cutouts for those areas that will remain 
brown. Finally, spray the entire piece with 
a flat green or olive-drab. When that 
dries, peel off all of the tape, exposing the 
brown and black areas, and your weapon 
will be camouflaged. The order of green 
and brown can be changed if brown is to 
be dominant, and other shades can also be 
added. If desired, a tough, clear, frosted 
finish can be applied over the cammie job 
for extra durability and rust protection. 

A simpler method of camouflaging with 
paint is to randomly paint the entire sur¬ 


face with one or two shades of green, giv¬ 
ing a mottled effect. Next, with double¬ 
sided tape, affix tree leaves to the desired 
locations, and spray lightly around them 
with black and brown paint. Remove the 
leaves, and you will have a quick and ef¬ 
fective cammie job. The color combina¬ 
tion can be varied, and a little practice on 
a sheet of cardboard will quickly make 
you an expert. I have found that oak, 
maple or other leaves that are irregularly 
shaped work best. 

Slip covers, commercially available for 
long bows, can be used to some extent on 
rifles, or they can be made up from any 
available cammie cloth, including white 
for use in snow. Such covers can be held 
in place with lacing or velcro, but if they 
are to cover parts of the weapon which 
may be subject to high temperatures, they 
should be adapted to allow quick remov¬ 
al. Gunrunner Surplus, Dept. SOF, 5594 
Airways, Memphis, TN 38116, offers 
cammie covers for the M16/AR-15 rifles. 
They cover the butt and handguards and 
are secured with velcro. They serve to 
break up the silhouette of the rifle and are 
quickly detachable. Gunrunner covers sell 
for $18 per set. Presently, they are 
available in “tiger stripe” only, but 





























































































































































































































































































































































































LEFT: MAC 10 in first stage of 
masking during camouflage painting. 

CENTER LEFT: MAC 10 in second 
(brown) stage of masking. Cutting 
board and tape are used to make 
patterns. 

BELOW LEFT: MAC 10 after final 
coat and removal of masking tape. 


Gunrunner promises current GI leaf pat¬ 
tern soon, and hopefully one for the car¬ 
bine handguards will follow. 

Another top quality cammie cover on 
the market is offered by Dale Thomas, 
Quality Products Co., Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 301R, Romeoville, IL 60441, for the 
MAC 10 suppressor. It comes in current 
leaf pattern and sells for $15 ppd. 

Cammie Tape 

There are several cammie tapes 
available for use on bows, rifles and other 
equipment, including plain-white adhesive 
tape for use in snow. Cammie tape can be 
removed easily and rearranged to one’s 
liking. This can come in handy where heat 
is involved. 

Camouflaging Wood 

When a weapon is equipped with a 
wooden stock, there is a fourth choice in 
camouflage. Rather than painting, you 
can permanently camouflage the stock 
with dye or wood stains. Practice on scrap 
wood first if using this method. 

First, strip the wood of all finish and 
swab the surface with acetone or lacquer 
thinner to remove all oil from the pores. If 
the wood appears dark, as most walnut 
does, this method may not be satisfactory 
— light-colored wood works best. 

With a pencil, lightly draw the desired 
cammie pattern on the surface by copying 
from an existing pattern or by making up 
your own. A small letter can be written in 
each area to remind you later of the color 
chosen for that patch. With a small brush, 
apply the green and brown stain or dye to 
their respective areas until the stock is 
covered. Allow to set overnight. The pat¬ 
tern will appear very distinct at this point, 
and if it suits you, leave it. 



Example of leaf method of 
camouflaging on practice cardboard 
sheet. 
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Wood stock camouflaged with dy 
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ABOVE, left to right: M16 with 
slipcovers by Gunrunner; painted 
MAC’10 with Quality Products 
suppressor cover; M16 with cammie 
tape; Remington 870 in combination 
of tape and bow slipcover; Barnett 
crossbow with camouflaged dye. 

LEFT: M14A1 with combination of 
cammie tape and slipcovers. 


You can now apply black, almost as an 
afterthought, to further break up obvious 
contours. Finally, you can apply a clear, 
frosted finish as mentioned before. This 
will soak into the wood, preventing the 
colors from running due to contact with 
oil or solvents. 

If, after the basic colors are dry, you 
want a more subdued pattern, the wood 
can be swabbed with paint or lacquer thin¬ 
ner until the pattern is muted to your lik¬ 
ing. When this is dry, apply the black and 
then the finish coat. This is probably the 
most difficult camouflage method and 
will take some practice, but it is the most 
durable and easy to touch up. 

Whichever method you choose to cam¬ 
ouflage your weapon, the result will be an 
effective, attractive addition to your 
equipment, and something you can be 
proud of — oh, and some day, one way or 
another, it just might save your life. 

* 
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CHEAP TRIPS 

Aussie Invents Disposable 
Trip Alarm 

Text and Photos by Barrie Johnson 



L ET me describe a device that I in- 
i vented out of necessity while serving 
in the Australian Army Reserve (CMR). I 
was an NCO instructor in an armored as¬ 
sault unit and part of our training in¬ 
volved setting up ambushes and defensive 
perimeters. The need soon became ap¬ 
parent for a trip-operated warning device 
that was simple, cheap, effective and 
could be thrown away if necessary. 

Cheap, Convenient, 
Disposable 

This device is the result. It costs only 
pennies to make, uses a standard 
7.62-NATO blank round and is small 
enough to slip into a pocket. It can be re¬ 
used indefinitely and takes only a few 
seconds to reload and set up. The 7.62 
round is an obvious choice in Australia, as 
it is our standard small-arms round, but 
any other blank round can be used by 
making appropriate changes in dimen¬ 
sions. In a fire fight, a live round can be 
used — any injury sustained by the person 
who activates the device becomes an add¬ 
ed bonus. 

The device is made from a standard-size 
brass tube, although any other material of 
suitable strength can be substituted. The 
advantage of nonferrous materials is their 
resistance to corrosion. The only tools re¬ 
quired are a drill press, hacksaw and files. 
After one has built the first couple, he can 
turn them out very quickly. There is 
nothing complicated about the construc¬ 
tion, and if the instructions are followed, 
correct operation is assured. 

Loading is simple. The release plate is 
inserted into the slot on the side of the 
body with the fingers of the release plate 
facing toward the safety-pin hole. The 
safety pin is then inserted and the ends of 
the pin spread to insure that it does not 
slip out. The operating spring is then slip¬ 
ped over the front of the blank round, and 
the round is inserted into the body. Use 
the thumb on the base of the round to 
compress the spring until the round clicks 
into place. 

The device is then mounted to a con¬ 
venient tree, post or other obstacle by 
driving a couple of nails through the holes 


provided in the body. Otherwise, a rod 
can be slipped through the sleeves on the 
side of the body and then driven into the 
ground. A trip wire is then tied to the hole 
in the release plate and strung across the 
area to be guarded, with its end firmly an¬ 
chored to a tree or other base. Lastly, the 
safety pin is withdrawn to arm the device. 
The pin can be reinserted to deactivate the 
device if necessary. 

When the release plate is pulled from 
the body by something coming into con¬ 
tact with the trip wire, the operating 
spring propels the round forward until it 
strikes the firing pin mounted in the 
device’s base. Firing is always positive. I 
have had no misfires. The loud report 
gives a positive warning that something is 
moving in the area. 

This device has numerous uses. It not 
only has obvious military applications, 
but provides a means of detecting prowl¬ 
ers, guarding against marauding or 
scavenging animals — by setting the trip 
wire lower — and, in the case of civil 
disorder, it can give one a vital edge over 
looters or other attackers. 

x 


Device separates into four main 
parts: left, release plate; center, 
brass tube; bottom, safety pin with 
ring; right, blank round and 
operating spring. 



Loaded device shows simple 
construction. Trip wire is attached to 
plate at right; safety pin (and ring) 
prevent premature discharge. 


BREECH BLOCK 
1/16" MILD STEEL PLATE 


RELEASE PLATE 

1/16" PLATE 


1/8" MILD STEEL 



BREECH LOCKING SLOT 


NOTES ON ADAPTER: It is a 
tlght-pueh fit In the end of the 
alarm. It Is Inserted as far as It 
go by tapping It agartrsf a 
hand ob|ect. The detonator ia 
then pushed into the hole In the 
adaptor with the open end facing 
the blank round. Detonator cord 
or explosive Is then placed 
around end of detonator. 


TRIP-DET 

B JOHNSON 
PAT. APPLD. FOR 




1/8" X 1V4" COTTER PIN 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Cobras are an in¬ 
digenous Vietnamese life form that any 
Vietnam vet who met one won’t forget. 
The following anecdotes show three dif¬ 
ferent techniques for dealing with irate 
cobras in the air and on the ground. 


Airborne Stowaway 


Maj. Michael Farrell was assigned as 
operations officer for the Office of 
Highland Affairs working for John Paul 
Vann (see “Vietnam Visionary,** SOF, 
January, February *80), in “Old Camp 
Wilson, ** Pleiku City, Pleiku Province, in 
mid-1971. 


SNAKE 

Venomou s Enemies 
Bin Vietnam 


I walked across the pad in the growing 
darkness to where the aircraft was 
parked in order to talk with the crew. 
Leaning against the fuselage by the front 
landing gear, I heard a low hiss. As I mov¬ 
ed closer to the gear well, the noise grew 
louder. 

I went to the rear of the Caribou, rous¬ 
ed the crew chief and told him, “You got 
a pneumatic leak in the front gear well.” 

“Ah hell,” he said. “There’s always a 
leak of some type somewhere on this 
bird.” Back at the nose, he bent down, 
heard the hissing and commented that it 
was an odd place for an air leak. 

The Caribou fuselage rides low, just a 
few feet off the ground. I got a flashlight 
and we knelt down next to the front land¬ 
ing gear and crawled under the airplane to 
shine the light up into the cramped, dark 
well. The hissing was very loud now. 

The light played across a maze of wires, 
pipes and mechanical apparatus. Slowly, 
two red eyes rose in the darkness from the 
base of the wheel well, hovering barely a 
foot away. We both froze for an instant, 
then I rolled left, the crew chief right, and 
the flashlight bounced off the front tires 
and shattered on the ground. 


O N that day I, as the only military 
team member, was assigned the mun¬ 
dane chore of flying several hundred per¬ 
simmon bushes from Camp Wilson down 
to Buon Blech in the old Montagnard 
district of Cheo Reo (Phu Bon). Delivery 
was to be made to some displaced Jari 
tribesmen — they eat persimmons — who 
had been forcibly relocated earlier in the 
season. 

We loaded about 75 of the bushes 
(about rosebush size, with their roots 
bound in burlap) into our Papa 3 Bird, a 
tired UH1D. We lifted off, climbed to 
about 5,000 AGL (Above Ground Level) 
and trimmed out, closing the doors and 
settling down for a boring milk run. 

I took out a paperback book and 
started reading to pass the time. For some 
reason I looked up from my book — and 
saw a medium-size brown-gray cobra with 
hood expanded, looking me over. In the 
next 30 seconds I dropped my book, stood 
up on the seat, drew my service revolver, a 
S&W .45 ACP, 1917 Army, keyed the 
headset mike and started sweating. 

Breaking into the normal crew banter, I 
stated clearly and loudly: “We have a 
cobra on board!” Immediately all crew 
members looked outside for an AH 1 G 
(Cobra gunship). 

I quickly corrected them: “There’s a 
snake on board!” The “peter pilot” turn¬ 
ed in his seat and saw me ready to fire. 

He bellowed, “Don’t shoot!” His ac¬ 
tivities interested the cobra enough to 
make it move toward the front of the air¬ 
craft. 

The aircraft commander (AC), seeing 
the danger, put the ship in a nose-high 
altitude, forcing the cobra and cargo back 
toward me, the crew chief and the gunner. 
The snake headed for the “gunner’s hell¬ 
hole.” 

The gunner keyed his mike and told the 
AC, “Lower the fucking nose or I’ll blow 
your head off!” This request was accom¬ 
panied by the chambering of a round in 
his model “97,” much-modified riot gun. 
The AC complied. 

At this point the AC was the only per¬ 
son still seated. The rest of us had our 
weapons in hand and cocked. 

During the excitement we had lost con¬ 
siderable altitude and the cobra had final¬ 
ly made it to the gunner’s hellhole. The 
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gunner exited the aircraft through the 
window behind his MG (remember the 
doors were closed) and stood on the land¬ 
ing skid, hanging onto the MG mount. 

Moments later the aircraft made a run¬ 
ning landing and all passengers fled the 
aircraft, cobra included. After due con¬ 
sideration we decided to offload the cargo 
where it sat, and to hell with the Mon- 
tagnards. In the process of unloading, we 
discovered another cobra secreted among 
the roots of a persimmon bush. After rid¬ 
ding ourselves of the second unwanted 
passenger, we went back to Pleiku and 
contracted for land delivery of any further 
shipments of persimmons to the Mon¬ 
tagu ards. 

Hiss and Miss 

In 1970-71 John Stroup served as an Air 
Force staff sergeant, air police, stationed 
in Khanh Hoa Province, Military Region 
II, South Vietnam. On an evening that 
was quiet for that part of Vietnam, a C-7 
Caribou two-engined cargo aircraft 
returned from a mission at a remote out¬ 
post to its wing airbase in the Central 
Highlands where Stroup was stationed. 
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After a few minutes of cursing to calm 
the shakes, we scrounged up a pole, 
pushed a small one-sided equipment cart 
under the plane and prodded an angry 
five-foot king cobra into the cart. 
Carefully, we pulled the cart to the edge 
of the flight line under a light. The cobra 
stayed coiled, head up and hood spread, 
while the other troops gathered around to 
check it out. 

In Vietnam, the king cobra was called a 
Two Step, since that was as far as you got 
if bitten. After a unanimous decision that 
the snake was definitely Viet Cong, I shot 
it with my .38 service revolver. One VC 
snake KIA. 

To get its free ride the cobra must have 
crawled up into the gear well while the 
Caribou was parked and offloading at its 
last stop in the boonies. Too bad it didn’t 
drop out on an enemy position on the 
flight back. That would have been the 
most unique airstrike of the Vietnam 
War. 

Fragging It 

Roger T. La Rue is now a detective in 
the Olathe , KS, Police Department , but in 
1969-70 he served in Vietnam as a corpo- 

MAY/81 


ral with the 1st Recon Battalion , 1st Ma¬ 
rine Division , as a team leader for a long- 
range recon team out of Delta Company. 
HEN you work with a recon team, 
you have ample opportunity to 
meet the various types of animals which 
abound in the Asian jungles, but on the 
outpost (OP) where we were, we didn’t ex¬ 
pect to deal with much in the way of wild¬ 
life, except for the flies, mosquitoes and 
the most brazen goddamned rats you ever 
saw. But late one afternoon we met one of 
God’s most frightening animals. 

About midway into the 1969 monsoon 
season, my platoon was assigned to an 
observation post on Hill 119, located 
about 15 klicks west of Go Noi Island and 
awfully damn close to the Laotian border. 
The duty wasn’t bad for the 15 days that 
the recon platoons would spend there, as 
one platoon from Delta Company, 1st 
Recon Battalion, which was based at 
Camp Reasoner, RVN, was constantly on 
station 119; and while not “up at the 
OP,” the teams from the platoon would 
be assigned patrols in the bush. 

This particular OP, due to its location 
and the fact that there was no jungle in the 
area, just a finger ridge that afforded 


good visibility for the calling of air and ar¬ 
ty on targets of opportunity, served as a 
vital communications link for Marine 
recon teams, as well as SEAL and Army 
Special Forces teams that were in the 
bush. 

We had been catching a hell of a lot of 
rain, as well as the tail end of a typhoon 
which had wreaked havoc further south 
and along the coast. That day the break in 
the rain was a relief and it was still cool, so 
there were about five of us in Alpha 
Bunker, which commanded the approach 
paths from the OP’s LZ. The bunker itself 
was six by six feet and we had made a 
floor by putting down pallets, to keep our 
gear — and us, of course — as dry as 
possible. 

I was sitting with my back against the 
wall on the king’s throne of all seats in the 
’Nam, a grenade case, when I heard 
something out of the ordinary: one of 
those little sounds that registers on your 
subconscious in spite of the surrounding 
noise. 

It was a kind of scraping sound, maybe 
a scraping and slithering together, but it 
got me to looking around quietly, and I 
noticed a pattern-like design about six 
inches wide underneath the pallet flooring 
and stretched damn near the length of the 
bunker. 

Not being an alarmist, I just got up and 
calmly stepped out of the bunker, taking 
the letter I was writing with me, of course. 

Then I screamed, “THERE’S A 
FREAKING SNAKE IN THE BUNK¬ 
ER!” The statement caused a not-so-or- 
derly exodus from the bunker, with the 
other four guys hitting the door at the 
same time — and would you believe they 
all fit through at once? 

With everyone out, I jacked a round in¬ 
to my .45 and blasted a magazine at the 
snake. This pissed it off more than any¬ 
thing else, so one of the bright guys flip¬ 
ped a frag in, which got everybody else on 
the hill excited, and it pissed the snake off 
even more. I don’t know why the grenade 
didn’t do at least as much damage to the 
snake as it did to our gear, including my 
AM/FM radio, and all our Deuce gear. 

We could see the snake was trying to get 
into an area between the sandbags. One of 
the guys grabbed its bleeding tail to hold 
onto it, and two more began pulling out 
rapidly emptying sandbags. Suddenly, the 
fist-sized head of one very angry cobra 
popped into view, causing everybody to 
meet at the door again. Once clear, one of 
the guys cut loose with a full-auto 
18-round burst from his ’16, which cut off 
the snake’s head about eight inches 
behind its jaws. 

When measured out, the snake was six 
feet long, but it was so badly shot up we 
finally gave up on trying to skin it. 
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SOF AT THE S.H.O.T. 

SHOW 

What’s New In Guns, Knives & Optics 

by Cynthia E.D. Kite 
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The third annual S.H.O.T. (Shooting, 
Hunting, Outdoor Trade) Show at the Su¬ 
perdome in New Orleans, sponsored by 
NSSF (National Shooting Sports Founda¬ 
tion), included over 500 exhibitors this 
year and drew more than 16,000 people to 
view its wares — among them several SOF 
staffers. 

Although , unfortunately, we were un¬ 
able to personally test the products, in this 
and the next issue of SOF, we 'll share with 
our readers some of the more interesting 
ones we encountered. 


ATTENTION 

SOF 

READERS 


SOF has been advised that 
charges have been brought 
against a member or employ¬ 
ees of International Security 
Corporation, whose ad ap¬ 
pears on page 27. 

Because the ad was already 
printed and cannot now be de¬ 
leted, we wish to advise you 
that the charges apparently in¬ 
volve mail fraud. 

SOF is concerned because if 
fraud charges have been 
brought as a result of Interna- 
tionl Security Corporation’s 
response to their customers, 
we wish to play no part in fur¬ 
thering their business. 

Because we are on press as 
this is written, this is all the in¬ 
formation we have at this 
time. 

* 


SoS SURVIVAL ... 

Bench Mark Knives had a new offering 
at the 1981 Shot Show that they call the 
Serious Outdoor Sportsman's knife — 
SOS for short. Blackie Collins (above left) 
is the designer of this quick, maneuver- 
able survival knife, which incorporates 
features unlike any other. Due to its uni¬ 


que design, when folded one way, it’s a 
handle; when folded the other, it’s a 
20-gauge stainless-steel blade cover. 

The SOS, with its combination handle 
and blade cover, weighs just 4 Vi ounces 
and has an overall length of 7-3/8”. The 
3-1/8” blade is handcrafted of Sandvik 
13C-26 Swedish high-carbon stainless 
steel, and precision ground to hold its 
edge. This handy utility knife features 
four hexholes of varying sizes — four 
wrenches at your fingertips — and sports 
a built-in lanyard hole with a braided- 
nylon, Marine-green wrist thong. The 
SOS retails for just $29.75 from Bench 
Mark Knives , Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 998, 
Gastonia, NC 28052. 
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Oee forever ... 

Swarovski Optik of Austria offers 
through its U.S. distributor, Stricter Cor¬ 
poration, the only central-focusing, yet 
waterproof, binocular: the Habicht 
(Hawk) 7x42 M DV SL. This top-of-the- 
line binocular is incomparably shock- and 
corrosion-resistant and, because it is air¬ 
tight, condensation is impossible. The 
precison-adjusted and perfectly parallel 
optical axes greatly reduce the eyestrain 
often suffered during extended use, and 
the eyepieces are quickly interchangeable, 
accommodating persons with or without 
glasses. Each lens and prism coating re¬ 
ceives a special anti-reflection multiple 
coating which lends excellent brightness 
and detail resolution, even in poor light. 
The Hawk is functional and comfortable 
to hold even in extreme temperatures (-58° 
to + 158°F). 

For the demanding consumer, Strieter 
has reduced the retail price of the Hawk to 
$1,095. For further information contact 
Strieter Corporation , Dept. SOF, 2100 
Eighteenth Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201. 


MS UTURISTIC FIREARMS ... 

Ljutic Industries , Inc. , which claims to 
“innovate not imitate,” introduced a new 
concept in firearms this year with their 
Space Gun, shown here in the hands of a 
cooperative policeman. Designer A1 
Ljutic claims that his design will “revolu¬ 
tionize the market,” because it practically 
eliminates recoil. 

As he explains it, “The thrust of igni¬ 
tion equals the thrust of recoil — resulting 
in dormancy.” With vibration restricted, 
accuracy is assured. “When two trains 
crash, they stop, right?” asked Ljutic. 
That’s analogous to what’s going on in¬ 
side the gun upon Firing, according to 
Ljutic, due to the opposing thrust action 
to the recoil. 


A1 Ljutic has designed a shotgun 
(shown here), a rifle (available in all 
popular high-power calibers) and a pistol 
around his unique concept. The shotgun 
retails for $995; the rifle for $895; and the 
pistol for $695. For more details, contact 
Ljutic Industries , Inc., Dept. SOF, 918 N. 
5th Ave., P.O. Box 2117, Yakima, WA 
98907. 


-LFouble deuce ... 

CB Arms , Inc., with the assistance of 
Mark Wineman, at this year’s show spot¬ 
lighted its compact .22 LR, semiautoma¬ 
tic, double-action pistol — the Double 
Deuce — which they claim is similar, but 
superior, to the Walther TPH. The Dou¬ 
ble Deuce, designed primarily as a con- 
cealable pocket weapon, was announced 
as up-and-coming last year, but has not 
been available until now. This 18-ounce 
(empty), 5 W' (overall length) autoload¬ 
ing pistol features an ambidextrous 
thumb-release safety, fixed, low-profile 
sights, checkered wood stocks, a seven- 
round magazine, all-steel construction 
and easy disassembly. It comes in blue- 
steel or industrial-chrome finish ($199.95 
and $274.95 respectively). 

Further information available from CB 
Arms , Inc., Dept. SOF, 65 Hathaway 
Court, Pittsburgh, PA 15235. 
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Two FIRSTS ... 

W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery brought two 
innovative lockblade folding knives to this 
year’s show. The Sidewinder (left) fea¬ 
tures the first side-release lock on the mar¬ 
ket, which designers claim to be the 
strongest lock available and which enables 
the user to close the blade single-handed¬ 
ly. The 3-5/8” blade has a square tang, 
allowing it to rest at half-cock position 
when closing. It features a Sidewinder- 
snake photoetching and a laminated- 
hardwood handle, shaped to prevent 
sliding movement. The Sidewinder is 514 ” 


when closed, weighs eight ounces and 
retails for $76.50. 

The Texas Lockhorn (right) features 
two identical lock-open 31/2” California 
clip blades. This double-lock knife is 
another first in the field — and reduces 
the need for field sharpening. The Lock- 
horn has an ivory-micarta handle, is 41/2 ” 
closed and weighs Five ounces. Suggested 
retail price is $65.50. 

Both knives feature concave-ground, 
high-carbon stainless-steel blades and 
come with leather sheaths. For more de¬ 
tails contact W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery 
Co., Dept. SOF, 20 Russell Blvd., Brad¬ 
ford, PA 16701. 
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ABOVE? Jteton Marine armed wilh 
.silenced 9mm Mftt-lO thetNs his map 


Photo: LLS. 















LEFT: Marines also use Heckler & Koch 
MP5A3 9mm submachine guns with 
silencers. ABOVE RIGHT: Marines use 
M203 40mm grenade launcher mounted 
on M16A1 rifle with Starlite scope. 
ABOVE CENTER: Recon Marine goes out 
back of CH-46 on HALO training jump 
from 10,000 feet. ABOVE: Marine wears 
fully inflated drysuit used for cold-water 
operations. BELOW: Standard field radio 
for Recon is URC-87A with voice 
suppressor. 
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I N the Lejeune bush, oh-dark-thirty, 
43 degrees and pouring down rain. 
Marine weather: not just cold, but god¬ 
awful cold — almost dangerously cold. 
Capt. R.E. Nelson, CO of Force 
Recon, and 1 walk down a dirt road 
running through the sodden second- 
growth pine. The road, a sea of soupy 
gray clay the color of chewing gum, 
sucks at our feet and only lets go — 
scloop! — with effort. The rain is 
steady and freezing, draining away 
body heat. In five minutes hands are 
numb, feet are soaked, and toes barely 
move in boots. Breath comes in quick, 
gray puffs as the body stokes up the 
metabolism, trying to keep warm. It 
doesn’t work. 

In this slop we find the Recons in a 
dripping stand of pine — or rather, 
they find us, which is how it usually 
happens. They have been in this frigid 
downpour all night, without ponchos or 
sleeping bags, after four days in the 
field. They huddle in this dark green 
world, ice water dripping from noses 
and fingers, faces green with 
camouflage paint and shivering so hard 
they can barely hold their rifles. They 
are kidding each other in whispers. 
That’s when I figure these are some 
good troops. Secretaries jump out of 
airplanes, and lawyers run marathons, 
but it takes a special kind of man to 
have a sense of humor in this mess. 

“Like this weather?” one of them 
asks. The paint makes his face look 
like a square foot of swamp. 1 tell him 
it’s cold enough to freeze the personals 
off an iron dog. “Good training 
weather,” he says, grinning, and his 
teeth shine bright white against the 
grave-mold green. We chat, shivering 
like leaves in a high wind. 

We crouch in the dimness, talking in 
low voices. This is a mission and these 
guys are serious about training. My 
camera tells me that it doesn’t care to 
take any pictures, thank you, until I 
find it some more light, but I click off a 
few anyway. I ask why men join Recon. 

“We’re looking for 
something we can’t make 
ourselves do.” 

Certain attitudes are common among 
men in the elite outfits. One is an over¬ 
powering desire to test themselves. 
“Guys join for the challenge,” a green¬ 
faced trooper whispers. “It’s a chance 
to do something different, things that 
other guys never get a chance to do. I 
guess you could say that we’re looking 
for something we can’t make ourselves 
do.” 

These woods are a good place to 
look. 

“What kind of relations does Recon 
have with the rest of the Corps?” I ask. 
I can’t recognize individuals through 
the paint. 
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Capt. R. Nelson, CO of Force Recon, 
watches his jumpers from helicopter. 

“Jealousy. They don’t like us .... 
Maybe that’s why they’re always trying 
to get rid of Recon. That wouldn’t be 
real smart. It’s hard to recon the 
underside of a bridge with a satellite.” 

‘The worst thing,” another says, “is 
that they don’t know how to use us. 
Our job is long-range recon. I guess we 
could do sting-ray operations, like 
blowing up castles or shit like that, but 
it isn’t our job. We’re supposed to sit in 
the bushes and look at things. Really 
it’s pretty boring. But the infantry 
always wants to use us for stuff like 
point defense, or else they just ignore 
us. It’s a waste. 

“And don’t ever mention the word 
‘elite’ in the Marine Corps. They’ll 
disband you immediately. That’s a 
hush word. But that’s OK with me. I’m 
happy just being known as a Marine. 
We’re Marines before we’re anything 
else.” 

A patrol emerges silently from the 
dripping forest. They are almost 
invisible in their camouflage, except for 
their hands, which stand out like white 
flags. A lot of their training consists of 


watching grunt units train. Rumor has 
it that they sometimes do it without 
notifying command. If they get caught, 
Capt. Nelson catches hell, and the 
Recons who get caught really catch 
hell — not because they were where 
they weren’t supposed to be, but 
because they were caught. This has to 
be rumor. Marines are extremely 
honest and would never do anything 
without permission. 

We kneel in this green murk, which 
is lightening just enough with dawn to 
show low, gray clouds blowing in 
spooky swirls around the treetops. The 
radio man says the choppers don’t 
want to fly in the overcast. This is not 
great news, because the men don’t 
want to spend the rest of their lives 
here. Nobody says anything, but the 
road to hypothermia is getting shorter. 

“We have more in common 
with each other.” 

We talk about special units, their 
differences from regular outfits. They 
say the same things I’ve heard from 
men in SEALs and Special Forces. “We 
pretty much socialize with ourselves. 
Sometimes you go out to the Golden 
Corral and half the company’s there. 

It’s not that we don’t get along with 
other people, but we ... I guess we 
have more in common with each 
other. What 1 like about this outfit is 
that you can drink with anybody, 
whether he’s a sergeant or a FFC. In 
the regular service you can’t drink with 
a guy if he’s non-rated. There’s a rule 
against fraternization. Not here. It 
doesn’t hurt discipline because 
everybody’s highly motivated.” 

As a SEAL officer once put it to me, 
“Not less disciplined, just less formal.” 

The rain picks up and the word 
comes that some courageous chopper 
pilot will try to extract us. We move 
out, cross the road quickly in groups of 
three, and patrol silently through the 
woods. 1 feel ice water running down 
my back in a steady stream. The men 
keep their distance from each other so 
that it would be very hard to hit more 
than one before the rest took cover. 1 
run around like a spring-loaded jack 
rabbit, taking pictures, which ought to 
keep me warm but doesn’t. 

“Do you want a picture of us in 
defensive formation?” a sergeant 
whispers. 

“Yeah, sure.” 

He signals, several guys close up at 
a fast crouch, form a three-sixty, and 
drop prone in six inches of grass and 
an inch of water. Like 1 say, it isn’t 
jumping out of airplanes that makes 
Recons. Jumping into cold water is 
much harder. 

The Recons’ attitude toward publicity 
is curious. Like most military men, 
they secretly think the press are 
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clowns, which is an accurate 
assessment in most cases. Men in elite 
units have big egos, and the enlisted 
men are natural hams. (“Hey, can you 
make me a star?”) But they really don't 
like attention. Capt. Nelson in 
particular is sick of the glamor-boy 
image. “We don’t blow up castles. We 
aren’t commandos. Scuba and 
parachuting are not our jobs. They’re 
how we get to the job.” He says this 
with great emphasis, as if talking to an 
idiot child, because he has told the 
same thing to reporters before — and 
read the next day about how Recons 
blow up castles. 

An enlisted man told me, “Publicity’s 
bad for an outfit like this. If we get 
glamorized in the papers, we’re going 
to end up just like the other elite 
groups. That’s what ruined the SEALs. 
They got all that publicity, and they 
started believing it. Special Forces 
started downhill when that song about 
the Green Berets came out. I’d rather 
have another million dollars on the 
training budget. We need new radios 
and av-gas, and I get tired of looking 
up and seeing nine patches on my 
canopy.” 

We crouch in the most miserable 
clearing in Camp Lejeune, which 
specializes in miserable clearings and 
miserable everything else, and wait for 
the chopper. Naturally it’s late. Finally 
we hear that odd fwop fwop, pop 
smoke, and sprint for the bird. On the 
ride home, these guys still aren’t 
discouraged. Maybe they just don’t 
know when they’re uncomfortable. 


COMING SOON: 

SOF GOES TO THE 
WOODS WITH RECON 

SOF staffer Fred Reed, a former 
Marine, recently went “home” to 
Camp Lejeune, known to Marine 
grunts as Camp Swampy and other 
even less affectionate names, to 
observe and report on the Second 
Marine Division’s Second Force Re¬ 
connaissance Company. (Part 1 of his 
report starts on p. 40. Part 2 will ap¬ 
pear this summer.) 

The men of Second Force Recon, 
the only active-duty force-recon unit in 
existence today, are volunteers and un¬ 
dergo a seven-week course at Little 
Creek, Va. Although based at Lejeune, 
they attend a wide variety of schools 
offered by the Army and Marines else¬ 
where: Ranger, Pathfinder, Sniper, 
Jump, HALO, Scuba and others. 

The Ml6 is their standard weapon 
now but, in search of a silenced auto¬ 
matic firearm, they are testing the 
Thompson SMG, MAC-10, MP-5 and 
CAR-15. 

Look for Reed’s report in an upcom- 
ing issue. _ 
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BACK TO THE BASICS 


SOF Staffer Sharpens 
His Skills at 
Chapman Academy 


Text & Photos by Bob Poos 


When Gen. Robert Barrow, much-decorated veteran of WWII and 
Korea, was named Commandant of the Marine Corps, he made a speech 
stressing to his men the importance of "getting back to the basics 1 1 of being 
a small, elite, air-ground fighting team. 

The same is true of pistol shooting, be it IPSC, practical or bulTs eye. 

For that reason, SOF sent Executive Editor Bob Poos to attend the Inter¬ 
mediate course at Ray Chapman's Academy near Columbia, Mo., where 
the three-gun match for the SOF convention was held in September 1980. 

Poos has long experience in bull's-eye pistolcraft but had done very little 
combat-type shooting . Chapman *s Intermediate course is designed for peo¬ 
ple who have had experience in shooting but wish to sharpen and improve 
their basic skills. Poos learned a lot at the Academy. 

SOF knows that many of its readers are polished professionals in the 
shooting game. Others are not. All of us need to keep clearly in mind the 
basics on which professionalism is built. We hope this article will be both 
interesting and informative to readers in that respect. 
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Poos executes one of firing exercises. In this problem, shooter aims at 
target at left and one further to left (not visible), then swings to right side 
of barricade, shoots target at right and another further right on hillside 
(not visible). 


R ECENTLY, I learned more about 
practical pistol shooting in one week 
than I had in the past 35 years. And that 
includes a tour in the Marines during 
which I had excellent instructors, fired 
Expert twice in qualification with the ser¬ 
vice .45, and 10 years of bull’s-eye shoot¬ 
ing in which I had some fine police and 
military coaches. 

I owe my new proficiency — and I am 
now 100 percent better a shot than I was 
— to the Ray Chapman Academy of Prac¬ 
tical Shooting. 

Ray Chapman, a congenial 52-year-old 
Texas native, and his two instructors in 
the class I attended — Roy Erwin and Bud 
Mayfield — have, I believe, two secrets to 
their remarkable aptitude at improving a 
person’s ability to pitch pills out of a .45 
or 9mm. They constantly stress mastering, 
and I mean mastering, the basic tech¬ 
niques. And they have the patience of 
Buddha and the ability to interface with 
people. 

You’ll be corrected when you are doing 
something wrong with that pistol, but 
without the drill-instructor approach. 
You’ll get the message, but you won’t get 
it at your ear drums’ expense. 

Improving The Basics 

I attended Chapman’s intermediate 
course — one designed for someone who 
has been shooting handguns for some 
time but who wants to sharpen up his 
basics and improve his shooting. It in¬ 
cludes 30 hours of instruction over five 
days (actually, you’ll probably shoot an 
hour or two longer each day just for fun) 
and costs $275. The equipment required is 
a serviceable pistol, belt, holster and 
rubber-soled shoes or boots. Chapman 
recommends running shoes. (I wore GI 
jungle boots that I had in Vietnam and 
they worked well.) Don’t wear leather 
soles; you’ll slip. Chapman advises that 
one will need at least 600 rounds of am¬ 
munition for this course. I shot about 
1 , 000 . 

My class consisted of 19 men and two 
women — considerably larger than the 
normal class of 10 to 15 students. Even so, 
all of us received careful, detailed instruc¬ 
tion and advice from Chapman, Erwin 
and Mayfield. 

“Aim for the center of mass — always 
— I can’t stress that enough. Use that 
adrenalin flow to your advantage. Sure 
you’ll shake a little at first. Don’t let the 
fact that you get a little excited and shaky 
disturb you. Just learn to keep yourself 
under control. 

“That pistol must be stabilized when 
the hammer falls. Stabilize it as you’re 
squeezing the trigger. And squeeeeze that 
trigger. 

“Don’t wrap your forefinger too far 
around the trigger unless you’re shooting 
a revolver — then you have to. But with 
an automatic, keep it short of the first 
joint.’’ 


That’s the essence of Chapman’s first 
short speech to his students. 

He also discusses equipment briefly. 

Equipment Choices 

“Most people who are successful in 
competition shoot a .45 Colt Government 
Model, Commander or Gold Cup. Some 
prefer a 9mm — both the Browning and 
the Smith & Wesson Model 59 are good 
pistols. But most of us like the .45. For 
one thing, it punches a bigger hole in the 
target, so it might touch a scoring ring 
that the 9mm would just miss. 

“You need good, reliable, high-visibil- 
ity sights. [Chapman does not like colored 
or fluorescent sights which he believes are 
distracting.] Use flat-black sights.” 


(A word here about sights. If you have 
a Colt Gold Cup, take it to a gunsmith 
and have him either put different sights on 
it or lock in the existing ones. Gold Cup 
sights, both front and back, tend to fly off 
during extended shooting. Some of the 
more experienced shooters in my class had 
already had this happen to them. It hap¬ 
pened to four more during the class.) 

“Trigger release should be 4 to 4 Vi 
pounds. Use a mainspring that is suited to 
your ammunition. For hardball, get a 
hardball spring, perhaps 21 pounds.” 
Chapman does not like a recoil buffer. 
Ambidextrous safety, of course. 

He is most positive about the bullet arid 
the load: “Use a 200-grain lead, flat- 

Continued on page 88 
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TOP LEFT: Ray Chapman closely supervises shooter early In Intermediate Course instruction. TOP RIGHT: Student In 
Chapman Academy Intermediate Course checks and pastes target. ABOVE: Shooters taking Intermediate Course at 
Chapman Academy fire from prone position. 
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Another exclusive report on the Mujahi¬ 
deen’s fight for freedom behind Russian * 8 
lines near Jalalabad. With little or no aid 
from theFree World, the guerrilla strug¬ 
gle continues unabated. 


Text G Photos by Jim Coyne 
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S CATTERED among debris left over 
from the ambush lay a letter, lovingly 
folded between the pages of a young So¬ 
viet soldier’s Military Identification 
Booklet. No. 3926240, Evegny Efimovich 
Bulyaev, bom 17 March 1961. 

It read: 

October, 1980 y 

Dear Evegny, hello. I always think of 
you. Daiya has gone North of Crozin. The 
hilltops of Crozin have been covered by 
snow. It is getting colder and colder, day 
after day. 

I do not know when you will come 
home. I always work. Mother is at home. 
Mostly watches TV and listens to the 
radio. No news. 

One day when it was raining heavily , 
the body of Victore, who 15 days ago 
married with Nadia , was brought from 
Afghanistan. Poor Nadia. How unfor¬ 
tunate. 

Hope you will return soon. 

I love you. I love you. Please, I love 
you. 

XXX. 

Evegny will not be going home alive 
either. At 19 his life ended in a burst of 
automatic-weapons fire as he and the rest 
of his BTR crew scrambled from their 
trapped vehicle into the open, hostile hills 
of Afghanistan. 

Surrounded by more than 300 Mujahi¬ 
deen guerrillas, they never had a chance. 
They ran out of air cover and luck simul¬ 
taneously. 

The Afghan province of Kunar, border¬ 
ing Pakistan, is rugged and mountainous. 
Covered by thick pine forests, it is an ideal 
area of operations for a guerrilla war — as 
far as the guerrillas are concerned. There 
is only a precarious, narrow main road, 
sheared from the rock and bordered by 
the Darya-ye Kunar River winding below. 

Raw Russian Deal 

During a late November afternoon in 
the mountains overlooking the. road near 
Jallala, a group of 300 to 400 Mujahideen 
assembled to plan an attack that night on 
Barrie Kot, a Russian armor and mecha- 


TOP LEFT: Hashmet Mojadidi, son of 
Sebghatullah Mojadidi — leader of the Afghan 
National Liberation Front — sighting in 
Chinese Type 56 assault rifle with folding 
bayonet, west of Dakka, Afghanistan. MIDDLE 
LEFT: Soviet Military Identification Booklet 
*3926240, Pvt. Evegny Efimovich Bulyaev, 
KIA, Kunar Province, Afghanistan, November 
’80. Captured Soviet AKM with plastic 
30-round magazine. BOTTOM LEFT: Clnex- 
ploded Soviet air-deployed plastic anti¬ 
personnel mine (PFM-1) near trail west of Towr 
Kham. (See SOF April ’81, and this issue.) 
Notice liquid-explosive seepage on outside. 
LEFT: Torak Mahlik, said to have killed 65 
Russians since the Invasion. Mahlik is a title 
reserved for village headman. 


nized-infantry garrison of 500 Soviet 
troops and 2,000 troops of Afghanistan’s 
Marxist government. 

Always, everywhere in Afghanistan, it 
is the Russians who man the tanks and 
APCs, while what remains of the Afghan 
army ride in trucks, or walk. It’s a raw 
deal all the way around. 

Seldom do Russian forces move with¬ 
out heavy helicopter-gunship air cover 
overhead. 

However, this day, unexpectedly, a col¬ 
umn of eight vehicles moved toward Bar¬ 
rie Kot from Asmar, another Russian gar¬ 
rison to the south. Two APCs, an eight 
wheeler and a four wheeler, led the col¬ 
umn, followed by a T-62 tank. Without 
air cover, a fatal mistake. 

Excitedly, the Mujahideen formed a 
plan of attack. Twenty-five men quickly 
moved out to create an avalanche to block 
the road toward which the Russian col¬ 
umn advanced — unaware. While the 
roadblock formed, the other guerrillas 
divided into groups and concealed 
themselves in rocks above a hairpin curve 
in the road. Thirty men stayed behind as 
the column passed with instructions to 
create another avalanche to block retreat 
once the ambush erupted. 

Tactically, the ambush could not have 
been planned better. 

As the lead BTR rounded the turn, its 
crew spotted the roadblock ahead and 
stopped, with the other APC and trucks 
behind strung out around the turn. 
Behind them all, the T-62 ground to a 
halt, unable to provide fire support for 
the lead vehicles. 

Within seconds, the truckloads of 
Afghan infantry withered under a hail of 
automatic-weapons fire that overwhelmed 
them and disabled the trucks, setting one 
ablaze. The lead APC crews panicked, re¬ 
alizing they were caught between the rocks 
ahead and their own destroyed trucks 
behind. They tried frantically to fire and 
maneuver. Then the hatches snapped 
open as they attempted to scramble 
toward the convoy’s rear and the 
“safety” of the tank. It was here, on the 
bare earth of a desolate road, that Evegny 
Efimovitch Bulyaev — the young Ukrai¬ 
nian soldier — died. 

Tank Trap 

The tank driver, realizing all was lost, 
reversed gears and fired the main gun 
point-blank into the hillside and began a 
fast track back toward Asmar. Then the 
second avalanche fell — blocking retreat. 

In its frantic effort to climb over the 
huge rocks blocking the road, the T-62 
only managed to grind itself deeper into 
the dirt. Another avalanche fell in front of 
the tank, leaving only three or four meters 
in which it could maneuver. 

Adjar, leader of one of the Mujahideen 
assault groups and a former sheepherder, 
leaped onto the tank’s hull and shot off its 
antenna. Then, with the butt of his 


AK-47, he jammed the turret machine- 
gun barrel so it could fire only into the air. 

Other Mujahideen climbed onto the 
tank and covered its viewports with rags 
and dirt. 

One can only imagine the crew’s blind 
terror while making every effort to ex¬ 
tricate themselves from this horror and 
certain death. 

But, like a huge beast caught in a pit 
trap, the tank finally exhausted itself and 
lay still, engine idling, belching diesel 
smoke. 

One after another, Mujahideen careful¬ 
ly and quickly dragged scrub brush and 
small dry trees toward the immobile T-62, 
piling the wood against its sides and top. 

They called out to the crew inside, 
taunting, “If there are any Muslims in¬ 
side, come out.” But there are only Rus¬ 
sians in tanks. No reply came. 

Fire was set with a single spark, and 
flames and grey smoke engulfed the tank, 
curling into the late-afternoon sky. 
Mujahideen cheered as the inferno of 
superheated air grew in intensity. 

Then it was over. Night fell like a final 
curtain. 

Such stories of individual bravery in the 
face of overwhelming odds are legend 
and, like many accounts of heroic acts, 
the truth is often more fantastic than fic¬ 
tion. 


DIM THAT TANK 

Soviet forces in Afghanistan have 
come up with an interesting innovation 
in the use of a mine-detection device 
that has for some time been a standard 
tool in the Russian army. 

It is the DIM, a magnetically sen¬ 
sitive anti-vehicular mine detector. 

The DIM was originally designed to 
be mounted on the front of a jeep-style 
vehicle. The device is essentially com¬ 
posed of two rods, each about 10 feet 
long, with magnetic sensors on the 
ends. The rods lightly brush the 
ground ahead and the sensors, upon 
detecting metal, send a message back 
to the vehicle. The procedure then is 
for troops to dismount and manually 
sweep the suspected area. 

However, the Soviets have aban¬ 
doned use of DIMs on jeeps and 
adapted them to T-62 tanks. The rea¬ 
son is probably quite simple. Russians 
riding in exposed vehicles have suf¬ 
fered heavy casualties from Afghan 
freedom-fighter snipers, so now the 
Russians go everywhere in Afghanistan 
in tanks or APCs — buttoned up. 

A freedom fighter told SOF that the 
Afghans have developed a number of 
methods to render the DIMs less effec¬ 
tive. These were described to SOF staf¬ 
fers, but we are not going to divulge 
them because the Russians probably 
have not yet figured out what the 
Afghans are doing. —Bob Poos 
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Recently, while sitting late one night 
talking with some young Mujahideen dis¬ 
cussing America and th£. election of 
Ronald Reagan (in whom they place great 
hope), there was a quick knock at the 
door and a man slipped in, all smiles. 
Everyone immediately stobd, crowding 
around, hugging him, shaking his hand. 
More Mujahideen entered to see him, 
greatly excited. I hadn’t a clue as to who 
he was, but I knew he was important. 


QUESTIONS OF 
ARMS AND UNITY 

The most urgent problem, facing the 
Afghan resistance r—. other than the 
Russian army — is unity of command. 
Where the Russians have one com¬ 
mander, the Afghans have scores. 

A government in exile is desperately 
needed, one that would be responsible 
for procurement of arms from Mother 
governments. This is a serious matter, 
one which eventually may decide the 
outcome of the war. 

The needed weapons are shoulder- 
launched surface-to-air missiles, anti¬ 
tank rockets and mines. Sophisticated 
and deadly stuff. For any sympathetic 
government to provide such arms, 
responsible leadership is required on 
the part of those receiving them. Who 
gets them? How? For how much? Who 
are they going to be used against? 
Where? How soon? All legitimate 
questions. 

It has been more than a year since 
the Russian winter invasion of 1979. In 
the First months of the assault, the Mu¬ 
jahideen — and the rest of the world — 
were stunned by the attack's ferocity 
and magnitude. Only daring feats of 
individual bravery bought time for the 
Mujahideen to fall back and regroup. 
Command disintegrated into anarchy. 
Ad-hoc alliances were formed, and 
then broken. Finally, five of the main 
groups established a revolutionary 
council. But this “Loyal Jirga” has 
been rendered ineffective by the op¬ 
position of fundamentalist pro- 
Khomeini. Islamic groups. Pro-West¬ 
ern Islamic groups hdve been thwarted 
in their attempts to introduce words 
like “democracy,” “nationalism” and 
“elections” ihto the council charter. 

Incredibly* the United States seems 
most anxious to please the f most anti- 
Western Islamic factions, rather than 
the pro-Western groups.' 

A commander of the largest and 
most pro-Western group told me: 
“The United States is difficult to 
understand. It is as if it is best to say, 
‘Go away, leave us alone, we don’t like 
you, you’re our enemy.' 1 Then you get. 
the United States’ respect, and anxious 
offers of help. But when we extend our 
hands in genuine offers of friendship, 
we’re ignored. It is peculiar.” 

To say the least. — j.C. 
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(Later, I was told he was a high-ranking 
official in the present Afghan “govern¬ 
ment,” an informer who came that night 
to report, and then returned the following 
morning to Kabul.) 

Tea and bread quickly appeared, and 
for many minutes he answered questions 
and relayed news. Then he began a long 
story in Pushtu, a rich language known 
for its nuances in the art of storytelling. (It 
has more than 200 subtle insults). 

For the next 15 minutes he spoke to an 
absolutely silent audience. When he 
finished, there was a sudden storm of 
laughter and everyone sprang to his feet, 
hugging him, each other, and even me. I, 
of course, had no idea what had been 
said, but I sure wanted to know. 

This is it: 

Tale Of Three Russians 

The big news in Kabul that week con¬ 
cerned an old man, a gatekeeper at a small 
children’s school. Early one morning 
before the children arrived, he entered a 
classroom where a teacher was preparing 
the day’s lessons. He told the teacher that 
his sons and relatives had fled to Pakistan 
and, because of his age, he was certain he 
would never see them again. 

He told the teacher he had prayed that 
morning and promised Allah he would kill 
three Russians before the day ended. The 
teacher looked at him, amazed, and 
laughed. The old man left and walked to 
the bazaar. In its center sat a Russian tank 
whose crew had dismounted to sip tea and 
buy cigarettes. From a food stall, the old 
man picked up the Afghan equivalent of a 
machete, used locally to chop melons and 
coconuts, and, with a stroke, decapitated 
the seated tank officer from behind. The 
crew, horrified, scrambled toward their 
tank. The old man ran after them and 
once again buried the blade, with one 


swing, in another tanker’s skull, killing 
him instantly. The remaining Russians 
had, by this time, regained the safety of 
their tank, and the old man fled through 
the bazaar. But he was soon caught by in¬ 
formants loyal to the government and 
taken to the governor, who quickly con¬ 
vened a court. 

The governor asked the old man why he 
had done such a thing. The old man re¬ 
plied that he would tell, but first everyone 
present must recite the Shahadah to prove 
they were all Muslims (In Arabic: “There 
is no God but Allah, and Mohammed is 
the messenger of Allah.”) The court 
agreed and all present recited the 
Shahadah. 

The old man told them he now believed 
they were all Muslims. He said he had 
prayed to Allah that morning and promis¬ 
ed to kill three Russians before day’s end, 
and if they would please excuse him for 
five minutes, he would like to find the 
third. 

Winter Action 

Winter will be decisive in the course of 
the Afghanistan war. 

In December 1979, the Afghans, and 
the world, were taken by surprise when 
the Russian army launched an armored 
assault, spearheaded by a political 
assassination, and seized Afghanistan’s 
capital and major cities. The world should 
not have been surprised then, when, this 
winter, another Russian assault took 
place. Historically, Russia has always us¬ 
ed winter as an ally. 

There are two scenarios. In the worst 
case, the most vital and disturbing ques¬ 
tion facing Afghan resistance, Pakistan, 
the Free World and the United States is: 
How do we keep the Russian army at bay 
if it chooses to expand beyond Afghan¬ 
istan? 



Border crossing at Towr Kham. The irony of the driving instruction may be lost 
to the local motorist entering Afghanistan, 
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Russian strategy of intervention in 
Third World countries is based on taking 
advantage of political and economic prob¬ 
lems prevailing in the target area. Internal 
and external conditions are exploited 
without regard to ideology. The aim is 
chaos. Such conditions take time to de¬ 
velop and Russia, until recently, believed 
time was in its favor in Afghanistan. 

Detente, which has a different meaning 
for the Russians than it does for Amer¬ 
icans, gave them all the time they needed. 
They were prepared to wait. Now, 
however, the resurgence of Islam in the 
near Middle East; Sino-American rap¬ 
prochement and cooperation in scientific, 
technological and military fields; discord 
within the Soviet camp itself; the possibili¬ 
ty of existing Russian sources of oil drying 
up; the shift of American public opinion 
away from detente; the apparent will¬ 
ingness of the West to significantly in-, 
crease defense spending; and the election 
of Ronald Reagan as President, have sud¬ 
denly changed the Russian perception of 
time. It is now of great importance. The 
premature and miscalculated action in Af¬ 
ghanistan was a direct result of this 
change. Developments are likely to occur 
much faster than hitherto believed. 

Iran and Pakistan are now the two 
frontline states situated directly in the 
path of Russian objectives in the near 
Middle East. Russian possession of Iran 
would not only deprive the industrialized 
West of substantial quantities of oil, but 
would pose a threat to its oil sources on 
the Arabian Peninsula. It would also 
outflank NATO from the southeast. But 
such an action would almost certainly 
mean confrontation with the U.S. and 
Europe. Precisely for that reason, it is 
more logical to assume the Russian army 
will move southwest, through Pakistan, 
rather than elsewhere in the near Middle 
East. The world would be less inclined to 


risk a conflict with Russia if only 
Pakistan’s security were jeopardized. 
Pakistan is a poor country with only a 
33-year history as a nation. 

By coordinating a simultaneous move 
with India, which has fought two recent 
wars against Pakistan for control of 
Kashmir, the Russians could, if they wish¬ 
ed, divide Pakistan at the Indus River. By 
so doing, they also would solve with 
brutal finality the problem of Afghan- 
resistance sanctuaries in Pakistan. 

In such a scenario, Pakistan stands 
alone staring down the barrel of the 
Khyber Pass. The only impediment for 
Russia would seem to be China, its long¬ 
time rival in Asia. But China is unlikely to 
side actively with Pakistan in a war with 
Russia without the involvement of West¬ 
ern Europe and the United*States. To do 
so would be against China’s long-term in¬ 
terests. 

The Chinese would have to fight Russia 
and its allies on five widely separated 
fronts: Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, 
Vietnam and China’s own long, tenuous 
border with the Soviet Union. 

Invading armies have swept down from 
the mountains and passes of Afghanistan 
to pillage and plunder the Indian sub¬ 
continent for more than 3,000 years. 

The warm-water port of Karachi bec¬ 
kons to Moscow like a jewel. It must be an 
intoxicating goal for the Kremlin. But for 
others, it is a more sobering thought. As 
one high-ranking Pakistani military of¬ 
ficer told me while we stood together on 
the Khyber Pass, “This is where the whole 
world will go to war. Everyone is 
waiting.” 

Most Probable 

The second scenario has already begun. 
The addition of 25,000 fresh Soviet troops 
has made major ground-and-air search- 



Hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil. Puppet Afghan Government Police, Afghan Ar¬ 
my, and Political Officer at border crossing near Khyber Pass. Barbed wire marks the 
border between Afghanistan and Pakistan. 


AIRPORT ENCOUNTER 

Next to me on the plane from 
Peshawar to Karachi sat two well- 
dressed, anxious-looking gentlemen I 
took to be Pakistanis. I was wrong. 
They were Afghans who had left Kabul 
three days before, ostensibly on a 
business trip to Frankfurt. In reality, 
they were seeking asylum and were 
afraid that they would be stopped be¬ 
fore they got there. They told me of 
their perilous drive from Jalalabad to 
the Pakistan border. I told them I had 
been with the Mujahideen at that time, 
overlooking that very road. We all 
laughed. 

They introduced me to a young boy 
who had been twice wounded by the 
Russians and had spent the last three 
months recovering in a Khyber hos¬ 
pital, now also on his way to Germany. 
(It seems Afghans are unable to secure 
U.S. visas.) The boy was very polite — 
and very nervous. 

We sat together in the Karachi ter¬ 
minal waiting for our common flight 
out, taking turns watching each other’s 
luggage, exchanging stories and news. 

Suddenly, the older man nudged my 
arm, nodded toward the opposite 
counter and said, “Russians.” 

Sure enough, there they were. A ner¬ 
vous Pakistani hung up a sign reading 
“Aeroflot — Moscow,” with Misha 
the bear on it. The Russians were a 
humorless group of fat, badly dressed 
people. One of them kept an unlit cig¬ 
arette dangling from his lower lip as he 
scowled around the room. 

The boy couldn’t take it. His knuck¬ 
les were white as he gripped his only 
bag. 

We told him to stay calm and go to 
the restaurant. As he got up to leave, 
he spat at the feet of the nearest Rus¬ 
sian. They pretended not to notice. 

I stared at them, fascinated, as they 
waited anxiously to board their plane. 

Finally, I couldn’t take it either. 

I had, in my pocket, a Xerox® copy 
of Evegny Efimovich Bulyaev’s mili¬ 
tary identification card (the young 
Ukrainian killed only two weeks pre¬ 
viously in Kunar — see p. 74). 

I knew if I didn’t do it, I’d regret it 
all my life. 

I walked up to the group of Rus¬ 
sians, and asked if anyone spoke Eng¬ 
lish. All but one of them turned away. 
He growled, “Russian.” 

I held out, in front of his face, the 
ID card with Evegny’s photograph and 
the unmistakable star, hammer and 
sickle. They all turned around. 

I pointed to the photograph, drew 
my finger across my neck like a knife, 
and said, “Afghanistan.” 

Then 1 walked away. —J.C. 
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and-destroy operations possible inside 
Afghanistan, combined with operations 
aimed at sealing the border areas and sup¬ 
ply routes near Pakistan’s Northwest 
Frontier Province, including limited 
ground and air incursions against guerrilla 
sanctuaries within Pakistan itself. More 
than 200 incursions of Pakistani air space 
have occurred since the Russian invasion 
of Afghanistan. In one raid, six Mi-24 
gunships rocketed and strafed a Pakistan 
army border post at Kit Kot in Bajaur 
Agency for 20 minutes, killing two Pak 
gunners. The Paks returned fire with a 
quad-12.7mm anti-aircraft gun and re¬ 
ported hits on what they believed to be the 
command-and-control gunship. It was 
last seen trailing smoke and dropping 
debris in the direction of Jalalabad. 
Pakistan could not confirm a kill until 10 
days later, when tribesmen began crossing 
the border, carrying sawed-off pieces of 
the gunship’s armor which they promptly 
began to sell to knife manufacturers for $2 
U.S. a pound. 

In late November, Kabul Radio began 
announcing that military exercises, started 
weeks previously, were continuing in four 
provinces: Kabul, Wardak, Kunduz and 
Paktia. Armed forces communiques, 
broadcast simultaneously, ordered resi¬ 
dents of these provinces to carry their 
identification cards. 

“Daily sweeps will be conducted by 
Security Forces to conscript males aged 21 
or over for military service.” 

These reports coincide with diplomatic 
messages of major Soviet actions against 
guerrilla forces in Parwan as weli as Logar 
and Wardak Provinces. 

Guerrilla sources confirm the “exer¬ 
cises” are, in fact, widespread search-and- 
destroy operations, involving large 
numbers of helicopter gunships and 
armor-silpported ground forces. Soviet 
and Afghan troops (referred to as Lenin’s 
Sons) entered the narrow Tangi Valley in 
Wardak Province and began a systematic 
roundup of guerrillas, using lists of names 
provided by informers. 

The Russians are deploying battalion- 
and brigade-sized units, using .air-assault 
tactics in a new phase of the war to block 
and destroy guerrilla strongholds. 

Once more using winter as an ally, as 
well as the experience and intelligence ac¬ 
quired during the first year’s fighting, the 
Russians mounted large, sustained opera¬ 
tions aimed at the destruction of guerrilla 
sanctuaries and opposition. 

Afghan Steel 
And American Mush 

Once again, the bravery and endurance 
of the Afghan people will be tested in their 
fight for freedom. There has been no 
military assistance from the “Free 
World.” 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in 1813, “If 
ever there was a Holy War, it was that 
which secured our Liberties, and gave us 
Independence.” 


Ironically, it is the United States, once a 
fortress of freedom, proud to proclaim 
itself “The Arsenal of Democracy,” 
which now seems willing to discuss free^ 
dom only in a free land, or lecture the 
world on human rights. Freedom and 
human rights in Afghanistan have been 
crushed beneath the tracks of Russian 
tanks. 

Lenin’s doctrine is: “Probe with the 
bayonet — if you find mush, advance; if 
you find steel, withdraw.” In Afghani¬ 
stan, the Russians have found the steel 
will of the Afghan people. In the United 
States, so far, they have found mush. Of¬ 
ficial U.S. reluctance to provide weapons 
for a struggle which is, by any definition, 



Guerrilla freedom fighter less 
amputated foot as a result of new 
Soviet PFM-1 mine. (See SOF April 
’81, and this issue.) Photo: Tom 
Reisinger 


clearly a fight for freedom, is particularly, 
repulsive in view of the historically recent 
Soviet policy of supplying massive 
amounts of military aid to the Vietnamese 
communists for use against American 
troops. Surface-to-air missiles of every 
variety; radar-controlled anti-aircraft; 
modern aircraft; tanks; armored person¬ 
nel carriers; light and heavy weapons; 
anti-tank weapons; artillery; mines; am¬ 
munition; training and advice — all were 
freely given to kill 57,500 Americans and 
wound more than 300,000 others. It was 
no mystery where the stuff came from. 
We all knew. Washington knew. The 
world knew. But business as usual prevail¬ 
ed. No one mentioned going to war with 
Russia over it. 

What' goes around, comes around. If 
the Russians now want Afghanistan so 
badly, I, for one, would like to give them 
the maximum opportunity to die for it. 
Let’s supply the guerrilla Mujahideen 
with the Redeye surface-to-air missiles we 
consider obsolete. They’d litter the land- 


OPPOSITE: Instructions and 
operations orders are dictated to a 
courier near Jalalabad. Lack of radio 
communications may be asset to 
guerrillas, since Soviets could 
intercept and locate radio 
transmissions. Weapon is .303 Lee- 
Enfield Mk III 1907. 


scape with MiGs and Mi-24s. Give them 
LAWs and anti-tank mines and there 
wouldn’t be one Russian in a tank any¬ 
where in Afghanistan. 

Ultimately, however, it is not a question 
of whether the United States, or any na¬ 
tion, arms the Afghan people. They will 
fight. As one guerrilla leader wryly put it 
to me, “Our arms factories are in 
Russia.” The Russian army stands facing 
the reality that it has now become a war 
between every Afghan family and the So¬ 
viet Union. 

Believers’ Swords 

History teaches that freedom goes 
hand-in-hand with bravery. The people of 
Afghanistan are, above all things, brave. 
There is a saying in the local dialect of the 
hill tribes: “A non-believer believes in his 
shield; a believer believes in his sword.” 

The fight for freedom is the fiercest of 
passions, an ideal so consuming it rides 
rough-shod over doubt. It is a faith. It is 
for this reason Afghanistan will win. 

First, realize that everywhere the Rus¬ 
sian army goes in Afghanistan it is sur¬ 
rounded and outnumbered by increasingly 
competent resistance forces. Secondly, 
realize the Russian army is being beaten. 
I’m certain this comes as a surprise to 
most of America. The American press 
persists in portraying Afghan resistance 
as “rebels,” implying the legitimacy of 
the “government” they are “rebelling” 
against; or as small bands of ragtag tribes¬ 
men, doomed by “the most awesome mili¬ 
tary machine on earth.” This is nonsense. 
The Mujahideen guerrillas, admittedly 
poor and ill-equipped, are rich in tactical 
ability and have an innate sense of guer¬ 
rilla warfare. 

The Mujahideen are quick to take ad¬ 
vantage of Russian mistakes, and the So¬ 
viets are making many mistakes. In fact, 
the modern Russian army had, until now, 
only vicarious experience in warfare, be¬ 
ing untested in real battle since 1945. It 
shows. The ranks are predominantly com¬ 
posed of 18- and 19-year-old conscripts 
who don’t have a clue as to why they’ve 
been sent to Afghanistan. They were told 
to expect resistance from CIA imper¬ 
ialists. Most Russians suspect their 
government of lies, but this war has pro¬ 
ven beyond belief, even for officers. 


Continued on page 72 
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THE WORD “RUSSIAN” HAS 
NOW BECOME A SYMBOL OF OP¬ 
PRESSION. EVEN THE GOOD 
NAME OF “PEOPLE’S” POWER 
HAS BEEN STOLEN FROM THE 
PEOPLE. 

You now find yourselves in a des¬ 
perate situation. Failure to fulfill your 
orders burdens you with death — 
death and disgrace. The more you look 
into it, the more you see yourselves in 
such a trap. Hasn’t the time come for 
us to put an end to arousing a world¬ 
wide conflagration, to put an end to 
the game of war on two fronts and be¬ 
gin to set our own house in order? If 
one must perish, isn’t it better, isn’t it 
more worthy, to perish in the struggle 
for freedom of one’s own people, than 
for the enslavement of others? 

ISN’T IT TIME TO STRIKE THE 
CRIMINAL POWER OF THE CPSU 
IN THE NECK? 

The People’s Labor Union struggles 
for a free Russia.,, For free, secret and 
equal choice of popular representa¬ 
tives. For equal rights and opportuni¬ 
ties for all citizens. For economic ini¬ 
tiative. For free professional unions. 
For spiritual, cultural, economic re¬ 
newal of the country. For the right of 
national self-determination. Such a 
Russia will come. Such a Russia is not 
beyond the mountains. Therefore, do 
not give up your life in a strange land 
in the name of strange interests. Save it 
for the future, for the liberation and 
revitalization of the Homeland. Pull 
out of Afghanistan homeward, to re¬ 
veal the truth of this dirty war, to em¬ 
brace your near and dear ones, to pre¬ 
serve a pure conscience! 

Popular Labor Union 


AFGHAN PSYWAR 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Afghan 
Freedom Fighters wage psychological 
as well as guerrilla warfare against their 
Russian invaders . Psywar posters mys¬ 
teriously appear tacked or pasted on 
the walls of buildings in cities occupied 
by Soviet troops. 

This is the translated text of one of 
them brought back by SOF Special 
Correspondent Jim Coyne. It is a joint 
effort of the Afghan Islamic National 
Front and the Popular Labor Union — 
descendants of White Russians exiled 
from their homeland after the Soviet 
revolution in 1919. Its Russian name is 
Narodno Trudovoy Soyuz Rossiyskih 
Solidaristov t generally known by the 
initials NTS. 

NTS activists live in several Euro¬ 
pean countries — but maintain con¬ 
tacts inside the Soviet Union itself 
AFGHAN ISLAMIC 

NATIONAL FRONT: NTS 

SOLDIER! 

Soviet power sent you into Afghan¬ 
istan under the slogan, “Fraternal 
Assistance.” They lied to you. They 
said you were going save the Afghan 
people from the Chinese, the Ameri¬ 
cans and the Zionists. But through the 
viewport of your tank and the sight of 
your machine gun you see not foreign 
interventionists, but Afghan partisans. 
What you were told was foreign inter¬ 
vention is in fact the Afghan people de¬ 
fending their land from you. You see 
how the Afghan peasant strikes against 
you, with what kind of eyes every 
youth looks at you. Didn’t your grand- 
father-partisans strike against Hitler’s 
occupation forces in this way? Didn’t 


your father burn the enemy soldier 
with such a gaze? 

At home they can scarcely make 
ends meet, but the CPSU [Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union] doesn’t pity 
the millions of people, doesn’t pity the 
thousands of lives — nor your life. It 
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only wants to extend its power still fur¬ 
ther. They sent your father to Hungary 
in ’56, your brother to Prague in ’68, 
and now you see yourself in the role of 
chastiser. The struggle against the 
Afghan partisans brings neither glory 
nor honor to Russia: it only places a 
still more disgraceful hand on our peo¬ 
ple. 
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by Galen L. Geer 

Kuzan Qda hplds his^BeSt-bf-T980 
LA-Knife-Show winning armor¬ 
piercing fighting knife, 
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F OR an instant the steel flashed against the blue Colorado 
sky and carried me back through the centuries to feudal 
Japan. Kuzan Oda smiled at me. The long samurai-sword’s 
point poised over the mouth of the scabbard, in which the 
entire blade had been hidden from the sun a second before. 
“You want to see it again?” he asked. 

I nodded and watched him slide the three feet of gleaming 
metal back into its case. He turned and nodded at an unseen 
enemy. His face contorted and suddenly the steel flashed 
again, whipping out of the scabbard in a blur of movement 
across the front of his body. Then it poised above his head 
for a fraction of a second before dropping to slice the 
imaginary enemy in two — stopping an inch from the 
ground. 

Again Oda smiled. Looking at me, he said: “To learn the 
quick draw and cut takes maybe two years. To learn how to 
fight — a lifetime.” 

Koichiro Oda, better known as “Kuzan, the 
Knifemaker,” may be one of Colorado’s most unusual 
residents. 1 learned about him from the publicity following 
TV’s Shogun series, when the Japanese and their culture 
became the most popular subject in the newspapers. Soldier 
of Fortune became interested in Oda when we learned about 
his unusual knowledge of samurai swords and customs, and 
his outstanding knives. He is one of the most interesting 
craftsmen we’ve interviewed. 

Since Oda came to the United States from Japan five 
years ago, his reputation as a knifemaker and sword polisher 
has been growing steadily. Oda brought back to life the 
“old-world” tradition of craftsmanship and combined it 
with the needs of the modern world in his knives. In his 
Colorado garage workshop, the knifemaker carefully 
designs, then builds from the finest steel he can buy, a line 
of fighting and hunting knives found nowhere else in the 
country. 

Kuzan Oda demonstrates drawing long sword for 
“quick draw and slash.” He holds scabbard to draw top 
of blade against wood and to protect fine steel edge. 
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All of Oda’s knives possess an intrinsic 
beauty which lifts them above the class of 
knives sold across the counter in most 
stores to that of the finest-quality blades. 
A1 Mar, whose knowledge of knives is well 
known to SOF readers, says of Oda’s 
work: “His knives are among the best 
made and worth the money.” 

Kuzan knives are expensive. The least 
costly is a four-inch skinning knife which 
sells for a base price of $150. His prices 
then climb, topping out at $500 for an 
eight-inch, no-frills dagger. 

The prices seemed high until I watched 
Oda at work. His skinning knife — the 
easiest for him to make — requires a full 
day and a half to fashion from the metal 
blank. That’s roughly 12 hours of skill 
which has taken Oda a lifetime to acquire. 

Oda began learning about blades as a 
12-year-old in Tokyo. He was apprenticed 
to his uncle, Yasoro, a Tokyo sword mer¬ 
chant, who bought and sold samurai 
swords. 

“My uncle would buy an old, rusty 
sword and bring it into his shop. There he 
would begin to slowly remove the rust and 
restore the blade. When it was finished, he 
would then sell the sword for many times 
what he paid for it.” 

It was from his uncle that Oda learned 
to look beyond the shroud of history that 
surrounded samurai swords and penetrate 
their mystery. 

“A samurai sword is like no other in the 



ABOVE: Samurai short-sword tangs. 
From top: Simosaka Group (village), 
value $2,000, age, 300 years; unsigned 
but watering shows is Hasebe Kunishige, 
national-treasure class (mar on blade 
reduces value to $10,000), 600 years; 
Munehira, $500, 300 years; Norimitsu, 
$1,000, 300 years; Kangsada, $5,000, 
300 years; blade is 100-150 years old, 
tang 500, value $500. LEFT: Kuzan 
knives include (center) armor-piercing 
fighting knife with black-micarta handle, 
$500. Others are, clockwise from top 
right, boot knife, coca-bola wood handle, 
$300; boot dagger, coca-bola wood 
handle, $350; prototype in author’s 
collection, ironwood handle; skinner, 
black-micarta handle, $175; utility 
hunter, green-mlcarta handle, $175; 
dropped point, red-micarta handle, $175. 
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world,’* Oda explains. 4 ‘It is filled with 
mystery, stretching from the love of the 
craftsman who prayed for the‘sword’s 
success, to the last warrior who carried it 
in battle. The traditions that surround 
these swords make them a mystery to 
most Westerners.” 

After four years working under his un¬ 
cle, Oda was promoted from sword pol¬ 
ishing to knifemaking. More years were 
devoted to the study of knives in Tokyo — 
during which he quickly learned he had in¬ 
herited a bonus: his knowledge of samurai 
swords. Today that knowledge is applied 
to his own knifemaking. 

New Knife Design 

At the 1980 Los Angeles Knife Show, 
Oda’s newest creation, a six-inch armor¬ 
piercing fighting knife, won the “Best of 
Show” award. The knife, a sleek, lethal- 
looking weapon designed for combat, 
captures a person’s attention at the first 
glimpse. The knife is based on the line of 
the samurai Wakizash , or short sword, a 
close-fighting weapon designed to pene¬ 
trate enemy armor. 

From the point, the blade top flares 
out, giving the point added strength for 
fighting. The blade itself then sweeps back 
toward the hilt, adding strength to the cut¬ 
ting edge. 

Oda designed the armor-piercing knife 
not to fail when the user was defending 
himself against either man or marauding 
animal — in the tradition of the sam¬ 
urai, who could depend on his sword not 
to fail him in mortal combat. 

“When I first designed this knife, peo¬ 
ple asked me why I wanted such a knife. It 
is hard for many people to understand 
that the hunter and the soldier need a 
knife which is different from any other. It 
is a knife made to kill — in defense of 
one’s life or family.” 

Although Oda has altered the tradition 
of testing new blades to fit the modern 
world (see “The Steel Of The Samurai,” 
p. 60) he still tests each new knife before it 
leaves his shop. Also, he refuses to make a 
knife he cannot test himself. The numer¬ 
ous requests for throwing knives he re¬ 
ceives are all politely declined. 

“I do not throw knives,” he explains, 
“so I could not test a throwing knife — 
therefore I do not make them.” 

Kuzan knives are “tools only.” Every 
one of his knives is designed to fill a 
special need. He believes there are pat¬ 
terns, ways of giving a knife a good feel 
and balance — some of which have been 
proven over centuries — which should not 
be changed. “Try to change these de¬ 
signs,” Oda says, “and you change the 
knife. Such foolishness could cost a man 
his hand or even his life.” 

Oda does not want to live with the 
thought that one of his knives may fail 
when it is needed. 

“I am a craftsman; the tradition of 
Japanese blades is found in my knives. A 
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knife that is good, that is functional, will 
have its own lines, its own beauty. To try 
to add to those lines, to make a knife like 
a piece of art, is to destroy the lines which 
give it strength.” 

Knives, while they are making Oda 
famous, are not his only business. He is 
also one of the few men alive who can 
polish a samurai sword in the true tradi¬ 
tion of Japan’s polishers. Also, he is 
believed to be the only Japanese in the 
U.S. who uses the pure-Japanese method 
of polishing the swords. 

One room of Oda’s home is without 
furniture. A floor covering protects the 
hardwood floor from water spillage. In¬ 
side the room stands a large tub of water, 
a collection of stones and a traditional 
wooden bench/block for holding the 
stones while polishing the swords. Samu¬ 
rai swords are scattered around the room. 



TESTS FOR 
NEW SWORDS 

No samurai sword was ever accepted 
blindly. Each had to pass a series of 
tests, one of which was hacking up the 
bodies of criminals — or peasants if 
one happened by at the right (or 
wrong) time. The cuts, all numbered 
and given exotic names, ranged from 
the most difficult (across the hips, No. 
1) to the very easy (anyone can chop 
off a hand), No. 16. 

1. ryo kurma — pair of wheels. 

2. tai-tai — very big. 

3 karigane — wild goose. 

4. chiwari — splitting the breast. 

5. o-kesa — priest’s robe. 

6. kami-tatewari — top vertical 
split. 

7. wakige — armpit. 

8. kurmasaki — end of the wheel. 

9. suritsuke — rubbing in. 

10. shimo-tatewari — bottom vertical 
split. 

11. san-no-do — third body cut. 

12. ni-no-do — second body cut. 

13. ichi-no-do — first body out. 

14. ko-kesa — small priest’s robe. 

15. tabigata — sock region. 

16. sodesuri — cutting the sleeve. 


Sword polishing is a slow process that 
was first developed 600 years ago. A col¬ 
lection of seven stones, each with a dif¬ 
ferent degree of coarseness, is used in the 
process. A tub of pure water (no chemi¬ 
cals can be added) sits in front of an odd¬ 
shaped wooden footrest. A stone is placed 
in the wooden block. It is held in place by 
another block with a foot on top of it. 
After selecting the sword he wants to 
polish, Oda wets the blade with water, 
then the stone, and he begins a soft, swirl¬ 
ing motion of the blade on the stone. 
After drawing the sword along its length, 
he adds more water to the blade and the 
stone and repeats the age-old process. 

Depending on the condition of the 
blade and quality of the steel, the clean¬ 
ing/polishing/sharpening process can take 
anywhere from a few days to several 
weeks. Oda often encounters problems 
with samurai swords brought back from 
the Pacific during WWII. Because Amer¬ 
icans don’t really understand the kinds of 
swords they may have captured, they 
sometimes try to polish them on wire 
wheels or grinding wheels — a mistake 
that can ruin the sword beyond repair. 

“To use anything except the proper 
stones on a samurai sword,” Oda says, 
“will ruin it. The careful folding and 
doubling of the steel when the sword was 
first made can oe ruined by the smallest 
touch of a grinder wheel or even a file.” 

Sword Hunt 

To try to track down historic swords, 
Oda prowls flea markets, gun shows and 
any place where a samurai sword might 
show up. These swords, depending on 
their owner’s knowledge and his ability to 
prove the sword’s worth, can sell for 
anywhere from $100 to several thousand 
dollars. Oda is searching, mostly in vain, 
for the missing national treasures of 
Japan carted off by American GIs at the 
end of the war. 

“Thirty-six of these swords were na¬ 
tional treasures,” Oda says. “All but two 
are missing. So, whenever I can, I look at 
old war souvenirs to see if I’ve found 
one.” 

The swords Oda is searching for were 
taken out of a number of museums by 
American GIs who were part of the oc¬ 
cupation forces. To Oda, It is important 
to look for the swords, but he holds 
nothing against the Americans who took 
them. “It was war,” he explains, “and 
America won — had we won what would 
we have taken? It’s all meaningless now.” 

If Oda were to locate one of the swords, 
he would try to arrange a meeting between 
the owner and a representative of the 
Japanese government. Since they are na¬ 
tional treasures, the government would 
pay enormous sums of money to get them 
back once they were authenticated. When 
I asked how much, Oda only shrugged his 
shoulders and said: “How much is a 
treasure worth?” 
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Another group of swords, although not 
national treasures, were those claimed by 
many Americans as war trophies during 
the Pacific campaigns. These swords 
range . from cheap scrap-iron blades to 
family heirlooms that may be centuries 
old. They may command prices from a 
few hundred dollars to tens of thousands. 
Most are worth two or three thousand 
dollars after restoration. 

People who own samurai swords and 
want Kuzan to restore them don’t walk in¬ 
to his home, leave the sword and expect to 
be quoted a price or pick it up a few weeks 
later. He is unable to quote a price until he 
sees the sword’s condition and has a 
chance to examine it. Also, he has a one- 
year-plus waiting list of customers. 

American Apprentice 

To help with his backlog of work, Oda 
has finally taken on an apprentice, Terry 
Berryman, a former oil-field worker who 
started working for the knifemaker three 
months ago after hearing him talk about 
the swords and his knives at a gun show. 

“I don’t care if it takes years,” Ber¬ 
ryman explains, “but this is an art which 
should not die. I want to learn both sword 
polishing and knifemaking. Oda is the on¬ 
ly man in this country who can teach me.” 

With someone to help with his work, 
Oda now has time to persue one of his 
other interests — hunting. One of the 
reasons he left Japan was its strict gun- 
control laws. 

Gun-Control Bullshit 

“In Japan,” Oda explained, “there is 
too much bullshit you have to go through 
to get a license to own a gun. I’ve always 
loved to hunt but I couldn’t have the guns 
I wanted — so I left.” 

Oda’s first stop was L.A., where he 
worked for 18 months as a knifemaker. 
He then moved to Colorado, where he 
worked for six months before settling in 
Colorado Springs to open his own busi¬ 
ness. Now Oda feels he has the best of 
both worlds: a thriving knife business and 
access to Colorado’s big-game hunting. 

Right now, he still doesn’t have the time 
he wants for hunting. Oda is running at 
least a month behind on all knife orders. 
Part of the reason is that he starts with 
blank mental from Colt Steel, the highest 
quality he can find. From it, he cuts the 
knife out by hand and shapes the blade 
and tang with hand files before turning to 
a belt grinder to begin the final lines. 

To get the mirror finish on the steel that 
is one of his marks of quality, Oda care¬ 
fully uses green chrome on a cloth wheel 
to remove the last surface scratches. The 
handles are made from a variety of 
materials, depending upon what his client 
ordered for the knife. Finally, before 
shipping the knife, Oda tests it in his shop 
to be sure it will live up to his trade name 
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— Kuzan, which means “mountain” in 
Japanese. He wants his knives to last as 
long as the mountains. 

To get a copy of Oda’s latest price list, 
SOF readers can write directly to him at: 
Kuzan Knives, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
15795, Colorado Springs, CO 80935. 


THE STEEL OF 
THE SAMURAI 

For the samurai warrior, his sword 
was an extension of himself — a part 
of his body. A warrior spent most of 
his life, when not actually in service to 
his lord, seeking greater warriors he 
could learn from and study, hoping to 
improve his combat skills. 

A samurai’s sword was not issued to 
him by some obscure supply sergeant. 
The price of his swords may have cost 
the young samurai his land, his family 
— everything he owned. But, for him, 
it was worth the cost. 

The samurai sword, because of the 
men who carried it and their unique 
place in history, is sought by most col¬ 
lectors because of the warrior connec¬ 
tion. Yet, to understand the real beau¬ 
ty of these steel blades and their value, 
a person must have some knowledge of 
how they were made — and used. 

The sword was treated with respect 
even when not in use. If it was not be¬ 
ing carried in its scabbard, it was 
placed in a rack with the edge up, hilt 
to the right. The scabbard itself was 
made of, or lined with, soft wood. 
When the sword was drawn, either for 
combat or maintenance, it was drawn, 
and returned, by sliding the back of the 
blade on the wood so the edge would 
be undamaged. The fit between hilt 
and scabbard was so tight that the 
blade could not rattle and moisture 
could not enter the scabbard and rust 
the blade. 

Although volumes have been written 
about the sword’s use, it was the crea¬ 
tion of these magnificent blades that 
caused the samurai to revere them. 
That reverence was carried to the 
battlefield. The samurai’s code of con¬ 
duct determined where he could strike 
his enemy. A samurai warrior was 
never proud of having struck his 
enemy in any manner, or on any part 
of the body, except for those establish¬ 
ed by the code. For instance, the long 
sword could be used only on the top of 
the head, the wrist, the leg and below 
the knee. 

Although most illustrations show 
samurais carrying only two swords, 
they often owned, and carried, many 
more. In most “sets,” two smaller 
sheaths were made in the scabbard of 
the two larger swords. One was for the 
Kozuka , a short throwing knife, and 
the second was for the Kogai or head 
pin, The throwing knife was the first 
weapon children learned to handle, 
and a youngster planning to become a 


samurai was expected to throw the 
knife and hit a man in the eye at 20 
paces! 

All samurai swords were tested, fre¬ 
quently on the first peasant who hap¬ 
pened to walk by. This tamshrigiri 
was common throughout Japan. Tests 
were also conducted on criminals. An 
expert would be on hand for a 
criminal’s execution with a new 
samurai sword, and he would later 
write a report on the blade’s worth for 
the intended owner. However, the 
blades were never tested on murderers, 
rapists or any person with a tattoo or 
skin disease, since their blood would 
diminish the blade’s strength. 

After the execution, the corpse was 
hung up or placed on a pile of sand and 
more test cuts were made. There are 16 
different cuts recognized by the 
samurai and each one had to be tested 
before the blade was ready for its 
owner. 

Although all of the Japanese blades 
were made in more or less the same 
manner, their difference lay in their 
length. These are: Jin Tachi, 33 inches 
and over; Katana and Tachi, 24 to 30 
inches; Chisa Katana, 18 to 24 inches; 
Wakizashi, 16 to 24 inches; Tanto and 
Aikuchi, 11 to 16 inches; Toroi Toshi, 
9 to 12 inches; and Kwaiken, 3 to 6 in¬ 
ches. 

The Japanese swordsmith started 
with raw ore collected from secret sup¬ 
plies in the mountains. He returned to 
his shop or village and built a new blast 
furnace for each sword. The smelting 
operation, once begun, lasted four 
days. At the end of the smelting pro¬ 
cess the furnace was torn down and the 
metals collected. By using different 
degrees of hardness from the raw ore, 
the smith could control exactly the 
quality of the intended blade. 

The most complicated of the several 
processes of making blades was the ori 
awase san mai. A bar of steel was weld¬ 
ed to the edge of a bar of iron and this 
steel then placed between two more 
bars of iron and the bars welded to¬ 
gether. 

Each process was slightly different 
and, depending on the smith’s 
preference and his own skills, the pro¬ 
cess of folding and doubling the steel, 
then welding it, could take weeks and 
give at least 32,768 iayers of steel to a 
single bar (the future blade), producing 
the world’s first homogeneous steel. 
Master swordsmiths, such as Ma- 
samune, welded four bars, made by 
doubling, then welded and doubled the 
bars five more times, producing 
4,194,304 layers of steel in a single 
blade — a feat unequalled today! 


Continued on page 78 
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Pornographic Paper Dolls 


by Herbert A. Friedman 



German “Mirror-Wise” tells frontline soldiers not to trust civilians. Text reads, 

“Joan was in her room and just about to change because she intended to go to the 
cinema with Bob. She had done that quite often since John, her husband, bad left; for 
the front. Why shouldn’t she? Bob is a good friend of John’s and he certainly 
wouldn’t object. Everybody understands that Joan cannot always sit home alone for 
years, without any companionship.” Cartoon shows end of story. . \^ 
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W EBSTER’S Dictionary defines por¬ 
nography as “writings and pictures 
intended to arouse sexual desire.” Would 
it surprise you to know that all the major 
governments involved in WWII 
used pornography as part of their victory 
strategies? 

Sex on the battlefield? What was por¬ 
nography expected to accomplish? Why 
dirty pictures instead of bayonets? Pro¬ 
fessor Paul Linebarger, author of Psycho¬ 
logical Warfare (Infantry Journal Press, 
Washington, D.C., 1948), justified the 
campaign by stating that young soldiers 
are almost totally preoccupied with sex. In 
America especially, secondary sex refer¬ 
ences are a part of daily life. Women are 
draped over every conceivable product, 
from automobiles to refrigerators. Thus, 
our enemies hoped to use this familiarity 
with sex to excite and arouse front-line 
troops. Since no quick relief from this 
arousal was available, it was hoped that 
morale would plummet. 

In German Psychological Warfare (Ar¬ 
no Press, N.Y.,. 1972), Ladislas Farago 
agrees, stating that the young soldier is a 
bundle of hyperactive glands, with all his 
thoughts relating directly to sex and ap¬ 
petite. 

Both authors knew that the Allied and 
Axis powers produced leaflets using sex¬ 
ual themes in an attempt to demoralize 
soldiers at the front during the last world 
war. 

Did these leaflets work? Did their 
finders become emotional cripples unable 
to carry on their everyday duties? Did 
they concentrate on their guns instead of 
their weapons? Evidence leads us to be¬ 
lieve that just the opposite happened. The 
“dirty pictures” became collectors’ items, 
sought after by the troops who passed 
them from hand to hand with a resultant 
lifting of morale. 

Professor Linebarger noted that the 
Japanese idea of “involuntarily celibate” 
males — so desirous of women that they 
would surrender out of depression — just 
didn’t hold water. Our troops collected 
the pornography and “despised the 
Japanese as queer little people for having 
sent it.” 

Torment Or Toilet Paper? 

One American GI assigned to the 35th 
Infantry Division in February 1945 tells of 
receiving pornographic leaflets in an ar¬ 
tillery barrage: “We used the leaflets for 
toilet paper in Company C.” This in¬ 
teresting statement reinforces that of Sir 
Arthur Harris, RAF Air Marshal: “My 
personal opinion is that the only thing 
achieved [by dropping leaflets] was largely 
to supply the continent’s toilet paper re¬ 
quirements for the five long years of 
war.” 

In Paper Bullets (Froben Press, N.Y., 
1946), Leo Margolin describes the French 
lines during the so-called “Phony War” 
period in 1939 and early 1940, when “the 
French soldier’s will to fight evaporated 
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like his breath.” Josef Goebbels, Reich 
minister of enlightenment and propagan¬ 
da, provided millions of leaflets with 
drawings of a tired, dirty French soldier in 
a forward position contrasted to a French 
woman in the arms of a British soldier. 
The constant repetition by enemy loud¬ 
speakers stressing the absence of British 
troops in the Maginot Line and their con¬ 
spicuous presence — with French women 
of course — in the rear echelons also ag¬ 
gravated military insecurity. 

Sefton Delmer, a reporter with the 
French army—who would later become 
an official of the British wartime-propa¬ 
ganda agency—recalls his visit to the 
French front in 1939. He was shown a 
leaflet which “consisted of a small picture 
on very thin tissue paper showing a 
French soldier doing his duty at the front. 
But, if one held the picture to the light, 
the scene underwent a complete change. 
In place of the brave poilu , one now saw 
in minute, salacious detail, a British Tom¬ 
my fornicating with what a caption told us 
was the Frenchman’s fiancee.” 

There are a number of different varia¬ 
tions of this card. On 1 May 1939, French 
soldiers along the Maginot Line received a 
German airdrop of thousands of colorful 
cards which showed brave troops fighting 
and dying in front of a barbed-wire en- 
placement. Above the men is a clear area 
of sky and the words, “Ow le Tommy est - 
il reste?” (Where is Tommy staying?) 
When this card is held to the light, a new 
scene magically appears, because a second 
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card has been cleverly attached beneath 
the covering piece. The new scene answers 
the question about the whereabouts of 
British troops by showing them cavorting 
behind the lines in a French cafe. There 
are seven known variants of this card. 

The Nazis enjoyed making these see- 
through cards and used them frequently. 
They dropped similar cards on Americans 
later in the war, showing a dead GI in the 
foreground with the words, Two ways of 
spending the war , and Fighting . When 
this card is held to the light, the soldier is 
seen with a naked woman and the second 
choice becomes obvious: loving. 

Other cards were dropped by the Luft¬ 
waffe over Poland to reinforce anti- 
Bolshevik feelings. Considering the Ger¬ 
man treatment of the Poles, the success of 
these cards is doubtful. One card shows a 
wedding scene. A priest reads from the Bi¬ 
ble, while the kneeling bride and groom 
look on. At the top of the card in Polish 
is, Beginning of success or forbidden 
future? When the card is held to the light 


we see a horrible ogre-like Russian soldier 
ravishing the bride. The dead husband lies 
in the background. 

In 1944, Allied troops on the Norman¬ 
dy front found cards showing a dead 
soldier with the words, White Plays. 
When held to the light, a black man is 
seen raping a white woman from behind, 
with the text, Black wins. 

Divide And Conquer 

To divide and conquer was the inten¬ 
tion of many enemy leaflets, of which the 
“see-through” type mentioned above is 
one variety. They attempted to drive a 
wedge between American troops and their 
British allies, soldiers and civilian 
“slackers” at home, Christians and Jews, 
blacks and whites. 

The Nazis started their campaign early 
in the war. In The Big Lie (Pan Books 
Ltd., London, 1958), John Baker White 
tells us, “Goebbels had a wonderful 
theme for the bitter winter of 1939-40. 
The British forces were back, well away 
from the Germans, on the Franco-Belgian 
frontier, and he was not slow to paint to 
the French a picture of drunken soldiery 
living in comfort, seducing their wives and 
daughters.” 

In the winter of 1939-40, many French 
soldiers were found passing around a 
postcard that showed the then-Secretary 
of State for War sitting between two scan¬ 
tily clad cabaret artists in a Paris 
nightclub. Although it had been taken 
months before the war started, the Ger¬ 
mans printed on the back: While you sit in 
the line this is what the British are doing 
with your wives. 

The Nazis produced an entire series of 
anti-semitic leaflets to use against the 
Americans during the Anzio landings, 
chronicling the adventures of “Sam 
Levy.” These were dropped dver Allied 
troops trapped on the beaches of Anzio in 
early 1944. 

Each leaflet related another segment of 
the life and times of Sam Levy, “steerage 
passenger from Eastern Europe,” who 
grows rich at home while the Christians 
fight for their country. During the course 
of the series, Sam manages to seduce a 
young blonde girl, destroying the life and 
happiness of both her and her heroic 
lover, wounded at the front. 

In Psychological Warfare , Professor 
Linebarger states: “These Nazi leaflets 
tried to lower American morale by com¬ 
bining oestrum, resentment, discourage¬ 
ment and intra-American hatred.” 

The first leaflet pictures Sam helping a 
young girl put on a pair of nylons. Its cap¬ 
tion states: Today she is pulling down 60 
bucks . 

The reverse reads: Sam knows what he 
wants . Two years ago , comely Joan Hop¬ 
kins was still a salesgirl behind the ribbon 
counter in a New York 5 and 10 cts. store 
getting 12 dollars a week. 

Today she is pulling down 60 bucks as 
the private secretary to Sam Levy. Bus- 
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iness is excellent and Sam is making a pile 
of dough on war contracts. 

For him the slaughter can’t last long 
enough . 

Sam has no scruples about getting a bit 
intimate with Joan . And why should he 
have any? Tall and handsome Bob Harri¬ 
son, Joan’s fiance, is on the front, thou¬ 
sands of miles away, fighting for guys like 
Sam Levy. 

Joan loves Bob, but she doesn’t know 
when he will come back. 

The second leaflet goes further and 
shows Sam with his hand on Joan’s thigh. 
Behind him stands a servant, giving the 
impression that this episode is occurring in 
Sam’s apartment. The caption below the 
picture reads: Joan is feeling so lonely 
anyway . 

The story on the reverse reads: Sam at 
work. After his arrival in New York City, 
cigar-chewing Sam Levy, a steerage pas¬ 
senger from Eastern Europe, used to live 
on the lower East Side not far from the 
Bowery. Soon he was able to move to up¬ 
per Broadway . When President Roosevelt 
took those steps short of war, Sam had 
already leased a ten-room apartment on 
Riverside Drive. 

Slick-haired home-front warrior Mor- 
decai Ezekiel, boss of a government de¬ 
partment in Washington, saw to it that his 
chum Sam would be on the earning end of 
the war. Rich profits on war contracts let 
Sam climb up the social ladder, taking 
two steps at a time. He is now residing in a 
duplex de luxe apartment on swanky Park 
A venue. 


i* 
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ABOVE: German WWII propaganda showed civilians conquering on bedroom 
front in this end-of-the-evening leaflet dropped to front-line troops. BELOW: 
Japanese also used Germans’ divide-and-conquer technique in WWII. As 
leaflet is unfolded, it depicts the consequences when an Aussie soldier 
leaves for battle. Former GI who served in New Guinea says the leaflets gave 
the troops "a hell of a good laugh.” 
















German puzzle leaflet dropped in 1939-40 on Maginot Line to French troops. When assembled it gave anti 
Semitic message. 
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Why shouldn't Sam invite beautiful 
Joan Hopkins , his private secretary , 
former 5 and 10 cts. salesgirl , wp to /z/s 
p/crce to have supper with him and cock¬ 
tails? 

Joan is feeling so lonely anyway. More 
than two years ago , Bob Harrison , the 
man she wanted to marry , /zatf to /eave /zer 
/or toe battlefields of Europe , thousands 
of miles away. 

He is fighting for Sam Levy and his 
kind. 

Joan is hoping that Bob will return to 
her safe and sound. But she knows that 
many of her girl friends are already 
waiting in vain for their men to return. 

Sam knows her predicament and he is 
trying his darndest to cheer her up. 

Why> Bob wouldn't know it anyway! 
And what's a little kiss among friends? 

Come See My Etchings 

The third leaflet finds Joan in bed with 
Sam, obviously having performed a sexual 
act. Sam, apparently bored, is reading the 
Wall Street Journal. The caption reads, 
Poor little Joan! She is still thinking of 
Bob... 

On the reverse, the serial continues: The 
way of all flesh. 

When pretty Joan Hopkins was still 
standing behind the ribbon counter of a 5 
and 10 cts. store on Third Avenue in New 
York City , she never dreamed of seeing 
the interior of a duplex Park Avenue 
apartment. Neither did young Bob Har¬ 
rison , the man she loves. Bob was drafted 
and sent to the battlefields in Europe , 
thousands of miles away from her. 
Through Lazare's Employment Agency 
Joan got a job as private secretary with 
wily Sam Levy. Sam is pulling in big 
money on war contracts. Should the 
slaughter end very soon , he would suffer 
an apoplectic stroke. 

Now Joan knows what Bob and his pals 
are fighting for. 

Joan always used to look up to Bob as 
the guiding star of her life\ and she was 
still a good girl when she started working 
for Sam Levy , But she often got the blues 
thinking of Bob , whom she hadn't seen 
for over two years. Her boss had an un¬ 
derstanding heart and was always very 
kind to her , so kind indeed that he often 
invited her up to his place. He had always 
wanted to show her his etchings. Besides , 
Sam wasn't stingy , and each time Joan 
came to see him he gave her the nicest 
presents. Now, all women like beautiful 
and expensive gifts. But Sam wasn't the 
kind of man you could play for a sucker. 
He wanted something . Wanted it very def¬ 
initely ... Poor little Joan! She is still 
thinking of Bob , yet she is almost hoping 
that he 'll never return. 

Final Blow 

The fourth leaflet of the series shows 
Sam and Joan entering their car, with a 
crippled soldier standing nearby. The cap- 
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German divide-and-conquer technique tried to drive wedge between British Tommies 
and American GIs. Reverse text on this leaflet reads, “What goes on at home whilst 
you are away. No woman can resist such handsome brutes from the wide-open 
spaces.” A former GI, who remembers seeing these leaflets being dropped by plane to 
British troops in the Netherlands near the German border, says, “My British friends 
thought it was funny. It was the first indication I had that we might be winning 


tion reads: It was a rude awakening for 
her. 

The message on the reverse ends the 
serial: The moment she dreaded. 

Forgotten are the days when comely 
Joan Hopkins was still selling ribbons in a 
5 and 10 cts. store in New York City. As 
private secretary to slick Sam Levy , big 
money maker in the war business , she rose 
to be a sugar daddy's darling . 

Sam didn't have any cash when he got 
started , and he doesn't like to be remind¬ 
ed of his early days on the lower East 
Side. The war was just the right thing for 
him. Like many other home-warriors, he 
made the grade piling up dough and grow¬ 
ing fat on the sacrifices of those young 
American boys fighting on foreign battle¬ 
fields. 


At heart Joan is not a bad woman. For 
over two years she had not seen her 
fiance , clean-cut Bob Harrison , whom she 
cares for very much. Bob was shipped to 
Europe to fight for the cause of Sam Levy 
and his kind. 

Two years is a long time for any girl. 

For more than half a year she had not 
heard from Bob. He seemed to be among 
the missing. 

One Sunday afternoon , however just 
when Joan and Sam were stepping out of 
fashionable Bon wit Teller's shop on Fifth 
Avenuey she was struck speechless by the 
sight of a man in uniform . 

It was a rude awakening for her . And it 
was also a dreadful blow to Bob , for it 
was he who suddenly stood opposite her 
— on crutches , one leg amputated. 
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Two lives — lost to one another 
forever. 

So much for Joan and Bob’s sad soap- 
opera. Despite these leaflets’ handsome 
artwork and their attempts to duplicate 
American colloquial slang, they failed to 
sap the GIs’ will to fight. 

In The Devil's Brigade (Chilton Books, 
N.Y., 1966), R.H. Adleman and Col. G. 
Walton mention German propaganda on 
the Anzio beaches: When faced with bar¬ 
rages of “Sam Levy” leaflets, their men, 
rather than being insulted or demoralized, 
collected the Nazi propaganda as prized 
souvenirs. A number of the troops were 
seen fighting over ownership of some of 
the more titillating specimens dropped by 
aircraft or fired from cannon at the be¬ 
leaguered GIs. 

The sex leaflets cheered and excited the 
men. Depression was not a side effect. 

In Up Front (Henry Holt and Co., 
N.Y., 1945), Bill Mauldin, the famous 
wartime cartoonist, recalls being bomb- 
barded with Nazi “Sam Levy” leaflets 
during the Anzio invasion and seeing 
American soldiers risk their necks to crawl 
out of their foxholes to get copies. He 
remembers that although the story line 
was not top quality, the pictures were in¬ 
teresting — and besides, the troops were 
so hungry for reading material that they 
would have read just about anything. 

While Tommy’s Away 
The Yanks Will Play. 

Another theme of the Germans* divide- 
and-conquer technique was that while the 
British were fighting and dying, the Amer¬ 
icans “played merry heii” with the wom¬ 
en back in England. In retrospect, that 
idea might hot have been far from the 
truth in the war’s early days, when the GIs 
were still training and the British were car¬ 
rying on most of the fighting. 

One leaflet shows an American sergeant 
on a bed with a semi-nude girl. The text 
reads: You Americans are sooo different. 
On the reverse, the Germans tell the Tom¬ 
mies, The Yanks are putting up their tents 
in merry old England. They 9 ve got lots of 
money and plenty of time to chase after 
your women. 

The fellow that first showed me this 
leaflet had sent it home to his family as a 
souvenir. I noticed his criticism written on 
the face of the leaflet: “Here’s a bit of 
bullshit the Jerries used to drop over the 
Limey lines back at Normandy. A shade 
rough, ain’t it?” 

Allied troops in Italy in 1944 were 
showered with some interesting anti-Yank 
leaflets. These pictured a GI lifting the 
skirt of a young British girl. The text ex¬ 
plains, This is a true account of what hap¬ 
pened to an innocent girl from Maidstone 
who met an American one night: "I was 
walking home when an American soldier 
asked me if he could accompany me. Not 
knowing Americans, I said yes. On the 
way he pointed to some bushes and said 
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German “Life” magazine series showed nudes in various poses. 


there was a lovely view from them. We 
went over and sat down. He opened a can 
of beer and after he had a drink he pulled 
me intq the bushes, inned me and outed 
me, wiped his tally cock on my skirt, piss¬ 
ed in the beer, and walked away whistling 
'God Save the King. 9 99 

Officers Only 

The Germans also tried to divide of¬ 
ficers and enlisted men. One leaflet says, 
For men only , and shows a wounded GI 
being treated by a medic. Behind the two, 
a third soldier has been hit by enemy fire. 
On the reverse we find, For officers only , 
and see a couple necking passionately on a 
love seat. The girl is almost nude and the 
officer is kissing her and caressing her 
breast. 

Another leaflet of the divide-and-con- 
quer type is entitled Home-Front War¬ 
riors. It pictures a civilian sitting on the 
grass with a woman, her legs open in in¬ 
vitation. The text at the bottom of the 
leaflet reads, It was a memorable day for 
Bill . 

A third leaflet shows a drunken civilian 
with three semi-nude girls on his lap and 
the text, Poor Jerry! You don 9 t have this: 
The slacker for whom we fight and to 


whom we leave our girls. Look here: This 
is the man who stands between you and 
me. In the background we see British 
soldiers being led into battle by Death. 

Life And Death 

A final type of German sex leaflet sim¬ 
ply uses a pornographic picture to catch 
the soldier’s attention, In this category we 
find a great number of leaflets that could 
easily pass for pin-up photographs. Some 
show women partially or fully dressed in 
sexy poses. 

Many of these leaflets became collec¬ 
tor’s items, and completing a set became a 
challenge to enterprising GIs. One hand¬ 
some leaflet dropped on Americans in Ita¬ 
ly pictured a helmeted, topless girl stand¬ 
ing near a battlefield. The anti-semitic 
propaganda declares, The home-front 
warriors, especially the Hebrews, are roll¬ 
ing in cash and praying that this war will 
go on forever. They are launching “ recon¬ 
naissance 99 parties too, but into the 
bedrooms of lonely ladies. Their ammuni¬ 
tion is a fat roll of bills and their war-cry 
is: More Dollars and Girls. They get them ! 

This particular leaflet has the notation: 
Georgia series comprising 6 pictures. 
Have you got the others? Isn’t that amaz- 
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Propaganda message comes in companion cover. Note change in dateline. 


ing? Not only did the Nazis print poison 
for us, and then shoot the items at us with 
shell and bomb, but they also catalogued 
the material and asked us to be sure to col¬ 
lect the entire series! 

The Georgia series was dropped about 
October 1944. One leaflet states, While 
you are getting ready for an assault, one 
of the newly made profiteers is probably 
kissing your sweetheart . Another asks, 
When have you last held a really sweet 
girl in your arms? I mean of course a real 
American girl, not one of these dirty 
Italian girls where you are never sure 
whether you will not have to see a doctor 
after three days. This was among the early 
German attacks on Italians made after 
Italy sued for peace with the Allies on 
8 September 1943. The Nazis were pretty 
rough on their former pals, even produc¬ 
ing a leaflet advising GIs to catch the 
“Naples-type’* gonorrhea, which was 
allegedly impossible to cure and would 
result in the soldier being sent back to the 
States. 

Although not really pornographic, the 
use of disease or sexual problems related 
to medicines is perhaps a subtopic in 
itself. The Nazis produced a number of 
leaflets discussing venereal disease. One 
told of the high rate of VD among the 
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women at home. Pretending to be indig¬ 
nant, it stated that 84 percent of the af¬ 
flicted women were wives of American 
soldiers serving abroad. 

Japanese Propaganda Pills 

The Japanese used similar techniques. 
They produced one leaflet for the Philip¬ 
pines which was supposed to have come 
from the U.S. Army. It warned our GIs: 
Filipino women are willing to offer 
themselves for a small amount of food¬ 
stuffs and Filipinos have no knowledge of 
hygiene, disease carriers are ram¬ 
pant. This was intended to turn native 
civilians against allied troops. 

I learned of an even more ingenious 
technique used by Japanese psywar forces 
from a former naval intelligence officer. 
“Atabrine, the pill we were supposed to 
take three times a day to combat malaria, 
would make a man permanently impo¬ 
tent, the Japs said. As a result, a large 
number of troops, mostly men with little 
educational background, stopped taking 
their pills. The troops suffered badly from 
malaria and were often of no use in com¬ 
bat.” 

Let us leave the field of medicine and 
return to pornography. The Japanese con¬ 


ducted their own psywar campaign. They 
were not about to let their Axis buddies 
get ahead in smut. They produced crude 
sex leaflets with two main themes. One, 
similar to the Germans’, tried to drive a 
sexual wedge between Australian troops 
and their American comrades. “Yanks” 
were pictured as suave lovers with greased 
hair and plenty of money to buy the affec¬ 
tions of lonely wives and girlfriends. 

Rape The Natives 

The second theme was aimed at natives 
of the occupied countries held by the Sons 
of Nippon. In these leaflets, the Allies 
were often shown raping local women. 
The Japanese were to be the saviors who 
would drive out the “white eyes” and 
make Asia safe for Asians. 

One leaflet of the first type shows a 
caricature of a slick-haired American 
mounting an Australian beauty. Below, 
her husband runs through the jungle, 
penis in hand, chasing a black native 
woman. The text reads: That goes double. 
The slick Yank (in Melbourne): Take your 
sweet time at the front Aussie — I got my 
hands full right now —•. with your sweet 
toots at home. 

Another shows an Australian soldier 
standing in New Guinea looking back 
toward his homeland. An American holds 
a semi-nude woman in his arms. The text 
reads: Australia screams: The Aussie: 
What was that scream, something up? 

The Yank: Sh. .sh - Quiet girlie. Calm 

yourself. Hell be on the next casualty list. 
No worry. 

Still another leaflet of this type shows 
an American kissing a girl while dozens of 
dead Australians lie in the foreground. 
The text reads, Hey! You Diggers! He 
came, he saw, he conquered! Thinking 
you *.Diggers' will never come back alive, 
the Blacks and the Yanks are raping your 
wives, your daughters, your sweethearts 
— they're helpless without your protec¬ 
tion. Your future happiness is at home. 
Surely you'll not give up your lives to 
make this possible. 

A rather strange leaflet produced by the 
Japanese shows an Aussie in the center, 
totally shot up, missing one leg, wounded 
in the arm. Around him are four photo¬ 
graphs of happy couples, each with a 
similar message: the Yanks are having a 
great time while you are dying in the 
jungle. The last of the four messages rubs 
it in with Ooh la la, that was a thrilling ex¬ 
perience! I feel so fresh , so alive in your 
arms. 

Another leaflet consists of three car¬ 
toons. The text reads, We were the hap¬ 
piest of couples ... until our tearful par¬ 
ting. Oh! how she wept! ... But no 
sooner had I left, my wife was told I'd 
never come back. The final cartoon shows 
an evil-looking civilian carrying the 
soldier’s wife to bed. 

Some leaflets were aimed exclusively at 
local native populations. The Japanese 
hoped they could be persuaded to rise 
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against their colonial masters. In the 
Philippine Islands, the Japanese used a 
striptease series to catch reader attention. 
They dropped leaflets daily, each with a 
little more “cheese-cake.” One showed 
the face of a woman, the next her bosom. 
Soon the leaflets showed her completely 
naked and, finally, performing a sex act. 
These popular leaflets have become col¬ 
lector’s items. 

The Japanese also dropped leaflets over 
Malaya in an attempt to turn the natives 
from their British comrades and com¬ 
manders. Some of these leaflets, dropped 
in late 1941 and early 1942, showed British 
troops mistreating Malayan women and 
dragging them into military trucks. Other 
similar propaganda leaflets showed an 
Australian soldier carrying off a Malayan 
wife after murdering her husband. The 
Japanese concept of “face” came into 
play in this campaign, since Malayan 
women were highly respected for their 
modesty and rigid social behavior. This 
show of “putting on of hands” by white 
“infidels” was expected to cause great 
turmoil among the caste-minded, highly 
moral native population. 

Leaflets were used during the Japanese 
victory over the British bastion of 
Singapore. One divide-and-conquer piece 
showed a number of British officers listen¬ 
ing to a lovely, large-breasted concert per¬ 
former. Just below the scene we notice the 
still-smoking, charred bones of the Indian 
and Malayan troops that we are told 
“died to defend Britain’s interests.” 

Another leaflet, meant to cause “loss of 
face” among the white rulers, showed a 
fat, naked British woman being dragged 
behind a cart in full view of a company of 
Japanese soldiers. 

U.S. Sex For Hitler 

There seems to be some question as to 
whether or not the United States ever pro¬ 
duced or disseminated pornographic pro¬ 
paganda leaflets. Some published state¬ 
ments indicate that leaflets were prepared, 
or at least collected, but there is no record 
of their having actually been used. 

Daniel Lerner’s Sykewar (George W. 
Stewart, Inc., N.Y., 1949), mentions a 
leaflet allegedly produced by the Office of 
War Information that pictured Josef 
Gocbbels with a semi-nude starlet on his 
lap. Since Goebbels was a notorious 
womanizer, and in fact did keep an occa¬ 
sional actress as a mistress, this leaflet 
may have been more fact than propagan¬ 
da. 

The Office of Stategic Services appears 
to have been Involved in a major por¬ 
nographic operation. At least three books 
written after the war mention this plot, so 
there is a strong likelihood that it existed. 
In The Spymasters (Elsevier-Dutton, 
N.Y., 1975), Charles Whiting tells us, 
“The OSS flooded Berchtesgaden with 
pornography, which the experts cal¬ 
culated would unhinge Hitler’s mind.” 
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The operation is discussed in greater 
detail in 055: The Secret History of 
America’s First Intelligence Agency 
(University of California Press, Berkeley, 
1972), in which R. Harris Smith says that 
a group of OSS psychoanalysts thought 
the Nazi totalitarian state could be 
brought to its knees if Hitler could be 
psychologically destroyed. The great Nazi 
juggernaut would go out of control and 
run down without the all-powerful 
Fuehrer’s hand at the helm. After conduc¬ 
ting a long-range psychological profile of 
Hitler, these specialists decided that the 
German leader could be brought down by 
exposure to massive amounts of por¬ 
nography and so they gathered one of the 
finest collections of smut and filth in the 
Free World. The material was to be crated 
onto Air Force bombers and dropped by 
the ton outside Hitler’s headquarters. It 
was hoped that the Fuehrer would step 




WWII allies also received German 
propaganda. This Polish postcard 
asks, “Carefree youth or cruel fate?” 


outside, see photographs of naked women 
in various lewd poses, and fall to the 
ground foaming at the mouth in “parox¬ 
ysms of madness.” 

The plan came to naught when the Ar¬ 
my Air Corps colonel who was to act as 
liaison with the scientists discovered what 
the mission was all about. He decided that 
they were a bunch of madmen and told 
them that not one airman would ever risk 
death on such an insane project. 

A third version of the story declares 
that the plan was aborted due to lack of 
aircraft. More likely, the plan was drop¬ 
ped because somebody finally came to his 
senses. 

Did the United States produce other sex 
leaflets? If so, were they ever dis¬ 
seminated? It is difficult to say, since 
neither the OWI nor the OSS is willing to 
talk about any such operation, However, 


we did come across one interesting docu¬ 
ment, Final Report of Production and 
Distribution from July 75, 1944 to May 
75, 1945, This document came to light in 
1979 when a former intelligence officer 
assigned to the OSS decided to auction 
part of his personal collection of wartime 
memorabilia. The former first lieutenant 
had supervised a field photographic unit 
during the last months of the war. 

OSS Leaflets 

Among the items named was a group 
entitled, “Sex Leaflets,” with the infor¬ 
mation that 79,000 were prepared. They 
were forwarded to OSS outposts for dis¬ 
semination to the enemy. Of these, 15,000 
were sent to Algeria, 3,800 to Bari, 41,500 
to Brindisi, 500 to northern Italy, 3,600 to 
France and 13,500 were put into “special 
distribution.” 

We do not know whether these leaflets 
were pornographic, since no code num¬ 
bers or descriptions are given. They might 
picture something as innocent as a lonely 
wife or love-sick girlfriend. On the other 
hand, they might be truly pornographic 
with a sexual message meant to destroy 
the front-line soldiers’ will to fight. Until 
we can definitely identify them, we can 
only surmise how far the OSS truly ven¬ 
tured down pornography’s primrose path. 

Would the United States use porno¬ 
graphy today? We cannot be sure, but FM 
33-5, Psychological Operations Tech¬ 
niques and Procedures , might give us a 
clue. Under the general heading of 
“Theme Taboos,” we find the category: 
“Female figures not fully dressed* or 
references thereto; sexual stimulation ex¬ 
cept nostalgia induced within the confines 
of good taste; pornography.*” 

Wondering what the asterisks meant, I 
read the footnotes and found: “A waiver 
of the proscription against techniques, 
symbols, representations or themes listed 
above, if marked with an asterisk, may be 
sought with appropriate justification... ” 

Our British cousins have admitted to 
production of a number of pornographic 
leaflets. Sefton Delmer, a wartime official 
of the British Special Operations Ex¬ 
ecutive (SOE), discussed a number of 
projects in an article, “H.M.G.’s Secret 
Pornographer,” published in the London 
Times , 21 January 1972. 

He recalled producing a two-page fold¬ 
ing leaflet which had as its theme the Ger¬ 
man patriotic song, “The Watch on the 
Rhine.” After showing a snow-covered 
grave on the Russian front, the British 
agency placed on the second page a pic¬ 
ture of a naked girl about to have sex with 
a dark-haired, dark-skinned non-German. 
The song line, “firm stands and true the 
watch on the Rhine,” was changed to 
“firmly and sticks it true the foreign 
worker in.” 

This type of leaflet hopes to attack the 
soldier’s morale by indicating that non- 
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Aryans are reaping the rewards of Ger¬ 
man sacrifices, and to drive a wedge be¬ 
tween the German and his allies that have 
come to Germany voluntarily or through 
force. This type of leaflet uses a favorite 
Axis divide-and-conquer theme. 

A second leaflet recalled by Delmer was 
a “black” item. “Black” indicates that 
the leaflet’s source is kept hidden in hopes 
that the enemy will believe it is one of 
theirs. The leaflet claimed to be German, 
exposing British lies. It pictured Adolf 
Hitler saluting, his open fly exposing a 
huge penis. The British printed the cap¬ 
tion, This is a most appalling forgery. 
Everyone knows the Fuehrer does not 
possess anything of the kind . Delmer tells 
us that this item was never disseminated. 

The final pornographic item he remem¬ 
bers was an exquisite menu for a dinner 
party given by a Nazi official for his 
friends. The propaganda theme showed 
the Nazi Party eating food of a quality 
unheard of in wartime Germany and far 
beyond the average citizen’s wildest 
dreams. To catch reader attention, Del¬ 
mer placed numerous males and females 
engaged in sex acts around the menu’s 
border. 

We read of another British project in 
The Big Lie . John Baker White tells us 
that the British were quick to mention the 
influx of foreign workers to German sol¬ 
diers serving at the front. A leaflet was 
produced showing a swarthy civilian 
about to rape a beautiful German blonde 
woman. The cards were dropped mainly 
on Greece in hopes that severe damage 
would be done to the morale of the occu¬ 
pying forces. On the card’s reverse a 
message told of thousands of “romantic 
Italians” and “virile Norwegians” who 
were billeted in or near the native homes 
of these poor soldiers so many thousands 
of miles from Germany. 

As might be expected, exactly the re¬ 
verse of the hoped-for dip in morale oc¬ 
curred. A flourishing market for the cards 
arose among German troops, and when 
Crete surrendered, a number of the pri¬ 
soners were found to have saved the zesty 
little items as war souvenirs. 

More Tidbits 

More projects come to light from time 
to time as former wartime agents write 
their memoirs or give newspaper inter¬ 
views. For instance, the Sunday Pictorial 
of 23 October 1955 reported that the 
famous photographer of nudes, Horace 
Narbeth, had done a propaganda job for 
the British. According to the clipping, he 
was asked to produce a photograph of a 
fat Nazi officer sitting at a desk with a 
nude girl on each knee. The officer was to 
be handing banknotes to one of the ladies. 
Narbeth allegedly produced the desired 
photograph which was then dropped on 
the Japanese to show them what kind of 
people their allies were. I don’t under¬ 
stand why the Japanese were expected to 


react to propaganda of this type. I spent 
much R&R in Japan during the Korean 
conflict and recall that an awful lot of 
money changed hands in those lovely 
Geisha houses. 

Another former British agent, writing 
in an Israeli paper, told of a leaflet that 
showed naked women, gave football 
scores, and detailed German war losses. 
Allegedly, after capturing Jerry’s atten¬ 
tion with the sex pictures and sucking him 
in with the latest sports news from home, 
he would then believe the rest of the 
British propaganda. 

Armin Hull, the mysterious British 
forger who produced a great deal of 
WWII’s counterfeit documents for the 
SOE, recalls a pornographic leaflet that 
he helped design and print. He told me, “I 
produced a four-color item in the spring 
of 1942. It displayed a naked woman with 
a foreign worker on the front. There was 



When held to light, propaganda car¬ 
toon appears. 


also a picture of soldiers’ graves in Russia. 
The caption read, In the East they fight, 
in the West they fuck. 

Another leaflet using the same theme 
shows a blonde woman in her slip being 
kissed by a dark-haired worker. The text 
states: Foreign laborers\ There are already 
more than ten million horny foreign 
laborers in all parts of the Reich today. 
And — your women are lonelyl 

I asked Hull about his attitude toward 
pornographic leaflets. Did they serve any 
purpose? He replied, “The pornography 
was a complete waste of time, but it was 
very popular with the adolescents in OSS 
and PWB,” implying that the entire con¬ 
cept was one which our own people 
thought up to amuse themselves. If we 
recall that there were a lot of amateurs in 
the business in those days, with OSS being 
attacked in the press as standing for “Oh 


so social,” there could be a grain of truth 
to Hull’s belief. 

Numerous historians have stated that 
propaganda, in order to be useful, must 
be truthful. The limited gains made by 
fooling or ridiculing the enemy are not 
worth the loss of belief in our honesty. It 
is when the enemy firmly believes that we 
are telling him the absolute truth that he 
becomes vulnerable to our message. Once 
he religiously reads our leaflets and be¬ 
lieves, he is ours. 

Will we see sex leaflets used in future 
conflicts? If we mean hardcore por¬ 
nography as practiced by Germany in 
WWII, the answer is probably no. Con¬ 
siderable research has been done on the 
concept of psychological warfare, and it is 
understood today that leaflets showing ex¬ 
plicit sexual acts tend to increase morale 
rather than destroy it. The major powers 
are aware of this and will not fall into the 
job of cheering up lonely soldiers isolated 
in front-line positions. It is possible that 
the so-called “Third World” powers, still 
learning their tactics by trial and error, 
will succumb to the temptation and try for 
easy victories through the use of sexual 
themes. 

More Of The Same To Come? 

We can expect the continued use of cer¬ 
tain sexual themes. All sides have found 
that leaflets which prey on a soldier’s 
loneliness, and illustrate a wife or girl¬ 
friend weeping or otherwise unhappy, 
seem to offer positive results. 

Both sides used such methods during 
the Korean War. Wives were depicted sit¬ 
ting at home crying and telling how they 
missed their men. The wording of one 
Korean leaflet still brings a mist to my 
eyes: Your dear mother is filling with tears 
in her eyes. Your pretty and young wife is 
going crazy, for she can't stand it any 
longer. Touching! 

In Vietnam, we again tried the same 
general technique. One leaflet has the wife 
saying Oh! in my dreams at night, I drain 
my tears crying for you. Oh! when can we 
be together again? The husband, a hard¬ 
core Cong in the bush, answers: Oh! my 
darling, I am coming home. Open the 
door quickly my love. Oh! now we are in 
happy reunion. The United States printed 
and airdropped millions of leaflets on the 
Cong and numerous times used this same 
theme, as can be seen by some of the 
titles: “Return to your snug nest,” “Do 
you think of your family’s happiness?” 
and “Don’t join the VC to harm the peo¬ 
ple and yourself, return to live with your 
family.” 

Right now at Fort Bragg, psychological 
warriors are doing research and writing 
propaganda for future wars. Only time 
will tell if they have learned the lessons of 
past conflicts. 
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SHARPSHOOTING 

Continued from page 30 

semiauto shooters demonstrated increased 
interest in the Remington 600, as its 
lightness and ease of handling became ap¬ 
parent. API’s secretary, Shirley Bell, used 
a Mohawk equipped with a Harris bipod. 
Though “handicapped” by being left- 
handed, she came on strong toward the 
end. 

Like Tom Jester, Bell hails from Texas, 
and my Yankee ears never tired of listen¬ 
ing to their dialect: Jester: “Girl, what 
chu doin’ down theah?” Bell: “Hush 
now, boa. Ah’m fixin’ to do some serious 
shootin’.” 

Midweek Dingers 

By midweek the exercises were taking 
form in practical applications. The game 
trail was a popular event, involving all 
manner of full-size critters. The object is 
to gain three decisive hits in 60 seconds on 
deer, bear, antelope or rams from about 
50 to 300 yards. A six-inch dinger in the 
vital zone is the target, and no hit on the 
animal counts unless the metal rotates. 

My personal favorite was the charging 
lion. This is reserved solely for the bolt ac¬ 
tions and, for fast-paced action, compares 
favorably with the funhouse in the pistol 
course. Cooper took the role of a profes¬ 
sional guide during a lion stalk. 


Loaded and locked, we proceeded from 
bush to bush until he said, “Wait here.” 

He moved to the right side of the tree 
and whispered, “There he is. Step out and 
take him.” 

Moving left, I saw a life-size lion in pro¬ 
file about 100 yards away. The dinger 
is low behind the shoulder, and topog¬ 
raphy requires the shot to be made stan¬ 
ding. If the dinger is rung, well and good. 
You’ve bagged yourself a cat. However, 
my round was too high.... 

“Look out,” Jeff yelled. “Here he 
comes!” 

A charging lion can cover 100 yards 
from a standing start in something under 
four seconds. Abruptly, a huge head 
leaped upward (controlled by pulley 
cables in one of three positions 20 to 25 
yards away). You have only that long to 
spot the animal, swing on him and get off 
a snap shot. The first time, 1 was a shade 
too late and the maned head dropped 
down as my round missed. There was a 
heavy stillness. 

I just shook my head and Cooper said, 
“Well, you’ll have a chance for revenge.” 

Thankful for the opportunity, 1 did bet¬ 
ter next time. I still failed to hit the gong, 
but this time my follow-up shot took the 
beast under the right eye. Comparing 
notes later with other bolt-action 
shooters, I discovered how well the 
preparation had worked. None of us 
distinctly recalled working the bolt after 
the first round, but the second one was 
there when we needed it. 


API pistol grads will recall the donga — 
a deep, narrow gulley stashed with 10-inch 
dingers. A similar exercise is run in the ri¬ 
fle course, but with metal cans as targets. 
Nearly all the shooting in this run is inside 
15 yards, something Cooper found lack¬ 
ing in his military training. 

“Nobody in the Army or Marine Corps 
ever told me I might be expected to shoot 
at anything under 100 yards,” he recalled. 
Yet the first time he saw a healthy 
Japanese, the range was rock-throwing 
distance. The same applies to dangerous 
game. Buffalo and lion have a disturbing 
habit of showing themselves at close 
quarters. Hence the gulley tour, potting 
tin cans. The only problem is target 
recognition, aside from finding them to 
start with! I looked directly at one 
weathered, dark-colored can and passed it 
up as a non-target. API is thinking of us¬ 
ing various-colored Frisbees in future 
classes. 

The ultimate test comes in the Vlei (the 
Afrikaans word for valley). The student 
walks a trail, initially head-deep in an 
eroded creekbed, emerging onto level 
ground. Option targets are cunningly hid¬ 
den to left, right and ahead at ranges from 
30 to 400 yards. Without an instructor, 
nobody would ever spot all 10 targets. 
Two rounds are fired at each silhouette, 
with emphasis on proper position selec¬ 
tion. The second run is timed and scored 
Comstock. 

Rifle Ten Scores 
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The final exercise for score is the “Rifle 
Ten.” Depending upon one’s level of skill 
and state of mind, it is greeted either with 
anticipation or dread. From the march- 
ready position, each student is required to 
sling up and go prone, or extend his bipod 
and go prone. Three hundred meters 
downrange is an Option target. Two 
rounds are fired at 300, 275 and 250 
meters while prone, followed by two 
rounds sitting at 225 and finally two 
standing at 200. The clock is running all 
the while, and so is the shooter! It’s a fine 
exercise for equalizing speed and ac¬ 
curacy. 

Cooper’s best run at this test was 107 
seconds with 7 fives, 2 fouFS, and a miss. 
Two students in the class recorded similar 
times with semiautos, but with no more 
than eight hits. Two bolt-action shooters 
achieved nine hits in somewhat longer 
times, with a Remington 600 and a 700. 

Graduation day is capped by a man- 
against-man shootoff. Side-by-side plates 
of armor, each 12 inches square, are 200 
meters out. From standing, the two com¬ 
petitors may assume any position they 
desire except prone. The first man to hit 
his target wins that point, with best two 
out of three deciding each bout until the 
semifinals. Then it’s best three out of 
five. The series is run on the J-Ladder 
with double eliminations. (Incidentally, 
the J stands for Janelle, who devised the 
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format. Cooper says she should have a 
master’s degree in physical education for 
her invention, but that’s only part of the 
reason. The fact is, Mrs. Cooper is Gun- 
site’s leading poolshark.) 

The results of the rifle duel were il¬ 
luminating. Top gun was Neland Nobel of 
Phoenix with an iron-sighted MIA. Gary 
Carver, of Kenai, Alaska, was best of the 
bolt-action shooters, using a Model 700, 
modified to accept seven rounds in the 
magazine. Big Dave Allen from Colorado 
was one of two HK shooters in the top 
four and would probably have done better 
had he not suffered a separated case at an 
inopportune moment. 

Overall, the bolt guns proved most 
reliable. Several Ml As had problems, and 
although the HK-91s were undeniably 
trustworthy, problems such as Allen’s did 
crop up. Several semiauto shooters came 
away thinking seriously of buying Rem¬ 
ington 600s — which, unfortunately, are 
no longer produced. 

Our overall consensus was that in a tru¬ 
ly representative test, the type of weapon 
makes little difference. The man or 
woman behind the sights is the crucial in¬ 
gredient — something the U.S. govern¬ 
ment has forgotten or ignored. It is 
noteworthy that the 300 to 350 rounds 
API students fire in six days is more than 
the Army uses in its basic marksmanship 
course. But quite aside from the quantity 
of ammo expended, Gunsite students will 
come away with a much better foundation 
in rifle shooting than most military per¬ 
sonnel ever acquire. Speaking personally, 
I felt I had to work harder in the rifle class 
than in basic pistol, but the effort was 
wholly worthwhile. 

Currently, API runs two basic rifle 
classes a year — one in July and one in 
November. The advanced rifle course has 
not been scheduled yet, but will probably 
appear in the latter part of 1981. The em¬ 
phasis will be upon faster shooting and 
longer ranges — out to 500 yards or so. 
(SOF will report on the new rifle class as 
soon as the opportunity arises.) 
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AFGHANISTAN 

Continued from page 54 

Morale quickly deteriorated from lack of 
resolve and the constant threat of attack 
from a bitterly hostile populace. Drug 
abuse became a new problem, compound¬ 
ed with alcoholism, desertion and disillu¬ 
sionment. 

Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? 

The armored and airborne assault in 
December, 1979, leveled off at approx¬ 
imately 100,000 troops. In a mountainous 
area the size of Texas, only enough were 
committed to seize Kabul, Jalalabad and 
Baghram, with large garrisons and 
smaller, more remote bases tenuously 
resupplied by road or air. Of the original 
troops, 15,000 were “withdrawn” as a 
“gesture” on the eve of the Vienna Ac¬ 
cords conference. It’s common knowledge 
here, however, that they were Tajik and 
Uzbek troops from the Soviet Union, 
themselves Muslim (40 percent of the 
population of the Soviet Union is 
Islamic), who simply would not fight and, 
when “withdrawn,” openly traded 
AK-47s and ammunition for copies of the 
Koran. The remaining 85,000 men were 
left to cope as best they could with the 
prospect of imminent death. (One cap¬ 
tured Russian document I have seen, but 
which is impossible to verify, places total 
Russian casualties from December to 


June, 1980, at 19,000 — nearly onc-fift. 
of the original number.) 

The Russians aren’t wearing “smile” 
buttons. 


EXPLOSIVE ANALYSIS 

EDITOR'S NOTE: SOF Special 
Correspondent Jim Coyne picked up in 
Afghanistan and returned to the U.S. 
the first Soviet plastic anti-personnel 
mine to find its way into Western 
hands. There was sufficient residual 
explosive in the device to allow tests 
aimed at discovering what kind of ex¬ 
plosive it contained. So Coyne took the 
mine to SOF Explosives Editor John 
Donovan in Danvers, III., and they and 
Dr. Michael Kurz of the Illinois State 
University chemistry department, per¬ 
formed a spectrum analysis of it. This 
is their report put into layman's 
language . 

Chemical composition of the mine is 
only remotely similar to any commonly 
used in the Western world and vastly 
different from most. 

Of interest to those who have some 
knowledge of explosives is the speed of 
detonation — some 26,000 feet per sec¬ 
ond. That is somewhat slower than 
Tetrytol used in satchel charges, or 
similar to detonating cord — extremely 
fast. 

Traces of the liquid explosive con¬ 
tained in the mine were removed with 
an extracting agent (deuterated chloro¬ 
form), filtered and then concentrated. 
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CORVETTE TOOL .No.ALS-16 

Can be used In a matter of seconds on either door of all late 
models. Made of high carbon spring steel, hand finished. $9.30 
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thick by 1% inch wide and 22** Inches long.$9.30 
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Most valuable car opemng device ever! Faster! Open car using 
only one end of tool. Both push-down and cull-up methods in¬ 
corporated at same end. Does not enter inside car. Spring steel 
finish. .032 thick by % inch wide and 22** inches long. . $9.30 
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THE PAPER TRIP I , . .$14.70 

THE PAPER TRIP II $16.70 

Everything you ever wanted to know about false IDs! The BEST, 
MOST COMPLETE books on the subject. 

THE BLACK BAG OWNER’S MANUAL $7.75 

What can go wrong with false identification, how to ditch your 
new personality, and MORE! 

PRIVACY....... .$14.75 

Make good use of your new identity — avoid faxes, bank in 
Switzerland, establish secret mail systems, and MORE! 



CRIMINAL USE OF FALSE IDENTIFICATION $5.35 

If you want to disappear from the government records, learn 
how . . right from the horse's mouth - the U.S. Department 
of Justice. 

COUNTERFEIT CREDIT CARD METHOOS EXPOSED . $9.30 

An Illustrated police technical manual on credit card counterfeit¬ 
ing — how phony cards are made, what the banks do to stop 
counterfeiting, etc. 
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invDLnin-y RspossossJon or in the Steal of the Nlte 13.50 
likiHra^d Art Lock Ficklnp 0.50 

CompielMarc-rak ol Lochs a*>d Loeksmilhinq 0.50 

Hew la mak-* Vaji Uvi-.-i V-ijIessinna .cpk Tijgis 0.QO 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


FORGED, ALTERED AND COUNTERFEIT CHECKS ... $8.85 

The ping-pong scan, counterfeit bank certifications, do-it- 
yourself check printing! All the ins and outs of hanging paper. 



HOW DRIVERS LICENSES ARE MA0E 

WITH THE POLAROID CAMERA.. . $9.30 

With a few Inexpensive pens, art supplies and a camera, anyone 
can counterfeit a driver’s license. Detailed illustrations, 




100 WAYS TO DISAPPEAR AND LIVE FREE ..$3.-35 

Advice on handling every-day situations with your new identity. 
Avoid attending church, use a mall forwarding service, bfend Ini 
A real handbook to survival! 

a & 



SHORT CONS _$11.30 

All the hot scams — the wailet drop, three-card monte, poker 
bunco, etc Shows how hustlers make a living. 



THE INTERNATIONAL MAN .$17.95 

Feel like leaving the USA for good? Here's everything you need 
to know about Resettling in another country — passports, ex¬ 
tradition laws, asylum, world currency. A complete guide to the 
world's last frontiers! 


IHDft MAGNOLIA SL'rf'D.. DEFT. SOP 

mm HDiiTwoec. cm.* hhi 

|213| 753-0004 
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Simulated test results of new Soviet 
liquid explosive (1 oz.) used in 
PFM-1 anti-personnel mine. G.S. 
jungle boot with steel sole insert. It 
will blow your foot off. 


An infrared spectrum was then run 
directly on the solution. 

Dr. Kurz said, “The spectra obtain¬ 
ed from the extraction of the mine 
cavity indicate a mixture of compon¬ 
ents primarily consisting of one or per¬ 
haps two nitro-containing compounds. 

“Based on [the data revealed], all 
nitroaromatic types of explosives 
[TNT, tetryl, picric acid, etc.] can be 
ruled out as being similar in chemical 
composition to the Russian explo¬ 
sive. 

“Attempts were made to match the 
unknown [explosive] with suspected, 
known compounds: RDX from C-4 
and dinitroglycol from dynamite. 
Though both showed similarities to the 
unknown substance, neither was 
responsible for the [spectrum] signals 
observed. ” 

In other words, the unknown explo¬ 
sive bore a slight resemblance to the 
chemical makeup of C-4 and dynamite 
— but only a slight one. 

Dr. Kurz said that specific attempts 
to match the spectra with 68 known 
Western explosives failed to yield a 
perfect match. 

Dr. Kurz concluded: 

“Of the three major organic classes 
of explosives, the spectra are most con¬ 
sistent with organic nitrates. 

“They do not match the nitroaroma- 
tics at all.” 

Furthermore, he said, “Some of the 
more commonly encountered nitrates 
and nitramines can be eliminated. 
These include nitroglycerin, dinitrogly¬ 
col and nitrocellulose in the former 
category and RDX and HMX in the 
latter.** —Bob Poos 


COVERT INTEL 

A8SAS / ESP / MERC 

SAMPLE/S1.00 or $11.00/12 ISSUES 
Overseas Air $15.00/12 issues 

(314) 731-0993 Ask for Watt 9:00-11 P.M. 

HORIZONE 

Box 67. St. Chariot, M0 63301, U.S.A. 


From flint axes to laser weapons, complete with 
more than 2500 two-color illustrations... 

The most comprehensive, meticulously 
detailed one-volume guide to 
world weaponry ever published! 




An International Encyclopedia 
from 5000 B.C. to 2000 A.D. 

by The Diagram Group 
Edited by David Harding 


• Technological and 
historical coverage 

• Complete specs 
and actual combat details 

• Easy-to-use encyclopedia 
format 

• Drawing on museum and rare 
private collections 

• 320 oversize (8% x 9V 2 ") 
pages with more than 2500 
illustrations 




There are many books on arms 
and armaments—but few balance 
historical and tactical information 
with complete technical detail and 
specifications. However, now 
there's WEAPONS, a single vol¬ 
ume covering the world’s full his¬ 
torical range of armaments... 
from rapiers and boomerangs, to 
nuclear explosives and biological 
weapons. 

7000 years of personal and 
military weapons, uniquely 
referenced and illustrated 

In WEAPONS, individual weap¬ 
ons and weapon systems are 
explained and evaluated; spe¬ 
cial inserts cover the theory 
and development behind types 
of arms; double-page spreads 
offer magnificently detailed 
instructions and diagrams. The 
accent is always on complete¬ 
ness and clarity: a section on 
self-loading and assault rifles 
includes a side-by-side com¬ 
parison of the US M16 with 
the Soviet AKM...a small 
arms chronology gives you a 
comprehensive one-page 
illustrated history of firearms 


...the spread on 
missiles dramatically 
portrays design 
evolutions from 
Civil War rockets 
to the Minuteman 
III. There’s even 
data on new devel¬ 
opments, including 
silicon chip weaponry applications: 
electronic warfare; and Copper¬ 
head (the projected US terminally 
guided qnti-tank shell). 

Money back 
guarantee 

The superlative 
illustrations, the 
unique and 
exhaustive refer¬ 
ence detail make 
this indispensable for anyone inter¬ 
ested in weapons. But don’t take 
our word for it. Send for your copy 
of this historical encyclopedia 
today. Look at it for four weeks. 

And if you’re not 
100% satisfied, 
return it to us for 

a full refund— ., . ___ 

no questions j '.jh * 

asked! 

Return coupon to: St. Martin’s Press, 

175 Fifth Ave.. NY 10010 

Please send me_copy(ies) of WEAPONS 

@ S25.00 each, plus SI.25 per book to cover 
postage and handling. My check or money 
order is included. 

Name.___ 




Address- 


| State,__Zip_ 

(Add sales tax where applicable) sof- 5 si 
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New! 

A Kaufman’s Exclusive! □ COMMANDO SUBDUED DOG 
TAGS - Set includes: 2 G.l. Stainless Steel tags (regulation 
size) specialty treated to be non-glart flat black, plus 2 black 

(4" & 24") ball chains.,... ,$4,00/set ppd. 

Also □ regulation G.l. dog tags of stainless steel 

set as above ... ..$2.50/set ppd. 

Want us to emboss them? We’ll print ANYTHING - to 6 lines, 
up to 16 characters per line (spaces count). Please print info 

desired. □ Embossing .Duty 75c par tag. 

T-Shirts TELL IT ALLI Huge Striking designs of killer elite, 
commando forces. Our finest quality shirts feature Bold 2 j \ 
color imprints, NOT a rubbery heattransfer. WON'T peel, chip, V 
fade or make you sweat! Choose □ Special Forces (Grey 
shirt, black & white design, Shrink-free, comfort blend, 50% 
polyester/50% cotton) or □ Airborne/Ringer (Black shirt, 
red & white design. Natural fiber 100% cotton). Only $7.95 
plus $1.25 shipping each. Specify size (S, M, L. XL). Another 
Kaufman's Exclusive! 

Check or money order to: 

Kaufman's West, Dept. A-36 


All orders shipi$d 
within 24 hours by UPS 


504 We S.E., Albuquerque, N.M. 87106 
^_^SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ^ 


BULYAEV’S 

BACKGROUND 


Every Soviet soldier must carry at all 
times what amounts to the equivalent of- 
the Service Record Book of U.S, forces. 
This Voyenniy Vilyet , (Military Card) is 
often referred to in English as a “Soldier’s 
Small Book.” Similar in size and binding 
to a U.S. passport, the book’s cover is 
bright crimson, its pages ornately water¬ 
marked with the red star and superim¬ 
posed hammer and sickle. All of a Soviet 
soldier’s military career — from induc¬ 
tion, usually at age 18, to final separation 
from the reserves, when he may be over 50 
— is recorded in the pages of this book. 
While not a highly sensitive document, it 
can tell much about the man who carried 
it — in this case, Evegny Efimovich 
Bulyaev. 

A Ukrainian, Evegny was born on 17 
March 1961 in the town of Kitsmon’ in the 
Chernovitskii district, which is in the Car¬ 
pathian Mountains. 

He was a high-school graduate, and the 
evidence suggests that he received military 
training during his high-school education 
that was equivalent to U.S,-style basic 
training and included some advanced 
training as well. This training takes place 
in all high schools in the Soviet Union, un¬ 
der the auspices of DOSAAF — the 


Union Voluntary Society for Assistance to 
the Army, Air Force and Fleet. Unlike 
many young Soviet citizens, it appears 
that Evegny had not been a Young Pio¬ 
neer — the militarized Soviet version of 
the Boy Scouts which mixed weapons 
training and political indoctrination with 
its hikes and campfires. 

He had been a member of the Komsom¬ 
ol, the youth wing of the Communist Par¬ 
ty of the Soviet Union, since he was 14 
years old. Membership in the Komsomol 
can lead to full membership in the Party, 
which is a great advantage for anyone who 
looks toward advancement or comfort in 
Soviet society. 

Evegny was called up for military ser¬ 
vice straight from high school — his book 
shows no civilian occupation. He could 
not have enlisted in the Soviet Army, as 
much or as little as he may have wanted to 
do so, for all those without previous ser¬ 
vice (except for musicians and perhaps a 
few other types of specialists) must wait 
their turn to be called up to serve the 
Soviet Union. 

Evegny was 18 when he received the 
Russian equivalent of a draft notice — the 
normal call-up age for those who are not 
physically unfit, in an ROTC-type pro¬ 
gram, or have a hardship exemption. 

Like most of his contemporaries, he 
was unmarried. Evegny received his 
physical from the Kitsmon’ Military Com¬ 
missariat — he had apparently stayed in 
the same town all his life. 

The Commissariat is a Communist Par- 


}) Investments For Professionals Who Take Life Seriously.. 


Type SHR SHOULDER RIG |Type BDT 


BANDIT] |Type SCR 


SCRIBE 


for k ink,- sliealhs wilh. the classic boot/toelt 
clip. Gtuber Mk. I, Command Senes, 

Gnai titan and many other edged weapons 
may be worn on out special shoutder cany 
rig Ttie system includes i n si ruGtibnfi, 
black nylon hatfte5% ordaspiece and 
adapters It is priced at -S3-.50 
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A specially rig combining a waichband and 
a knile shoal h. constructed to he worn on me 
inside of the forearm Designed for high 
technology chronometers and the A.G. 
Russell "Sling la". I fie BANDIT will auGon:.- 
module the Tekna and similar low profile 
ed^ed weapons. The BANDIT is available 
in black only .and is priced at $17.50. Please 
specify size: S(6Vh); M(7); L(7V 2 ); XL(8). 


For special duly agents, Couriers, and 
professionals who require inconspicuous 
prolficlioii In situations when a low profile 
is imperative, The 2 ft" delta blade is needle 
pointed, razor sharp, and securely housed 
in a familiar ballpoinl pen ease adapted i 
I or quick Lwisl separation bringing me unit 1 
ready I nr instant use. The SC HI BE is priced 
at $27.50. 


Type TRP TIGHTROPE Type LCH 


LEECH 


Hi lit 9 


When weapon accessibility is critical, yet 
coacealmenl is more impciat«ve than speed , 
ol draw, ihe TIGHTRQPB's center-of-the- 
back carry mode may sabsly ypur priorities. 
The TIGHTROPE is paced at $16,50, and 
compliments small (5-shot) revolvers 
,cmd medium semkautos Please designate: 
the weapon:, color Choice; right Of Idt hand 
draw. 


A supplemental carry system lor chemical 
sprays, edged weapons, and lightweight 
specialty devices. Three adaptors ol Velcro 
material and male snap umls: three 
aitach-menis for buttons, material and belts 
compliment the adaptors. Need and creativ¬ 
ity diclate placement. The LEECH is priced 
al $ I 2.50 and is well suited tor male or 
female operatives. 


CON U S .orde rs s-h i pped postpa \c\ 
export orders must Include 20% delivery. 
(Cashier's cheeks expedrle processing.) 

To confirm procurement, direct requisitions 
to our of lice’s: 



ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UN LTD. 

P.Q. Box 13G95-50F; Atlanta, Ga.3032G USA 
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ty organization which contains military 
representatives whose functions include 
acting as a U.S.-style draft board. On 30 
June 1979, Evegny was inducted by this 
Commissariat, which issued him this 
book. His photograph shows him in civil¬ 
ian clothes, of medium build, as typical in 
appearance as he is in biography. 

Evegny would have been allowed to ex¬ 
press preference as to which branch of the 
service he would like to be in, but final 
allocation was the decision of the Com¬ 
missariat. Evegny, like most recruits, went 
to the army. 

Evegny probably would have been in¬ 
ducted as part of the spring 1979 call-up 
(there are two call-ups a year — spring 
and fall). 

After the traditional public send-off 
ceremony for all the new recruits from 
each district, Evegny spent his first two to 
four weeks in the army in what appears to 
be a reception center coded “77 800.“ 
Like all the units Evegny was assigned to, 
it is referred to in the book by a code 
number. This is a standard Soviet prac¬ 
tice. Each Soviet unit has a permanently 
assigned code number, although these 
may be changed for the duration of a 
specific operation. Such a reception center 
would not be a massive training base on 
the Fort Ord or Fort Jackson scale. It may 
have been a separate installation, or it 
may have been an adjunct to a combat or 
support unit, possibly the unit in which 
Evegny was to spend the rest of his two 
years’ active service. 

In unit 77 800, recruit Bulyaev had his 
paperwork processed, attended political 
and military-law lectures and had his 
qualifications examined. He apparently 
had sufficient qualifications to have 
“specialist” entered in his book next to 
the notation referring to his stay in unit 77 
800 — although, unlike the U.S. Army, 
“specialist” is not ajank. 

Evegny probably learned his specialist 
knowledge during DOSAAF training. 
This is not unusual — in 1974, one third 
of Soviet recruits had acquired a military 
specialty in DOSAAF courses. Such a 
DOSAAF specialist qualification is not 
necessarily equivalent to an army special¬ 
ist qualification, which carries extra pay 
as long as the holder remains proficient 
and his job is related to the specialty. It is 
not certain which status Evegny fell 
under. 

Processing complete, Evegny finally 
took the oath and officially became 
Private Bulyaev at unit 77 800 on 29 July 
1979. The oath was administered by one 
Markin, Chief of Staff of unit 77 800, 
who also approved Evegny’s rank of 
private. 

Soon afterward, Evegny was in his line 
unit — orders for this move had been cut 
as early as 13 July — and he remained at 
77 800 for at least two weeks after that. 
Again, his career follows standard Soviet 
practice. After initial processing, a ser¬ 
viceman goes directly to the line unit in 
which he will complete the balance of his 
MAY/81 
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Notice the big barrel on this carbine. 
Forty-five caliber to be exact, a size 
considered idea! for sheer stopping 
power, or blowing a can away. 

As a sporting rifle, the CA Mark 45 
semi-automatic carbine makes a lot 
of sense. It's light handling, fires 
with great accuracy, little recoil 
and little noise. But without 
the danger 


of long range ammo. For plinking, 
it's a blast. 

The Mark 45 was engineered with 
military practicality for toughness 
and reliability at low cost so its 
appearance is somewhat 
formidable, an advantageous 
deterrent if you also need a gun for 
protection. A show of force can be 
stopping power worth having, 
write for free brochure SF with 
details on 45 cal. or 9mm 
models, grips, cases, clips, 
sights and slings. 


NEED NEW ID?... CREDIT ? 1 

START LIFE OVER! HERE'S HOW: 


* Create new name , change age 

* Cover negative records 

* Get diplomas, degrees 

* Find better-paying jobs 

* Change citizenship 

* Disappear perfectly — 
Reappear undetected 

* Return from “exile” 

* Secrets of fingerprinting 

* Create new Identity with Govt.- 
Issued ID: Birth certificates , 
SSN, Drivers licenses, 
Passports, State ID 

* PLUS much, much more In 


* Get "AAA "creditIn 30days, even 
If: New In area , Divorced , 
Bankrupt, or Have No Credit 

* Loans up to $3,000 — with no 
questions asked 

* Clear present bad credit 

* Get all kinds of credit cards 

* Beat debts without bankruptcy 

* Increasing credit limits 

* Your rights under all the recent 
‘Credit Acts" 

* Inside credit bureaus 

* Clever credit maneuvers 

* Inside “pro”secrets In 


THE PAPER TRIP 1 $12.95 □ 

Don’t 
Miss: 


SPECIAL OFFER- 


CREDIT! $7.95 □ 

$ 2.00 □ 
$5.00 □ 

ALL FOUR BOOKS.only $19,95D 


100 Ways to Disappear and Live Free” 
How to Bear the Bill Collector” 


Total amount of items checked 
Calif, residents add 6% Sales Tax: 
(Regular Postage and shipping 


Your 

Choice 1 First Class mailing 


2,00 


5,00 



TOTAL OF ORDER 


Enclosed is my □ cash, □ check, □ money order for total ordered. 
Please send to: 

NAME_ 


ADDRESS- 

SfrorfKM. city. 


^STATE- 


ZIP- 


Mai , t0 . EDEN PRESS • P.O. Box 8410-SF • Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
All orders paid by check are held 2-3 weeks for bank clearing 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 75 
























The ALADDIN 
Kerosene Mantle 
Lamp 

Smokeless, odorless, noiseless 
Sale—does not use pressure 
Economical—50 hours on 1 qsI. kerosene 
Light output equal to 100 watt bulb 
Fast, simple conversion to electricity 
(most models) 

Constructed of corrosion proof materials 
19 models available 

NEW turn-of-the-CBntury models available 
The standard sioce 1906 

I )Send me your free Family Health and 
Survival Catalog. 

model B-140 (Aluminum), 

Wis. residents add 4% tax. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Route 4, Box 427A Dept. SOF 
Shawano, Wl 54166 (715)524-2764 


Qd£ of the Pari 


THE 

WALKING SITCK 


A Comfort 
in the hand, 
while walking j 

The Streets I m ■ 



aTheClnw 

c-TheB*4&t 

ti.Th.-W3 it 


CwflliwHmiinii 


P.O- Bax 10952 
PJriiYfiFra, MD 

The hBiuU amFuiiehed Srfld Drosd 212M 

The wood ip; Hiiinl Ihihbed Birch rmiyiHO. 
Finifehud in WU^ui *r Ebony ^ 

Snnd Check PT Mtmtiy fJrdn r 
for f>39U:hji pint: 62,00 pofttJvgy &. LlTi 1‘idlLjifl 
iav £-Sw«$k0 for dnSivfU'Jf 



MACHINE GUNS 
AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 

-FOR SALE TO SHOOTER 
OR COLLECTION- 


THOMPSONS. SCHMEISSERS 
RTENS, B.A.R.s, M-16s. MG-34s & ,42s 
LEWIS GUNS, MAXIMS, WINCHESTERS, 
COLTS, SPANDAUS, AND MANY OTHERS. 
—LIVE OR DEWAT-ALL FEDERALLY 
REGISTERED AND TRANSFERABLE. 

SEND S5.D0 FOR URGE PHOTO-ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE OF GUNS, PRICES. LAWS. AND 
FACTS OF INTEREST 


J. CURTIS EARL 

5512 NORTH SIXTH ST., PHDENIX A2 85012 


two years’ active service, not to a separate 
installation for basic or advanced train¬ 
ing. His line unit will have to teach him 
anything DOSAAF left out. 

Evegny’s line unit was coded “92 992.” 
These figures are written over earlier 
codes in the section of the book where the 
units he served with are recorded. This is 
probably a mistake in transcription, but it 
also may mean that the unit changed its 
code while Evegny was a member. 

Changing a unit’s code when entering a 
combat zone, such as Afghanistan, would 
be in accordance with Soviet practice. It 
does not indicate that Evegny was trans¬ 
ferred; that would have been shown in a 
separate entry approved by the new unit’s 
Chief of Staff. 

During his first month with unit 92 992, 
Evegny earned first-class qualifications 
with two types of light machine guns: the 
5.45mm RPK-74 and the standard 
7.62mm RPK. A squad automatic weapon 
firing the new Soviet 5.45mm round, the 
RPK-74 is believed to be similar to the 
older 7.62mm RPK light machine gun — 
possibly being a rebuilt weapon. Nuclear, 
Biological and Chemical training (six 
hours each month) is emphasized as a 
matter of course throughout the Soviet 
army, and in the same time period Evegny 
qualified in this subject, 
the same time period Evegny qualified in 
this subject. 

These qualifications are initialed by 
someone and signed, at intervals, by his 
company commander. The signatures are 
hard to read, but the commander’s name 
appears to be “Selruyam” and is linked 
with the cryptic word Skorokhod, literally 
meaning footman, here probably either a 
surname or a code name. 

An earlier entry bears a different, quite 
illegible, signature. Evegny apparently 
received a new company commander 
sometime between August 1979 and Janu¬ 
ary 1980. 

All qualifications are entered in the 
form of abbreviations, some of which are 
indecipherable, and repeatedly marked by 
the big rubber stamps so loved by Soviet 
officialdom. In January 1980, Evegny 
qualified on the AK assault rifle and the 
9mm Makarov PM pistol. 

He also qualified with a poison-gas 
alarm and in dismounted gas recon¬ 
naissance (which probably involved the 
use of hand-held detection kits). He fur¬ 
ther qualified on a weapon that was pro¬ 
bably a machine gun (pulemet), or 
possibly a gun (pushka) such as a tank 
gun. His combat duty is entered as gun 
layer ( navodchik ), although he may also 
have had NBC-connected duties. 

While Evegny was never promoted, this 
too is typical of the Soviet serviceman. 
Rank is hard to come by in the first two 
years’ service, except for those selected 
for NCO training at the reception centers. 

It appears from information in the 
book that when Evegny went to Afghani¬ 
stan, he did so as part of his unit, not as 


an individual replacement — again, stan¬ 
dard Soviet practice. By the time of the 
Soviet invasion in December 1979, he 
would have been with his unit for five 
months. Evegny earned no new qualifica¬ 
tions after the end of February 1980, 
perhaps indicating that from then on 
fighting became more important than 
training. 

Private Evegny Efimovich Bulyaev won 
no medals, received neither commenda¬ 
tions nor promotion. Those sections in the 
book are blank. Also blank are the sec¬ 
tions for recording his separation from ac¬ 
tive service and his reserve-service ac¬ 
tivities, for in the third week of November 
1980, 15 months after he was inducted 
and less than a year after the Soviet inva¬ 
sion of Afghanistan, Evegny Bulyaev was 
killed in action during the Soviet winter 
offensive. —David C. Isby 


SUPPORT AFGHANISTAN 
WRITE WASHINGTON 

The Afghan Freedom Fighters are 
reasonably well armed as far as light 
shoulder weapons are concerned — 
these being mainly .303 British Lee- 
Enfields or captured Soviet AK-47s. 

However, they are desperately in 
need of surface-to-air missiles to 
bring down heavily armored Russian 
helicopter gunships, and of anti-tank 
weaports to combat armored vehicles. 

The U.S. military now considers 
Redeye SAMs obsolete — and we have 
a lot ot them on hand. Much the same 
is true of LAWs (light anti-tank 
weapons) and 3.5-inch recoilless rocket 
launchers (bazookas). 

No Free-World nations are fur¬ 
nishing SAMs and LAWs to the Af¬ 
ghans either overtly or covertly. 

SOF asks readers to write their con¬ 
gressmen and their senators urging 
them to support the Freedom Fighters 
by making these weapons available 
through whatever means at their dis¬ 
posal. —Bob Poos 
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DON'T WAIT! 

\ *TiLL YOUR HOME 
\ IS ROBBED 


sessions Gone, and a van Lovad 
iHvW Onaa In Danger! Protect your Home 
with "AT YOUR PERIL" Decala on each 
window. Evan If you do not have an Alarm system or gun tha 
Burglar not knowing, will mova on to an easier target. 

The Burglar's greatest fear la to trip an alarm and then (ace 
The Armed Cffljen. So turn that power of fear to your actvan- 
vantaga, Order Now before It Happens to You, 

DECAL 3Vk" DIAM. la Bone white on Jet Black sticks on ln> 
side or outilde of ylais 

4 Decals*3.96‘SaveI 8 For*5.98 

"19 WAYS TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME FROM 
BURGLARY" 

Faat Delivery* Money Back Guarantee a Clip Ad. 

T & G ENTERPRISES DEPT 9824 

428 UNION AVE PATERSON NEW JERSEY 37K2 
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NOW IT CAN BE TOLD! 
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If you are too squeamish to read 
this ad, STOP here! If you are look¬ 
ing for a proven INSTANT SELF-DE¬ 
FENSE system, READ ON! What you 
are about to read is ACTUAL... 
REAL ... PROVEN and GUARAN¬ 
TEED ABILITY TO "DESTROY" your 
aggressor...BEFORE HE "DESTROYS" 
YOU! 

Who knows the human anatomy 
better than your doctor? 

Ask any doctor to ascertain that 
which we are about to tell you and 
he will agree . .. the "NINJA SYS¬ 
TEM OF DEFENSE" is the answer. 

WHY? The human body is the 
greatest gift any person on this 
earth has been bequeathed by the 
Divine Power. However, it is what 
living experiences do to this gift 
which enables the average human 
being to live a full life. 

In the Ninja System of Self-De¬ 
fense we guarantee . . . yes. . . . 

WE GUARANTEE YOUR MONEY WILL 
BE WISELY SPENT 

• you will learn gross anatomy 

• you will learn about the skeletal system 

• you will learn about the muscular system 

• you will learn about the nervous system 

• you will learn about the respiratory system 

FREE OF EXTRA COST- 
SECOND STEEL NINJA 
WITH THIS AD ONLY. 

We expect a lot of back lash from our readers . . . 
especially the squeamish ones. However, if this 
new knowledge will help to save one life! . . . 

WE WILL BE PLEASED! 

PLUS" FREE MANUAL ON "DIM MAK” 
POISON HAND DEATH TOUCH TECHNIQUE !!! 


Ask yourself: 

ARE YOU RUGGED ENOUGH MENTALLY? 

DO YOU LIVE IN OR NEAR A 
DEPRESSED AREA? 

DO YOU WORK IN OR NEAR A 
LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN MUGGED? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN RAPED OR 
NEAR RAPED? 

DO YOU FEAR FOR YOUR LIFE? 

THE SMALL MONIES YOU WILL INVEST will bring 
you a life FREE of tension ONCE YOU HAVE 
LEARNED THE SYSTEM! 

WE HAVE SENT OUT THOUSANDS OF COURSES! We 
have had only three returns. ALL FROM PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WHO SIGNED THE PLEDGE FALSELY! 

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
MORE THAN YOUR MONEY'S WORTH .. . YOUR 
PURCHASE PRICE WILL 8E CHEERFULLY REFUNDEDIII 

We warn you. The knowledge is "hair-raising". Out 
of thirty years of involvement in Judo, Ju-Jittu 
and Chinese Karate .. . comes this system. 

COURSE INCLUDES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK 

DIAMOND TIP SURGICAL STEEL NINJA "WEAPON" 

VITAL CHART OF ANATOMY WITH 

NINJA STRIKE POINTS 

UP*TO DATE CATALOG OF CLASSICAL 

MARTIAL ARTS BOOKS AT 20 TO 60% OFF RETAIL 

mrnrnmmmm. 

BUTOKUKAI 

27 West 72nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 

Rush NINJA INSTANT SELF DEFENSE COURSE and 
NINJA EQUALIZER for only FIVE DOLLARS 
Add $1.00 postage and handling. 

Now includes DEATH TOUCH MANUAL 
and extra NINJA 


* 


Nome. 


Address- 

City_ 


. State- 


. Zip. 


I am over 18 years of age. I promise to accept 
□ the responsibility of this new knowledge. 

□ CashDMonev Order DCheck Sorry No C.O.D.'s 

Foreign Countries submit Int'l M.O. or Bank Draft payable 
^ in U.S. funds. Add 50% more for postage. j 
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karate 

KEV 

eater Inquiries P PP™ s 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


* Protection in your i 
pockei or pufse. i 

* Weighs less tnan H 
one ounce. 

■ Machined Irom so;id 
aluminum bar slock. 

* Available in 
Women's size (Ms 
mod women? 

■ Men's Medium, 

Large ^lirs mosr 
men) and Eiclra Large 


$6.95 ea. 

Plus .50 tor postage and 
handling. Two KARATE 
KEYS: $14.00 incl. 
postage and handling. 


KARATE KEY, DEPT. 181B 
P.O. Box 21033 
Ft. Lauderdale, FLA 33335 

Nor iqt sal? In stales where prohibited by law. 


GUARD 

AND 


Train your K 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper Don't waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises, P.O, Box 3303A 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101 


ATTACK 

TRAINING 



SECRET SOCIETY 

IN TIMES OF VOILENCE, SOCIAL 
DISORDER AND DESPAIR, MEN HAVE 
TRADITIONALLY JOINED SECRET 
SOCIETIES FOR SAFETY IN 
NUMBERS, STRENGTH THROUGH 
UNITY, AND MUTUAL SUPPORT! 

YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR MEMBER¬ 
SHIP IN AN EXCLUSIVE SECRET 
SOCIETY. THE GRAND COUNCIL HAS 
VOTED TO EXPAND ITS MEMBERSHIP 
IN NORTH AMERICA. 

FOR PARTICULARS WRITE: 

S.L. LEE, BOX 116, POSTAL STATION “A,” 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, CANADA R3K 1Z9 


NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 




Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. AM handles taper from 1W' to 1" at 
connecting end. 12" lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Star That Sticks Every Time! 

SHURIKEN 


800 

No. 226 No. 200 No. 201 


OCTAGON Chain Style 

NO. 114 - 14 IN., 15 OZ., Black 
NO. 115 - 12 IN., 14 OZ., Black 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 17 OZ., Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN.. 16 OZ,, Rosewood 


Each 

$8.95 

$11.95 



ROUND Chain Style 

NO. 120 - 14 IN., 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 113 - 12 IN.. 14 OZ., Black 


Each 

$8.95 



OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style 

NO. 106 - 14 IN., 12 OZ., No finish 
NO. 107 - 12 IN.. 11 OZ.. No finish 


Each 

$4.95 


Martial ails Throwing knife. 
Throw like dart, 200 is 4” 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16" thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8” 
thick, 3Vi' & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 



Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI No. 9090 - $7.95 

By Ryusho Sakagani. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech¬ 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERICARD& MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED Sorry, no 
collect calls. MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN S SPORTS 

Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10— 75c 

$10 to $20-$1.00 

Over $20-$1.50 


KUZAN ODA 

Continued from page 60 


To temper the steel and produce the 
combination of hard and soft steels 
which made the blades superior to any 
other in the world, a watering process 
was used. Layers of clay were put on 
the blade to retard heating and cooling 
of the metal in the final tempering 
stages. At dawn, on the day the steel 
was to be tempered, the swordsmith 
would dress in a white robe and begin 
heating the steel. When the metal 
reached the proper color (temperature) 
it was plunged into clear, cold water. 
The clay, which had retarded the heat¬ 
ing, then retarded the cooling, leaving 
the uppermost part of the blade soft 
while hardening the cutting edge. If 
everything was done properly through¬ 
out the weeks of work on the blade, it 
would emerge from its clay shroud a 
perfect example of samurai steel. 

From this point, the swordsmith 
turned the blade over to his co-workers 
who fashioned its hilt, scabbard and 
handles. The blade’s final polishing 
might consume another month before 
it was ready for testing. 

The art of the samurai swordsmith is 
lost to the modern world. Because of 
the time and care used by these crafts¬ 
men, the blades they produced had an 
unusual amount of silicon in the metal, 
which baffles modern metallurgists. 
Without using the slow, low tempera¬ 
ture heating of the old swordsmiths, 
the steel cannot be duplicated — and 
no one is willing to make the effort. 

As the final act of the swordsmith, 
after a sword had passed the tests and 
was in fact a “work of pride,” he cut a 
series of file marks in the tang and in¬ 
scribed his name and the date in the 
metal. It is those marks which, if 
known and understood, mark the dif¬ 
ference between a national treasure 
and just another old sword. Only a few 
of the masters were able to produce the 
perfect amalgams which have become 
Japanese national treasures. 

Ironically, the swordsmiths took 
their craft to the grave, and the trea¬ 
sures that survived may lay forgotten 
in garages and attics of American 
WWII veterans — where they will re¬ 
main until found, and then either be 
returned to Japan or thrown into the 
scrap pile. The same veterans who 
defeated the last of the samurai may, 
in the end, destroy the last of their 
swords as well. 


SAMURAI—EARLY SOFers 

“Let those at distance listen; 
those that are near can see; I am 
Tsutsui Jontyo Meishu, the priest 
Who is there in Midear who does not 
know me, a warrior worth one thou¬ 
sand men? Come on anyone who 
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thinks himself someone , and we 
shall seeT 

In the battle that followed it is said 
that Meishu killed 26 men and wound¬ 
ed 11 more. Fact or fantasy? Whether 
Meishu’s battle is myth or not, the 
Japanese samurai is one of the most 
fearless and awesome warriors of 
history. 

The development and rise of the 
samurai spanned several centuries. 
Samurai history paralleled Japan’s 
progression toward a united island na¬ 
tion. The country’s bloody civil wars 
fueled the growing power of the samu¬ 
rai, who gave to the world many of 
those traditions of loyalty and honor 
and the belief there is something worth 
fighting and giving one’s life for other 
than the Financial reward — a belief 
shared by many modern soldiers of 
fortune and SOFers of the past. 

Historians divide the development 
of the samurai into three periods, each 
approximately one century long. The 
First, the “Kamakura” period, lasted 
from 1185 to 1333. During this time, 
Japan’s feudal government began to 
lose effectiveness. Although feudal 
war lords had co-existed with the 
Kyoto court for several generations, 
the feudal system began to break down 
and the land became lawless. Local 
landowners and managers — ap¬ 
pointed by the court — started to raise 
their own armies, since without them 
they could not guarantee the safety of 
their farmers or families. 

For many members of Japanese 
families, a way out of poverty and a 
chance to obtain land for their heirs, 
came by being samurai — professional 
soldiers. The birth of the samurai 
created a discrepancy, both in military 
training and equipment, between the 
professional and the conscript, pressed 
into service to serve his chieftain — still 
a problem in today’s armies. 

The samurai’s “bushido" credo 
then began to emerge as the most pow¬ 
erful in Japan. As the warrior class 
grew, so did its power, and its mem¬ 
bers took a greater part in the day-to- 
day life of all Japan. 

The second period of samurai 
growth, called the “Muromachi,” 
lasted from about 1338 to 1573. During 
this time, the bushi, or samurai war¬ 
riors, gained control of what remained 
of Japan’s imperial government. They 
quickly eliminated most of the cen¬ 
turies-old court proprietorships. 

The final period, the “Tokugaua,” 
lasted from about 1603 to 1867. It is 
the time period of the novel, Shogun. 
During this time the bushi class re¬ 
mained unchallenged as Japan’s rulers, 
although, even then, the country’s 
military leaders were turning to a civil 
form of government to replace the 
feudal system they had created. 
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silver piste $39.95 

^TiMS*r Si« CREATIVE HORIZONS 


PARKVELLE. MD. 21234 
3EB-SB2-M64 






iff 1 

Jp Ml 

1 \ jljH , 1 - V Jj 




Our latest catalog and reference manual is here Sixty 
8 V x 1 r photo-illustrated pages of U S Military clothing, 
equipment, and campmg/survival goods The finest 
publication of its type in the industry. Same-day no-hassle 
service, world-wide shipping and A 10 JUNK. Nothing more 
needs to be said SI 00 postpaid 

Southeastern Surplus, Inc. 

7202 Highway 85 Riverdaie GA 30274 



THE FINEST 
FOLDING 
FIGHTER IN 
THE WORLD 

Combining Classic 
Design with Handcrafted 
American Manufacturing 
Principles. 


This 
unique 
folder 
features an 
individually 
handcrafted 
hollow ground 
blade of tough 
154 CM stain¬ 
less. Handles are 
precision 
machined out of 
solid brass or stain¬ 
less steel AND are in- 
layed with your choice 
of five different 
MICARTAS. 

— NOW AVAILABLE — 

A Collectors Series of 6 
Blade Designs. 

"WEE HAWK" STYLE 
BLADE FROM 
COLLECTOR SERIES 

(ILLUSTRATED) 

For Brochure Send $1.00 
Dealer Inquiries Welcomed. 

BALI-SONG inc. 

3039 Roswell St., Los Angeles, CA 90065 


The butterfly design t«.. 
closed, twin handles 
enclose and pro¬ 
tect working por¬ 
tion of the knife. 

^ To open, the 

handles revolve 
in opposite 
directions to 
expose and 
positive-ioc 
the blade. 


Overall 
Length 
9.0" 
Closed 
5Va" 



Dept. SF 


DARE TO BE THE PURSUER 



Don’t be the prey — helpless in 
emergencies! Prove your power 
potential by saving others! 

SEARCH AND RESCUE MAGAZINE 

teaches you the search, survival and 
rescue skills that mean the difference. 
Subscribe now to our quarterly and 
add a super new dimension to your life! 

Mall to: Search and Rescue Magazine 
Box 641 

Lompoc, CA 93438 




L 




• “ ** 


Order now and SAVE up to SI5.00 over 
newstand prices! 

| | SAVE $15.00 on a 3 year S30 

subscription, enclosed is $27 

□ SAVE $ 9.00 on a 2 year $21 

subscription, enclosed is $19 

□ SAVE % 300 on a 1 year $12 

subscription, enclosed is $11 


Name . 
Street. 
City _ 


State 


.Zip. 
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HARDCORES] 



IN 400 YEARS... 

ths cummin foatsoldrar 
can bet quipped with 
a practical body armor 
which will atop 
the standard weapons 
of an opposing farce! 

THE BODY ARMOR ENTIRELY NEW 
IN CONCEPT AND CONSTRUCTION 

For a free brochure ontlteH AROCORPS 
fine of body armor coni act 

SECONDCHANCE 

V 

Box 578SF • Central Lake. Ml 49622 U.S.A. 
TWX BIO-291-1950 


Throughout this time, as each new 
leader emerged from the masses, he 
gained a large following of samurai 
from his shoen. Even temples and 
monastaries began to assemble large 
forces of samurai for defense, and 
troops to loan to those military leaders 
whom they supported. New problems 
were created by this growth, however. 
At times of general peace, large num¬ 
bers of unemployed soldiers roamed 
the countryside. Most stayed within 
the law, but a few became bandits, 
turning their swords against the people 
they had defended. 

Qne of the most famous civil wars to 
rip through Japan was the “Gempei 
war,” from 1180 to 1185. It is impor¬ 
tant in the development of the samurai 
because many of the warriors’ beliefs 
and creeds were created during this 
war’s battles. The war itself culminated 
in a bitter battle along the inland sea of 
Japan when the Taira forces, sur¬ 
rounded and outnumbered, met the 
Minamoto for the last time. Although 
the Taira were annihilated, they fought 
valiantly, never surrendering and re¬ 
maining loyal to their leaders until it 
cost them their lives. The samurai in 
subsequent generations always strove 
to meet — or exceed — the Taira’s 


Symbol Of 

PRIDE 



Medal w/chain $40 
Solid Sterling Silver 
18” or 24” Chain 


14k Gold $300 * 

No Chain w/Gold Medal 
PRICE REDUCED $50.00 



Josten’s 




Actual Size 

* Prices guaranteed 
while 339 last 


Wear the official St. 
Michael Medal Patron 
Saint of the U.S. Para¬ 
troopers. Exact likeness 
of the Statue at Ft. Ban¬ 
ning. Mint struck in solid 
Sterling Silver or 14K 
Gold. 


P.O. Box AC 
Denton, Texas 76201 

Phone Orders 
817-387-8511 


Money back guarantee. 

All items postpaid CONUS. 
Send check, money order or 
Visa and Master Charge. 

Sorry, No C.O.D. 


high standards of loyalty. 

The century following the Gempei 
war, however, saw both Japan’s great¬ 
est danger and triumph. Kublai Khan, 
who had taken Korea and most of the 
east, set out to add Japan to his list of 
conquests. That move would cost him 
the lives of more than 100,000 warriors 
before he died, frustrated with failure. 

The first of his two invasions came 
in 1274, when he assembled a force of 
30,000 Chinese and Koreans and land¬ 
ed in Japan north of Kyushu, near 
Hakata. There he met a hastily as¬ 
sembled Japanese samurai force. The 
samurai, although badly outnum¬ 
bered, held Khan’s massive army on 
Japan’s shores, and a wind (later 
claimed to be a Kamikaze or divine 
wind) finally smashed all of Khan’s 
ships and drowned most of his army — 
saving the island. 

Khan then assembled a second inva¬ 
sion force, numbering nearly 140,000 
warriors, and sent it to Japan. This 
time the Japanese were ready, and 
although a second “divine wind” 
again wrecked most of the invasion 
fleet, a massed samurai army was 
waiting. It held the invasion to the 
beaches, then threw it back into the 
sea. 

Although the samurai fought for 
warlords and landowners rather than 
nations, they exalted loyalty, honor 
and fearlessness above life itself. They 
accepted death as part of their profes¬ 
sion and fought for what they believed 
in as well as for pay. Their two prime 
symbols became the sword, which is 
the soul of the samurai, and the cherry 
blossom, “whose petals drop at the 
first breath of wind — just as the 
samurai will give his life for his lord 
without regret.” 

Some readers may recall those 
WWII Japanese pilots, scornful of cer¬ 
tain death, who flew into American 
ships to save their homeland from the 
humiliation of defeat. For the Western 
world, meeting the East on a modern 
battlefield for the first time, the 
Kamakaze pilots presented “a shock¬ 
ing display of the Oriental contempt 
for human life.” This inaccurate inter¬ 
pretation of the Japanese samurai code 
distorted its meaning and ignored its 
history. After six centuries of ex¬ 
istence, the modern world brought an 
end to the samurai — on the steel decks 
of American warships. 

Although the samurai are now his¬ 
tory, their code of honor survives in 
many of today’s fighting men. Those 
who carry the code as part of their own 
are the stuff from which legends are 
born — the modern soldier of fortune 
and his fight to the death against 
tyrants, —G.L.G. 
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PACK A .38 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 



• Knife, handle, and blade cover in 
unitized, all stainless steel 
construction 

• Tour hexholes — 11/32", 3/8*, 7 /16", 
and 1/2* 

• Great for the hunter, fisherman, 
backpacker, boater... skinning, slicing, 
or all around camp or survival use 

• Sandvik 13C-26 Swedish high carbon 
stainless steel blade 


Lift handle from 
fixed, locked 
position up and over blade 

Snap securely 
in place 


/nooo A safe and sure 

c —— / blade cover 

KNIVES 

P.O. Box 998v Gastonia, M.C. 28052 
A Division ol Jenkins Metal Corporation 
Made in USA Patents Pending 

Send $1.00 for fully illustrated, color brochure. 






THIS UNIQUE, LIMITED EDITION 
T-SHIRT WAS DESIGNED JUST FOR YOU 

At lastl A shirt for gun 


lovers. Wear this top 
quality T-Shirt enhanced 
with our full color print of 
a Colt. 38 Special “packed 
Into your belt.” 

• Expertly silk-screened 

• Will not fade, crack, 
peel or discolor 

• Hanes top quality 50/50 
polyesier/cotton 

• Full color, blue steel 
walnut grips, “Nicker 
trim. Ruger Eagle. 

• Light blue shirt, sharp 
navy blue trim. 

• Our trusted, money- 
back guarantee 

PRINTED T-SHIRT 
small, med., large, 
extra large 

$5.95 Plus $1.00 

post, and hndig. 
ORDER 2 OR MORE 
and we pay postage 


You’ll feel comfortable 
and look fantastic 


Dealer Inquires Invited 


SPECIFY QTY. AND SIZE WHEN ORDERING 

INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS CO. 

P.O. BOX 8411SF5 CORAL SPRINGS, FL 33065 


SUPPORT SOF ADVERTISERS 



£ ** 




r 


POCKET 


T-SHIRTS are 100% pre-sbrunk cot¬ 
ton. Printed in red or black ink.Printed on 
Black,Blue,Yellow, Beige,& Natural. & come 
in S, M,L, & XL. Specify Color, Size , Item, & 
Quantity. Send $6.95 + $ 1.25 P&H. 

sr>ec%<\\ -- 

7.95! Money B 


$17.! 


GET ALL 3 FOR ONLY 

Money Back"GUARANTE e". 


RO. BOX 2747 DER 1-A 
STUART, FLA. 33494 






Continued from page 11 


soldier he served with in Vietnam 
whom he knew only by the nickname 
of “Goodbody.” Hawkins believes the 
man’s first name was Tim. They 
served together in the Fourth Bat¬ 
talion, 31st Infantry, 196th Infantry 
Brigade, Americal Division in 1968. 
“Goodbody” was killed on an opera¬ 
tion in the Que Son Valley that year. 
The only further clue Hawkins has to 
his friend’s identity is that he is 
believed to have been a native of 
either Big Pine or Lone Pine, Calif. 


W EAPONS 

WANTED ... 

Dr. Ray L. Ferguson, project direc¬ 
tor of the International Costume Ex¬ 
hibition, is seeking weaponry — 
either U.S. or that captured from the 
enemy — from the American Revolu¬ 
tion to the Vietnam era. 

The items will be displayed, along 
with uniforms from the conflicts, at 
the South San Francisco, Calif., Sen¬ 
ior High School. All donations will be¬ 
come property of the South San Fran¬ 
cisco Unified School Dist. 



Only 2 Y 2 " high 


RADIATION 

DETECTOR 

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


• Endorsed by experts 

• Simple, Sensitive 

• Operates indefinitely 
without electricity 

APPLIANCE LEAKAGE • X-RAYS 

• ACCIDENTS • FALLOUT 

To radiation, what a smoke detector 
is to smoke. Feel secure in our world 
of potential radiation. Early warning 
detector guards against harmful or 
lethal accidental exposure. A must for 
people near nuclear facilities or 
x-rays. 

Special isolation chamber holds static 
charge that will neutralize in presence 
of radiation. Sensitive enough to 
measure weak x-ray leaks from TVs. 
Easily recharged by simply shaking. 

Endorsed by experts such as Pro¬ 
fessor Willard Libby (Nobel Prize 
Laureate and former Atomic Energy 
Commissioner) and Leo A. Hoegh 
(former National Director of Civil 
Defense and Mobilization). 

Completely self contained, operates 
without batteries or electricity. Easy 
to use and read at a glance. The best 
inexpensive detector available. 

Only $29.95 postage paid. 

Send check or Money Order to: 

RDI • RADIATION DETECTION INCORPORATED 
BOX 1223. TULSA, OK 74101 (918) 663-8075 
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COMBAT 

SHOOTERS 


now have a low cost way to 
practice with the Beeman/ 
Webley Tempest air pistol. 



• 10 Meter Accuracy: .95” c-t-c. 

• Adjustable sights and trigger pull. 

•No Pumping, No C02, No valves. 

Sugg. Retail $99.95. If no local Beeman 
dealer is near you, order from our 92-pg 
Adult Airgun Catalog/Guide $1.50 (FREE 
with mention of code SF5Y. Add $1 for 
fast first class mailing). 

BEEMAN 47-SF5Y Paul 

San Rafael, California 94903 
Phone: (415)472-7121 



HOT NEWS 

Do you need any parts or 
accessories for?, Colt 45 Auto, M1- 
M2 Carbine, Ml Garand, 1903 
Springfield, M-16-AR-15, M-14- 
M1 A, 1928-MIA1 Thompson, M3- 
M3A1 Greasegun, Ruger Mini-14, S 
& W “K” Frame, Mac, 30 Cal. 
Browning, 50 Cal. 8rowning, M60 
Belt Fed, Astra 600 9m/m, F.N. Fal, 
Luger, Combat Shotgun, Firing 
Pins, Magazines, Clips, Manuals, 
Clothing, Hunting Equipment, 
Camping Equipment, Survival 
Equipment or any of the other 
thousands of items in the latest 1981 
Cadre Supply Surplus Catalog. Has 
exploded view drawings of above 
weapons for parts identification and 
other invaluable information. Items 
listed in stock for immediate 
shipment. Don’t delay, send $3.00 
for your 1981 parts and equipment 
reference catalog. Refundable with 
first order. 

Cadre Supply 
P.O. Box 22074 SF 
Memphis, Tennessee 38122 
(901) 526-4986 


Dr. Ferguson says, “Our 17,000 
school children and approximately 
one-half million students enrolled in 
the San Francisco Bay Region school 
system will have the opportunity to 
view these items during the academic 
year.” During summer months, the 
weaponry and uniforms will be dis¬ 
played at the San Mateo, Calif., Coun¬ 
ty Fair and the California State Fair in 
Sacramento. 

Dr. Ferguson reports that a similar 
appeal for uniforms, published in SOF 
last year, received “excellent re¬ 
sponse.“ He adds that “patriotism is 
alive and well” in his part of Califor¬ 
nia. We hope so. 



AIL SERVICE 
CUTS ... 


Bad news for travelers in foreign 
lands: The American Express Com¬ 
pany is cutting back on, and may ulti¬ 
mately eliminate, its policy of holding 
mail addressed to people at AMEX of¬ 
fices in foreign capitals. 

But U.S. embassies or consulates 
will accept such mail and hold it for 
about one month. 

An AMEX spokesman said that be¬ 
cause of the expense involved, the 
mail program “is in flux. We’re trying 
not to do it anymore.” And the service 
remains free only to holders of Ameri¬ 
can Express cards. 

A State Department spokesman 
said, “We don’t encourage this sort of 
service. We are equipped normally to 
deal only with official mail, and we do 
have a problem with mail that is not 
picked up.” 

However, he added that mail will be 
held for a period of time, determined 
by the size of the embassy or con- 


LOCATE Missing Persons: Pro¬ 
fessional, proven secrets, track 
them down yourself, cheaply, 
easily!!! Moneyback guarantee. 
$4.99, postpaid; Long Survival 
Publications, 163-YY-2, Wame- 
go, KS 66547. 



Randall and Custom Knives 



coupon and send $2 for glossy color photos 
and detailed list. 

NORDIC KNIVES 
1634C-4 COPENHAGEN DRIVE 
SOIVANG. CA 93463 


RUSH Photos and List to: 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _State, 

□ $2 enclosed. Zip_ 



3-way safety: through 
♦rigger guard; thumb break; 
removable hook & pile strap. 

Revolver and auto pouches 
can be attached to each other 
in any number & combination. 

THE TRIPLE THREAT 
IS THE ULTIMATE 

In concealment, safety, speed and comfort, Designed 
by noted handgun writer, Jerry Ahern. Highly secure 
against "gun snatching" but opens quickly to owner's 
draw. Premium leather. Open end. Fully adjustable 
harness can be removed from under coat without 
removing garment. Designed for popular autos and 
revolvers. Specify model. 

95 Add $3 shipping in U.S. Foreign orders odd 
10%. Left handed, same price. Visa, Master- 
Card, phone, moil orders accepted. Fla. res. add 4% tax 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Jerky-Rig 

LSTEllS 


Hoi.: 


P.O. Box 1928, Daytona Beach, Fla. 32015 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 
A LAW ENFORCEMENT 


prepare at name] 

\ \n spare lime 
1 NO PREVIOUS 
1 TRAINING 

necessary 


1 Since this course 
I is new. arB n0 
1 able to tell you 
\ about the 

■ * e 0 OUf StU 

B i getting 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 
and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free Information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
j^men in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Oo, How to 
Do It... Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

I Everything explained in easy-tound erst and lan¬ 
guage, complete with drawings, diagrams, charts 
and photos. You receive materials and instru¬ 
ments you need to actually learn by doing 
as you follow simple instructions. You’U 
learn everything from patrol procedures, 
criminal investigation techniques — finger¬ 
prints, photography, gathering evidence 
— to traffic control, accident investiga¬ 
tion, crowd control and making arrests. 




COURSE INCLUDES 3 BIG K1T4 


CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY You receive 
camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. 
FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow¬ 
der, brushes, fingerprint strips, 
sensitizing pad to lift latent 
fingerprints. 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT 

Includes sampling pipette, col¬ 
lection bottles and bags, slides 
and training microscope. 

Plus Traffic investigation Field Kit, I 
Enforcement Fact Book, Illustrated 
Policemen's Glossary. 

Mail Coupon Today for FREE FACTS lg* 

fPolice Sciences Institute, Dept. RS051 

I 4401 Birch Street^ Newport Beach, CA 92660 
I Please rush free facts that tell how I can learn 
J Police Sciences at home. No obligation, no 
| salesman will call. 



1 NAME 

ACE 


iADDRESS 

' CITY. 

STATF TIP 
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S.W.A.T. SLING 

AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES. 
SPECIFICATIONS: 


1%" NYLON WE06INO 
IS ELASTIC SHELL LOOPS 
FULLY ADJUSTABLE LENGTH 

FOH QD SWIVEL BASES *24.95 

FOR 1«<” (MILITARY) SWIVELS . .... *21-95 

FOR r (COMMERCIAL) SWIVELS *21.95 

MATCHING ACCESSORIES 

20 RO. NYLON BANDOLEER ..... 528.95 

8 RD. NYLON BUTTSTOCK AMMO CARRIER 114.95 

20 RD. NYLON CARTRIDGE BELT 519.05 

Specify color iBIk. or O.D.) and CaUber or Guega whan ordering. 
Include S1.50 poUaga or Order C-O.D. 

Send 1? 00 lor Catalog. SASE wtb OuaiHont. 

SahalacUon or Batumi: Dealer Inqulrlea Invited 
IMPORTANT: 

Sp«dty extra long lor weapon* wnn extended magailne* or folding Mock. 

COBRA DEFENSE ACCESSORIES, LTD. 

P.O. BOX 30035 • Midwest City. Oklahoma 73110 




The Holster 
Originally Designed 
for Military and Police 
Is Now Available to you! 

The revolutionary new fold lock 
knife holster that needs Just 
one hand to use. Puts your 
knife, open and locked, Into 
your hand In a split second! 
Peh?i 5 iprij one-handedly, too. 
The Stinp iy constructed of 
durable nylon and keeps 
your fold lock-knife ready 
for instant use, safe and 
secure on your belt. Fits 
almost all fold lock-knives 
aw *■ ■ ■ (closed). 3V2 * to 5 , 
rrivl SEND $5.95 TO SF-5 
P.O. Box 490, Maitland, FL 32751 a 



THE COLT 45 AUTO PISTOL S6.3Q 

AR-15. M-16 ANO M-16A (5.56mm Rifles) 58,70 

INGRAM MAC-10 $5.50: Ml CARBINE 58.75 

The mosl comprehensive, best illustrated manuals for the use. 
maintenance and repair of these effective weapons 
Money order or credit card only*m store or by mail • catalog $1.00 
SURVIVAL BOOKS (213)763-0804 

Dept SOF • 11106 Magnolia Blvd • North Hollywood. CA91601 




2 or more 
M OO EACH 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 

ALL STATU 4 MOVINCtS 

-FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE - 

24-Hour S*r*lc« • Monwybocfc (lutronlM 
SIND ffi.OO, N*m«, Addffttt, Sex, 

Height, Weight, Color Heir, Eyp»< 
Blrthdate 4 Smell Photo. 

PUBLISHING, GIFT. DR 362 

• JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 

PHOTO ID W 


sulate involved and the volume of 
mail received. Mail not called for is 
directed back to the sender. 


S UBMARINE 

MONSTERS ... 

The Soviet Union has launched the 
biggest submarine in the world’s 
history. This nuclear-powered mis¬ 
sile-firing giant is only a little smaller 
than the WWII Essex-class aircraft 
carriers, and more than twice the size 
of the largest U.S. sub. 

The huge new sub — first of what is 
called the Typhoon class — was 
launched last fall in the White Sea 
from a Severodvinsk shipyard near 
Archangel. It displaces 30,000 tons as 
compared to the Essex-type carrier’s 
30,800 tons. The boat has 20 missiles 
with a range of more than 4,000 miles. 

America’s largest sub, the USS 
Ohio , first of the Trident class, 
displaces 18,700 tons and was 
launched in April 1979. It is expected 
to begin sea trials in a few months. 

Intelligence sources speculate that 
the Russian sub’s unusual size may 
be due to the Soviets’ plan to begin 
far-longer patrols than the two- to 
four-month periods of their current 
submersibles. Thus, more space 
would be needed for crew accom¬ 
modations, supplies and underwater 
detectiondevices. 



MAGNUS is a 120 acre facility for the specialized training of firearms and 
techniques related to self protection. Our professional staff, using the most 
modern equipment and methods, offers you some of the finest programs 
and instruction in the world. If your job is protecting others or defending 
yourself, chances are, our school has a program suited to your needs. 

PROGRAMS OFFERED; Sub Machine Gun Orientation • Assault 
Rifle & Combat Shotgun * Combat Handguns Selective 
Markmanship (Anti-Sniper) • Personal & Executive Protection • 
Survlvailst Orientation 

STAFF AND ASSOCIATE INSTRUCTORS INCLUDE: 

Ken Hackathorn 
John Miller 
Chuck Taylor 
Greg Souchik 

Plus several other qualified instruc¬ 
tors. All instructors have been Law 
Enforcement and or Military trained. 

MAGNUS 

TRAINING CENTER 

STAR ROUTE, LEWIS RUN, PA. 16738 
(216) 221-1720 or (814) 362-2642 

Send $1 for brochure & class schedule 



ATTENTION 
9MM SHOOTERS!! 

STOP PAYING HIGH PRICES FOR 9MM 
AMMO!! This is your last chance to buy 
high quality CZECH 9mm ammo at less 
than half the cost of commerical ammo. 

500 rounds—$54.95 postage paid UPS 
1,000 rounds—$89.95 postage paid UPS 
5,000 rounds —$85.95 per 1,000 postage paid UPS 
10,000 rounds—$75.50 per 1,000 truck freight collect 
20,000 rounds —$69.95 per 1,000 truck freight collect 
50,000 rounds —$65.50 per 1,000 truck freight collect 
Sample box of 80 rounds —$10.00 postage paid UPS 

Czech manufactured in 1950-60s. Berdan 
corrosive primed. Near 100% reliable. 
Suitable for all 9mm pistols, semi auto 
MACs and all 9mm submachine guns. We 
have now sold over l f 000,000 rounds of 
this ammo with no complaints . . . only 
reorders. FFL license must accompany 
each order. If you are not a dealer, find a 
local dealer or gunshop who will accept 
shipment for you. Orders with certified 
check or money order are shipped same 
day they are received. Personal checks 
held 10 days, 

Semi-Auto MAC M10 pistols and carbines 
in stock, call for current availability and 
price. .45, 9mm, .380. These are pattern¬ 
ed after the infamous MAC-10 subma¬ 
chine gun but are available for purchase 
same as any pistol. 

QUALITY PRODUCTS CO. 

Division of Paragon S-S 
P.O. Box 301 
Romeovllle, IL 60441 
(815) 725-9212. 
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Furthermore, the USSR has launch¬ 
ed the first of a second new class of 
submarine — one that can fire cruise 
missiles from underwater. And they 
have deployed two more Alpha class 
subs: the fastest, deepest-diving 
vessels in the world. 


N umbers 

vs. TECHNOLOGY ... 

Some U.S. intelligence analysts be¬ 
lieve it is time for the U.S. to revise its 
strategy which stresses superior 
technology over numerical superiority 
in a possible war with the Soviet 
Union. 

These strategists point out that, 
historically, technological superiority 
has failed in confrontation with larger 
numbers. Two examples: German 
WWII battleships were technological¬ 
ly better than those of the British. But 
the British had a 3-2 edge in numbers, 
and German battlewagons threatened 
British control of the North Sea only 
briefly. 



NAZl-Collectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only SI 5.00 
Postpaid. Order your *ize 
NOW. Our 224 page fully il¬ 
lustrated catalog only S3.00 (free 
with order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 
W.W. 82 Ltd. (F) Box #2063 
St. Louis. MO. 63158 



Jot S. Khalsa Designer — Knifemaker 
Brochure $2.00 


54 Kenwood St. Boston* Ma. 02124 
617-288-7591 




TAP & TEI Jz&ja* 


Electronic Telephone 
Device 

When connected to Cassette Recorder 
Tapes Phone Conversations. Also 
Prevents Phone Eavesdropping. 

Amazing electronic marvel Automatically starts 
and stops Unattended tape recorder to make Clear 
recordings of both sides of incoming and outgoing 
calls, and indicates unauthorized phone 
monitoring {"BUGS"). Instantly attached any¬ 
where along phone line without interference in any 
way. Warningc It is illegal to use this device for 
surveillance purposes! Only S39.50 postpaid. 

ELECTRONICS HAVEN, Dept. SF*5 
P.0 Bax &B3, drove, Oklahoma 74344 


DEPENDABLE 

FINEST PISTOL 

& RIFLE CUPS b3F| 

STEEL FABRICATED A ™ 

featuring Extended Clips for many Pistols & 
Rifles New & Old Models 

SPORTING - SURVIVAL ♦ MILITARY 
Remington, Buyer, Browning, HK. H & Fi. 
Marlin. Ek poorer and many more! 


r 

I «• 

m n < 

Ik 


“ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE" 

For answers to your questions, send self addressed 
stamped envelope. For UP DATED production price 
list, include 3 Bucks to cover our espouses. Will ig¬ 
nore inquiries without cover cost. For foreign mail, 
price is 13.75. 


D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P.O. Bo* 4579 -0'' 

Downey, California 90241 USA 





YOU CAN 

SURVIVE WWIII 


The next world crisis can be at your door any day now . . . but 
you can survive IF you know exactly what to do... . 

These books don’t gloss over the problems. They cover pro¬ 
blems often skipped by other survival books. They give realistic, 
straight answers. 


870 REMINGTON HANDBOOK — 

How to keep this survival/defense 
weapon going, parts to have, and how 
to modify it. L-19 $3.98 

MINI-14 HANDBOOK — takes up 
where the owner’s manual leaves off. 
How to strip it to replace parts, and 
modify it into a battle-ready weapon. 

L-18 $3.98 


NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL — Infor¬ 
mation that will save your life, put 
together as only a pro can do it. 
“Nontechnical and directly to the 
point. . .“Journal of Civil Defense” 

L-l $7.49 

SHELTER/REFUGE DEFENSE — The 
book on guarding your shelter against 
desperate predators. “If you ... think 
there might be a need to defend your 
home or retreat, buy this book.” Sur¬ 
vival News. L-9 $7.49 

CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 
SURVIVAL — Clear instructions on 
how to survive these deadly weapons. 
Includes decontamination and medical 
treatment procedures. L-12 $6.99 


SURVIVAL BARTERING—The secrets 
and facts that teach you how to live 
after an economic collapse, 

L-20 $5.98 

All concisely written by Duncan 
Long to help you protect your loved 
ones when your world goes insane. 

All prices include tax and postage. 
MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 

Circle the books you want and mail to; 
LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 
Box 163, Dept, FF-1 
Wamego. KS 66547 

Total enclosed: _ 

Name__ 

Address__ 
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Be Prepared! 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
Ken Hale’s “1981” 

CATALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVAL 
AND RELATED SKILLS. 


My New 32 Page Book Catalog Is Ready 

“BE A SURVIVOR.” 

Only the wise and strong shall sur- 
vive the coming turmoil in America 
.Depression, Economic Col¬ 
lapse, or even NUCLEAR WAR I? 
We cover SELF-DEFENSE, WEAP¬ 
ONS, LIVING IN THE WILDS, GUER¬ 
RILLA WARFARE, DEMOLITIONS, 
plus much more. 

If you don’t have my catalog 
yet. . DON’T DELAY! 

It's the BIGGEST & BEST 
In Its Field. Rush $2.00 to: 
KEN HALE (109 ) 
MCDONALD, OHIO 44437 
“LEARN TO SURVIVE" 
I'll send It free, If you don’t have 
bucks, But GET IT NOW... 


Sena to • 

Name___ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip 


THE PARALYZER STOPS 
Muggers, Molesters 
and Rapists ... 

YOU CANNOT PURCHASE A SAFER 
STRONGER, MORE EFFECTIVE TEAR 
GAS OR CHEMICAL DEVICE. 



• The "PARALYZER" has 
been editorialized on 
NBC, CBS and ABC 
television, in national 
newspapers and maga¬ 
zines, as a precision 
protective instrument 
that will instantly stop 
even a 300 ib- man up to 
twenty minutes. No 
permanent injury to 
assailant. Has twice 
the strength of competitive 
devices; will not dog. 


• Fits in pocket or 
purse. 

Fires 50, one-second 
blasts up to a distance 
of 8 feet. 

GET YOUR“PARALYZER" 
Send $5.95 plus $.65 
postage. Our “SPECIAL 
OFFER” three for $16.00. 
We pay shipping. 

Check or Mnnnv Order 


(OHIO RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX) 


TO: PATCO ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 5006 - DEPT. SF 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45205 


SUPPORT SOF 
ADVERTISERS 


FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT THE PERFECT BACK-UP 
FOR THE OUTDOORSMAN THE IDEAL SURVIVAL GUN 

22 AUTO NINE 

.22LR High velocity 



Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Qz. Loaded (8 Vs oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr. .25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORP. 

12521-3 OXNARD STREET 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91606 


And the Germans had better tanks 
during the conflict than did the 
Americans and British in Europe. 
However, we used Shermans in far 
greater numbers than the Germans 
could field Tigers — and Panthers 
ultimately defeated the latter. 

Some of the gear the Russians 
have is better hardware than ours and 
they have more of it. Some examples 
of areas in which we are badly out¬ 
numbered: 

• Fighters: Other than a handful of 
F5s, the U.S. Air Force has not had a 
new fighter since the F-4 Phantom. 
New F-15s and F-16s are entering ser¬ 
vice now but are having shakedown 
problems, and it may be years before 
they meet Air Force requirements. 
America is now outnumbered 7,800 to 
5,200 in fighter planes, and the So¬ 
viets are building them at a rate of 
three to one compared to the U.S. 

• Missiles: The U.S. Titan class 
entered service in 1963, the Minute- 
man II in 1965 and the Minuteman III 
in 1968. The MX class will not be 
operational until the mid-1980s at the 
earliest. Meanwhile, the Soviets have 
replaced their missile systems twice, 
are testing a new generation that will 
be in service before MX and are 
believed to have rapid reload capacity 
for their silos. 

• Tanks: The tank gap in Europe 
grows steadily worse. When the main 
U.S. battle tank, the M60, entered ser¬ 
vice, it was better than its opponent, 
the Soviet T-55. It was marginally 
superior to the Russian T-62 but is 
marginally inferior to the Soviets’ T-64 
and T-70. The Russians now have 
their T-72 in wide service and prob¬ 
ably will field a T-80 before we can get 

Continued on page 90 


NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 

Hand finished in fine silver plate (with fasteners modified to (it 
any TV*” belt). Only 
$13.00 postpaid. Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
relic collectors catalog = 
$3.00 free with order. 
W.W. #2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louie, MO 63158 



D.B.P. ENGINEERING 
Full length captive recoil spring 
system for Colt Gov. Mod. and 
_ Colt Commander _ 

• IMPROVES FUNCTIONAL RELIABILITY 

• IMPROVES HANDLING 

• FASTER RECOVERY FROM RECOIL 

• REDUCES TORQUE 

• NO MOD / FIC. A TIONS REQUIRED 

Gov.Mod. 28.50 + 1.00 handling 
Colt Commander 33.50 + 1.00 handling 
Louisiono residents add 5% soles tax 
All units have a unconditional money back guar. 


D.B.P. Engineering 


7821 WILLOW St. 
N.O., La. 70118 
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° $10000 IN -123 

A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 



THE 
SOLDIER’S 
HANDBOOK 

PREPARED BY LT. COL. ANTHONY B. HERBERT, (Rel.) 

"Americas Most Decorated Soldier" 


JUNE, 1979 


WARNING! 


WARNING! 



SOON TO BE A MOVIE. SOLDIER 

Over 1 Million Copies Sold 


TWO BOOKS 

4 BY ► 

^ AMERICA’S r 
SUPER SOLDIER 


“If you are a survivor 
of an airplane crash, I 
would hope that you 
would have The Sol¬ 
dier's Handbook in 
your survival kit; If 
you don’t plan to sur¬ 
vive, take a martini!” 

Wally Schirra 

10 April 1980 


THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK 


$ 100.00 


THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EX¬ 
TRAORDINARY TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO 
FIGHT. PROTECT YOURSELF AND KILL! HOW TO 
BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COUR¬ 
AGE AND DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED. THE REMAINDER OF THE 
TEXT IS DEVOTED TO TIPS AND TECHNIQUES WHICH 
DO AWAY WITH LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME 
CONSUMING TRAINING. IT REDUCES HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF HOW TO 
KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO 
FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE FIRST TIME YOU PICK 
ONE UP, CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND EFFECTIVELY! 
HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT EXPLO¬ 
SIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY 
ITEMS; HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILD¬ 
INGS, OFFICES. SAFES. FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND 
VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS OF ASSASSINA¬ 
TION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR EQUIP¬ 
MENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, 
THE ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT, AND IN BARROOMS. 

OR ON THE STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE 
TRICKS WHICH PERMIT YOU TO DO ALMOST ANY¬ 
THING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING IT FOR 
DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS 
AND SILENCERS: EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COM¬ 
BAT FIRST AID; PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIF¬ 
FERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, ESTABLISHMENT 
OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH TECH¬ 
NIQUES, SEARCH. HANDLING OF POWS, AND MORE! 
—BY AMERICA’S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE 
SOLDIER—TONY HF.RBFRT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR 
FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET—ALL 200 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAIL¬ 
ABLE. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METH¬ 
ODS AND TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN 
PASSED ON THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE CIA, 
DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION HEAD¬ 
QUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME 
CAN ONLY ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPA¬ 
BILITIES AS WELL AS AID YOU IN PROTECTING 
AGAINST THEM. 

Cloverleal Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER HANDBOOK by Anthony 
B. Herbert, Lt. Col. Ret., at a price of $100.00 per copy. Each 
book is numbered and will be individually autographed by the 
author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in which 
filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are received. 

This book will make a worthwhile addition to any library. Fill 
out the coupon and mail it in today. Your copy will be sent 
certified mail. Quantities are limited. Here is your chance to 
own a genuine collectors item. 
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BASICS 

Continued from page 46 


Accelerating Action 


nosed bullet with a long nose. You’ll have 
fewer feeding problems. Use five grains of 
bull’s-eye powder or six grains of 231 ball 
powder.” 

He recommends diamond checkering 
on front and back of the grip but doesn’t 
like it on the front of the trigger guard: 
‘‘It’s too hard on your leather.” 

After a short lecture on these subjects, 
it’s down to the range to begin work on 
the basics. Chapman’s course is flexible, 
but it usually starts out with six shots from 
six draws at seven, 15 and 25 yards. Then 
two shots per draw at the same ranges and 
then three. And Chapman, Erwin and 
Mayfield will be observing you closely. 

They will probably have suggestions 
and they will certainly expect you to listen 
and pay attention. 

The second day was also devoted to 
basics but the action gradually increased. 
One shot per draw 12 times at 10 and 25 
yards, then on to shooting at two targets; 
first relay was one shot on each for six 
shots and then two on each for eight 
rounds. Then it was on to firing at three 
targets, then the prone position at 25 and 
50 yards. 


Day three the action speeds up even 
more. Practice on rapid magazine 
changes. Firing while making 90- and 
180-degree turns from both left and right. 
Firing the El Presidente , a 180-degree 
whirl, and firing on three targets for a 
total of 12 shots. Up to now it’s been the 
standard two-hand practical style of 
shooting, but this day you do some one- 
handed firing, both weak and strong 
hands, and shifting the pistol from right 
hand to left. And we started firing on 
moving targets. 

On day four we started firing from be¬ 
hind barricades from both the right and 
left of the barrier at 10 and 35 yards, and 
then worked on the Bianchi, six rounds’ 
rapid fire from each side of the barricade 
at 10, 15 and 35 yards. Then we fired two 
shots from behind a barricade and dashed 
36 feet to another barricade, taking total 
concealment and then firing three shots 
from the left side of the barrier. 

Also on the fourth day, we practiced 
shooting while advancing rapidly on the 
target. Later that day we had our first real 
field problem. This consisted of firing 
from behind a barricade at one target, two 
shots, running from it to the side of a 
simulated building, blasting two targets 
from there, dashing forward, reloading on 
the run, and shooting three more bad guys 
while advancing on them. Fun. 

But the real challenge comes on the 
Fifth and final day and, although it is in¬ 
deed a challenge, it is a hell of a lot of fun. 
The first course was drawing and firing at 
an enemy target five feet in front of you. 


Smoke curls from pistols as students at Chapman Academy fire at long 
range. 


leaping behind a barricade which signals a 
target to move from the left. You place 
two shots in a bad guy to your right about 
15 yards away and then must place two 
shots in the mover. Then it’s reloading on 
the run, dashing up a staircase, blasting 
two targets down below, leaping from the 
12-foot tower, reloading on the run again, 
shooting a target concealed behind a tree 
and then popping a steel plate which ends 
the timing. 

Yes, you’re timed on this one, as you 
are on the next, which consists of drawing 


and firing two shots into a bad guy on 
your left, falling prone and firing from 
underneath a car (simulated by a picnic 
bench), killing two targets 35 yards 
downrange, running around the car, fir¬ 
ing two shots into a close-up bad guy on 
your immediate right, reloading on the 
run to a barricade, dropping two targets 
over the left, two more pretty much di¬ 
rectly in front, reloading on the run again 
and blasting one target 10 yards away 
from the right side of the barricade and 
finally one up a hillside to the right. 


Instructor at Chapman Academy gives advice on firing from behind bar¬ 
ricade. 
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The final exercise of the course is firing 
for record and qualification. It is essen¬ 
tially controlled shooting and one must 
score 70 percent to graduate. P1I not go 
into detail on the course because I believe 
Chapman likes to surprise the shooters 
here. 

Every person in my class graduated. 

The Chapman Academy is now three 
years old and some 300 students have 
passed through it thus far. 

Required Equipment 


For those considering attending, the 
equipment required is: Basic Course — a 
reliable pistol, a practical holster, two ex¬ 
tra magazines, ear protection and at least 
400 rounds of ammunition (cost $175); In¬ 
termediate Course: same gear as above 
but with running shoes or boots in addi¬ 
tion and at least 600 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion (cost $275); Advanced Course: 
everything needed for the Intermediate 
plus a concealable holster and pistol, a 
light jacket to conceal the weapon, a 
flashlight and at least 700 rounds of am¬ 
munition (cost $300). 

Besides these courses. Chapman also 
conducts a police survival course which 
includes practical training in use of pistol, 
shotgun and rifle. It is intended for police 
officers only. Chapman’s advice is to use 
duty-type equipment. 

Those using revolvers in any of the 
courses will, naturally, need two speed- 
loaders and belt holders. 

Chapman’s advice to people consider¬ 
ing the basic course is: “Wait until you’ve 
completed it before you consider buying 
any really expensive equipment.” 

For those readers who are office-bound 
in their jobs or may feel they are over the 
hill physically, don’t worry. The physical 
requirements are challenging but not im¬ 
possible. 


Average Students 

For example, our class included Gene 
Smith of Eureka Springs, Ark., who at 
age 74 is the oldest person to attend the 
school. Like the rest of us, he graduated 
and received his certificate. The youngest 
person to do the same was 14-year-old 
Heidi Lippmeier of Cincinnati. 

Those interested in attending any of the 
courses should book reservations at least 
six months in advance. The same is true 
for those who don’t want to bring their 
own ammo and wish to shoot Academy 
reloads, which 1 did and found dependa¬ 
ble — one misfire in a thousand rounds. 

Unless you’re a top-ranked national or 
international practical pistol shooter, a 
course at Ray Chapman’s will improve 
your shooting ability remarkably. It did 
mine. Was it worthwhile? Well, I’m going 
to take the advanced course as soon as 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown will let 
me. 


SPECIAL COURSE 

Besides the four regular courses of 
shooting at the Ray Chapman Acade¬ 
my — Basic, Intermediate, Advanced 
and Police Survival — there is another, 
most unusual one. 

It is conducted exclusively for 
residents of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

“We get people from all over the 
world here,” said Ray Chapman, “but 
we started getting so many West Ger¬ 
mans, we decided to open a special 
class for them alone.” —B.P. 


SAFETY FIRST 

Safety is constantly stressed at the 
Chapman Academy, although shooters 
in the Intermediate and . Advanced 
courses are expected to be well versed 
in it before they get there. 

Our class had a total of five acciden¬ 
tal discharges (ADs) during the entire 
course — remarkable when you con¬ 
sider all the running, jumping, etc., 
and the fact that 21 people fired be¬ 
tween 700 to 1,000 rounds each. 

And all the ADs were downrange. 
None of them, I’m happy to say, were 
made by the SOF staffer on the scene. 

—B.P. 


BRITISH TV CONVERTS 

John Green and Jeff Sawtell, a news 
team from the British commercial TV 
network, filmed the entire week of our 
intermediate course at the Ray Chap¬ 
man Academy of Practical Pistol 
Shooting. 

They said, “We’re here because 
there is no such thing as this in Britain, 
even though there is rising violence 
there, including gun violence. 

“Our impression is that private gun 
ownership by properly trained people 
is a good thing. We are very much im¬ 
pressed with what we’ve seen here.” 

The pair, neither of whom had ever 
fired a handgun, even did a little 
shooting after some training by Chap¬ 
man personally. And they enjoyed it, 
or at least said they did. —B.P. 
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1. I’.S. Special Forres H>. 

2. U.S. Marine Corps Insignia 17 

3. British Commando 18. 

4. U.S. Master Airborne Wings 19. 

5. U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 29, 

6. U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 21. 

7. U.S. 101st Airborne 22, 

8. U.S. 82nd Airlx»rne 23 

9. U.S. Marine Corps Heron Wings 24. 

10. Rhodesian Airborne Wings 25. 

11. U.S. Navv S.F.\.I . Insignia 28. 

12. Rhodesian Scrurit' Force 27. 

IS. British Sperial Air Service 28. 

U. French Foreign Legion 29. 

> 15. French Commando ‘Ml. 


British Parac hute Regt. 'll. 

British Rmale Marines 32. 

Waffen SS Runes 33. 

SS Deaths Head 34. 

Scotiish-Blackv ateh 35, 

Viet-Nain—Airborne Wings 38. 

U.S.M.C Drill Instructor 37, 

7ath Special Forces Group 38, 

101m Air Assault 39, 

F k plosive Ordinance Disposal ML 

U.S, A rim Ranger Insignia II. 

Special Forces—Special Operations 42. 

British—Long Range Desert Croup IS, 

Rhodesian Selous Scoots H 

S|»etiai Forces—Mike Force • *» 


Devils Brigade—Airborne 
IOth S|x*cial Forces (.roup 
Luftwaffe F.agle 
Rhodesian African Rifles 
Lovat Stouts—Scottish 
Grenadier Guards—British 
Koval Scots Grcvs—Scottish 
Scottish Rifles 
Irish (>ujr<lv—British 
Fallschirm-Jager—Germans 
I .R.R.P.—Airborne 
1st Cav.—Airmobile 
Wild C.eesc*—Airborne 
Rosa! Srots Fusiliers 
R.A.F-—Pilots Wings 


AWARD CERTIFICATES *8x11 in Color* 
C-l U.S.M.C..—Force Recon 
0-2 U.S. Special Forces 
03 U.S. Nave S.F.A.I.. 

G-4 U.S. Airborne—Master 
05 U.S. Annv Hanger 
08 Special Forces—jungle Expert 
07 Sperial Forces—Guerrilla Warfare 
0.-8 Special Forces—Weajxms Expert 
09 Rhodesian-Securits Forte 
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Oil U.S. Airborne—Senior 
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015 5th Special Forte- Group 
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C-19 I .S. Armv—Rifle Expert 
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023 U.S Navv S.F.A.I —Demolitions Expert 

024 U.S. \rtm Ranger—Mountain Warfare F'xpen 

(•-25 I’.S. Armv Ranger—jungle Warfare Expert 

C.-28 U.S. Armv—Long Range Reconnaissance Platoon 

C-27 l .S. Armv — Airborne Hath Finder 

(.-28 U.S. Armv—Hand to Hand Combat Instructor 

C -29 U.S. Armv—lleavv Weit|Mins F Xpert 
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Continued from page 86 

our XM-1 operational. Furthermore, 
the Carter administration cancelled 
the MBT-70 program and refused to 
buy the German Leopard il, which is 
both operational and an excellent 
vehicle. Thus the Soviets now out¬ 
number us in tanks 50,000 to 13,000, 
and 55,000 to 23,000 in other armored 
vehicles. And they outproduce us by 
1,800 tanks and 3,000 lighter armored 
vehicles per year. 

• Helicopters: The picture is not 
as bleak here, but it’s getting that 
way. The Army scrapped the tank- 


Hard to find used electric meters, 
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OTHERS ARE COMPLETELY STOPPING, 
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WORK OR FARM METERS SAVING MILLIONS 
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and jam-clearing pump action 

• Heavy duty 6061 Aluminum Construction 

• Multi-position stock capability SF K 
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Urban guerrilla war and 
nuclear terror in Amer¬ 
ica in the 1980's ... 

Earl Turner and his 
fellow patriots in 
theOrganizationare 
forced underground 
when the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment bans the 
private possession 
of firearms and sta¬ 
ges the mass Gun 
Raids to round up 
suspected gun own¬ 
ers. The hated E- 
quality Police begin 
hunting themdown, 
but the Organiza- 
tionfights back with 
acampaignof sabo¬ 
tage and assassi na¬ 
tion. The ingenuity 
and boldness of 
Turner and his comrades in devising and 
executing new methods of guerrilla war lead to 
a climax of cataclysmic intensity and world¬ 
wide scope. The Turner Diaries Is a book unlike 
any you've ever read! 

Author Andrew Macdonald is a 
nuclear physicist and an expert in 
improvised munitions, terrorist gad¬ 
gets, and military/industrial sabo¬ 
tage. His descriptions of devices and 
techniques are graphic and detailed. 
His scenario is terrifyingly realistic. 

THE TURNER DIARIES.. $4.95 

(Add 50 cents for postage to your remittance.) 

National Alliance Books, Dept S 
Box 3535, Washington, DC 20007 
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busting Cheyenne chopper in 1971 in 
favor of an even more sophisticated 
machine, the YAH-64. But it won’t be 
in service until 1985, so we have taken 
to rebuilding Cobras that fought in 
Vietnam. We outnumber the Soviets 
in helicopters 8,500 to 3,700, but they 
are catching up at a rate of 400 a year. 
Their Hind-F gunship is the best in 
the world. 

• SAMs: The Army tried to buy the 
improved Hawk missile but the re¬ 
quest was denied in favor of the Pat¬ 
riot. That was 10 years ago, and today 
we still don’t have either the improved 
Hawk or the Patriot, and won’t for 
several more years. 

• Bombers: The U.S. Air Force 
sought the B-70 but it was cancelled, 
as was the B-1. Now the Air Force will 
have to settle for a stripped-down B-1 
or for a souped-up FB-111H. Then 
there is the Stealth — if it works and 
if the Soviets haven’t yet figured out 
how to detect it. But the Stealth can¬ 
not be ready until at least 1986. By 
then, our existing B-52s will be 23 to 
30 years old. 

What with the Russians’ Backfire 
bomber — unmentioned in the SALT 
talks — with its cruise missile cap¬ 
abilities, the bomber gap is going to 
get worse before it gets better. 

* 
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“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
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police anti-sniper program. Because of demand we now offer courses on survival 
weapons and their use, covering all aspects, from defending your retreat to living 
off the land. 

For brochure , send $1.00 to. 

Starlight Training Center 

Rte. 2, Box 68 Liberal, MO 64762 
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BE A “GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it conies to guns. 

Your love of guns and shooting can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a safes counselor for a gun shop, 

». a - sporting goods store, discount 

house. Manage shooting club 
or range. Or start your own 
business—sell or repair guns. 


» be your own GUH EXPERT We Show 
* you how Jo buy and sell guns.,.cus- 

tomize, repair and accurize them... (it 
V / ano finish stocks. Learn all about bal- 
Iistics...black powder...how to 
*» » ■ ■ ■ — import guns. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firaarms 

License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


Fust lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your triends won't believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart induced 
in your first lessen gives you new accuracy. 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-228-2028 / g*V R 4 s 6 05 1 

(Except in Nebraska call (4D2) 571-4900/Eit.l46 
CALL ANYTIME —Operators to take call 24 houu a ,d$y 
7 days a week. No cost, No obligation, No salesman will call. 

OR MAIL COUPON TODAY! * 

North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS05‘( 

4500 Campus Drive, University Pfaza, Newport Beach, CAS2660 
Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. 
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CLASSIFIED 



REQUIREMENTS 75$ per word per Insertion, including 
name and address — Minimum charge $15.00. Personals 
are 25$ per word, $5.00 minimum. Copy must be accom¬ 
panied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 60306. Insertion 
will not be made without payment. All ads must be re¬ 
ceived with advance payment by not later than the 15th 
of the fourth month preceding date of issue. For exam¬ 
ple, the closing date for the April issue is December 15. 
We reserve the right to delete or change any copy which 
we determine to be objectionable. Please type or print all 
ads. We do not furnish proofs. Include name and ad¬ 
dress In counting number of words. Post office, zip code 
and state count as one word. Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc. count as one word. Hyphenated words 
are counted as two words. Readers of classified adver¬ 
tising are advised that SOF magazine does not have the 
ability to verify validity of every advertisement contained 
herein. Should any reader have a problem with products 
or services offered by a classified advertiser, he should 
seek assistance from his nearest Postal Inspector. 


GUNS AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE AND MANUFAC¬ 
TURERS’ PRICES. Confidential Suppliers List $5.00. Hor¬ 
ton, Box 08332SF, Milwaukee, Wl 53200. (46) 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr.. 1034 So. Claremont, 
Chicago, IL 60612. (48) 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. Wynn Engineering Co., 8600 
Hammerly, Suite 509, Houston, TX 77080; (713) 464-8170. 
Catalog of related devices, $2.00 (43) 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32” diameter, water- 
proof. 10 feet $1.00 — 34 feet $3.00 —- 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid. Other goodies. Catalog 25c. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X, Wlckenburg, AZ 85358. (49) 

VIETNAM CATALOG NO. 1. Including a free copy of a 
photo booklet “Vietnam photos.” $2.00 postpaid. World 
War II catalog No. 7 $2.00 postpaid. War Shop, Rd No. 1, 
Box 1S4, Milford, DE 19963. (43)__ 

WANTED: PATRIOTS, especially veterans, who see the 
coming national crises and desire to be prepared. Write 
for free Information to CHRISTIAN-PATRIOTS DEFENSE 
LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE SYSTEM, 
Box 565K, Flora, IL 62839 or call (618) 665-3937 day or 
night. Attend free weekend Freedom Festivals and Con¬ 
ferences In June and September on 55-acre Estate with 
over 30 classes In Food, Shelter, Clothing, Defense, and 
Finances. Free camping. Fifteen hundred from forty 
states attended last conference. ACT NOW — TIME IS 
SHORT. (43)__ 

VIETNAM CATALOG (including a free copy of a photo 
booklet “Vietnam Photos”) $2.00. War two catalog $2.00. 
War Shop, Route 1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (45) 

HANDCUFFS — Smith & Wesson $22.50 pair. Two 
$36.00. Leg Irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (45) _ 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Lockpicking, crime, police manuals, 
fake ID, survival, unusual weapons, Investigative and 
undercover techniques, life extension, strange 
philosophies, much more! Best book catalog in the 
world! 500 titles In huge Illustrated catalog! Only $2.00. 
Loompanics, Box 264, Mason, Ml 48854. (45) 

NEED NEW ID? Gef government-issued ID, new credit, 
better Jobs, new life! Compiete book catalog 25« EDEN 
PRESS, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (45) 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard Intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion, 
Mercenary activities. Sample $1.00 or $10.00 per year. 
$13.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (51) 

U.S. LEAF CAMO HANDKERCHIEF/BANDANNA, $2.50; 
3 for $6.00 A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

MAKE YOUR OWN PURE ALCOHOL or Gasahol, easy in- 
atructions on how to make. $5.00. M.J.J., 8228 22nd Ave. 
North, St. Petersburg, FL 33710. 


ARMY CAMO FATIGUE CAPS, one size fits all $4.75. 
A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

GET THE EDGE! Our manuals are now In use Interna¬ 
tionally and by U.S. military forces. "Viet-Cong Mines 
and Booby Traps” ($8.95) — written by an ex-Marine 
Recon Sgt.; “Ambush!” ($7.95) — a combat manual for 
Guerrilla warfare and urban survival; and “Land Naviga¬ 
tion” ($7.95) — map and compass reading, symbols, ter¬ 
rain association, and navigation. T.N.T. Publications, 
P.O. Box 2046, Orlando, FL 32802. 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, current issue with 
Flash & Crest. $17.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. M.C. & VISA. 

PENETRATION SECRETS, lockpicking. Easily learned. 
Professional instructions. Complete lessons cover all 
methods. Picks included. $9.95. Galo, 2931 North 
Talman, Chicago, IL 60616. 

U.S. LEAF CAMO FATIGUES, 1981 issue. Shirts 
Sm.-XLg. Pants 28-42 waist. $35.00 suit; $18.00 per piece. 
A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. M.C. & VISA. 

LOCK PICKS, complete master locksmith set and detail¬ 
ed lockpicking course. Easily applied methods. $19.96. 
Galo, 2931 N. Talman, Chicago. IL 60618. 

U.S. LEAF CAMO T-SHIRTS, Top Quality! $6.00 ppd. 
A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

DOJT-YOURSELF BUMPER STICKERS! 3 Blank stickers 
plus 502 letters and figures. $4,95. CEMCOR, Box 1307, 
Dept. SF, Commerce, TX 75428. 

BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, Enlisted $17.00, 
Officer’s w/lnsignia $21.00. A.H.A., P.O, Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. M.C. & VISA. 

TWO ADVENTURERS having mercenary, courier, and 
commando skills seeking employment. Contact Mark 
(714) 633-9328; or Jim (714) 937-1733 collect. 

HAND GRENADES, U.S. Mk 2 Pineapple Grenades 
w/worklng parts, no explosive, $7.50. A.H.A., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS. Learn how to prepare 
for the rough times ahead. Know what to do now and 
save time, money and your life. $1.00 for booklet. Outfit¬ 
ters of Survlvalists and Independents. Books, food, tools 
and equipment. 50c for catalog. THE POINT OF NO 
RETURN, P.O. Box 264, Sllverton, OR 97381. 

MARINE CAMO CAPS, NEW in Sm.-XLg. $4.75. A.H.A., 
P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

INVESTIGATOR'S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. Valuable 
tricks for locating “skips,” runaways, and persons In 
hiding. $6. COUNTEBTEK, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 
20014. (44) 

FORMER SOG GROUPIE AVAILABLE. Some old Tea and 
Biscuit Company contacts as well as some PM activity. 
WM, 8\ 202 lbs., 38. Physically fit, mentally outrageous, 
morally questionable, philosophically strong. Will ac¬ 
cept some Red, White and Blue work, domestic civil¬ 
ian/military, whatever. Usual disclaimer of no illegal 
work. Usual fees. Gavin, 256 So. Robertson, Beverly 
Hills, CA 90211.(43) 

CASINO JOBS. Glamour. High Pay. Employment Details: 
$4. Switzer, POB 726-B, Glen Burnle, MD 21061. (42) 

BADGES, police, fire and security, made to order. 
Catalog $1.50. Harris, Box’19756, Las Vegas, NV 89119. 
(43)_ 

UNIQUE FINANCIAL SERVICE. PhD directed. Straight 
facts and services to gain financial independence, per¬ 
sonal wealth. Free brochure. Achievement/Worldwide, 
P.O. Box 849-F, Sanford, FL 32771. (43) 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL Is possible. Free booklet. 
Life Science Systems, Box 299S, Livermore, CA 94550. 
(46)_ 

NFA WEAPON (MACHINE GUN) RESTORATION AND 
REPAIR. Class II manufacturer has complete shop 
facilities for restoring, converting, and repairing auto 
weapons Including blueing and parkerizing. We’re look¬ 
ing for registered “Dewats,” demilled receivers, and 
other desirable auto weapons. Let us know your needs, 
send SASE for quotes. Metrotech, Ltd., 2908 W. Rt. 120, 
McHenry, IL 60050. (815) 365-4420 ask for Bill. 


PILOT COURIER BODYGUARD escort and chauffeuring 
services available. Qualifications on request. Contact: 
Greg, P.O. Box 267, Gardena, CA 90247. (43) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Stops upto M16. AK-47. Weighs 
2% pounds. Priced $85.00 up. CWS Enterprises, 3824 
Kidd. Honolulu, Hawaii, 96818. (45) 

SURVIVE with long term storage foods. No nonsense, 
top quality freeze dried and dehydrated foods by the 
pouch, can, case, or multi-case survival unit. Free price 
lists. C. Berresford, P.O. Box 242, Beaver, PA 15009. (44) 

FOOD STORAGE — Confidential shipment nationwide. 
Send for free catalog. Long Life Survival Food Products, 
Inc., 1123 SF Pinehurst, Rd., Dunedin, FL 33528, phone 
(813) 733-5608 IBOM. (43) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC - Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols. Illustrated 
catalog, $5. BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic with 
catalog. RELICS, Box 361-DN, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
(43)_ 

PRECISION TIME DELAY CIRCUIT. Adjustable to 3 
yearsl Plans $5; parts under $10. Custom Design Ser¬ 
vice. Detweller Labs, 5429 W. Geddes Ave., Littleton, CO 
80123. (43) _ 

OFFICIAL FLAGS ALL ARMED FORCES, Rayon, Desk 
size, including base $1.91 each. American made. Same 
for all nations. Old Windsor Distributors, Rd. 2, New 
Windsor, NY 12550. (44) 

SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING—OFFICERS COURSE — 

Developed/lssued by USAIMA, Fort Bragg. Covers Dem¬ 
olition/Explosives, Intelligence, Guerrilla Operations, 
more. $300, prefer cash. Suggest registered mail. 
Delivery Guaranteed. F. Allen, Box 4625, Compton, CA 
90224. (43) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS ANdTTTnIT HISTORIES our 

specialty. Free List. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 
3107H, Nashville, TN 37219. (46) 

SOF CONVENTION VIDEO TAPE. A Two-hour tape of the 
Columbia convention; speeches, shooting match, inter¬ 
views, banquet, awards. $24.95 plus $1.00 postage to: 
BATS, 933 Central Ave., Alameda, CA 94501. (43) 

VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHERS: Will go anywhere, tape any¬ 
thing. Contact BATS, 933 Central Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501. (43) ___ 

THROWING KNIFE SPECIAL! “Pro Thro” throwing knife 
with perfect balance. 10” overall, stainless steel blade 
and rosewood handles. Sheath Included $7.95 — 716" 
overall "Pro Thro” $6.95 or both for $12.95. 3 piece knife 
set, each 7” overall with sheath $5.95. Malayan throwing 
knife, 10” overall with instructions $2.95. 24 page profes¬ 
sional knife throwing book $1.95. Please include $1.50 
postage and handling. Duffy Enterprises, P.O. Box 102, 
Bayvllle, NJ 08721. (43) 

TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON: Featured on 
TV’s "That’s Incredlblel’VNBC Nightly News. More ef¬ 
fective than .38 caliber pistol. Army/Government-tested. 
Foreign rights available. (Enclose S.A.S.E.), Quality Crea¬ 
tions, 2801 Blscayne, Youngstown, OH 44505. (44) 

WANTED: Patriotic men and women, especially veter¬ 
ans, who see the decline and possible collapse of our 
social, political, economic and military structure to help 
staff, operate, and train others for survival at scores of 
emergency gathering points made available by Patriots 
throughout the United States for this specific purpose. 
For details contact the CHRISTIAN-PATRIOTS DE¬ 
FENSE LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE 
SYSTEM. Box 565E, Flora, IL 62839, or call (618) 
665-3937, day or night. (46) 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German 
WWII relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German 
flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Il¬ 
lustrated catalog, only $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-DN, Gran- 
dy, MN 55029. (43)__ 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World’s finest tattooing equip¬ 
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
toolst. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. Spaulding & Rogers Mfg., Dept. SF, Voor- 
heesvllie, NY 12186. (46) 
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SPECIAL SERVICES: mercenary, armed couriers, ex¬ 
ecutive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando 
raids, any high risk mission possible. Professionals 
ready to serve you. Contact: PAINTER, 3027 Ruth Street, 
Rockford, IL 61103. (43) 

STREET FIGHTING PSYCHOLOGY self hypnosis train- 
Ing, exercise awareness, $3 U.S. postal money order only 
SASE 2 stamps, P.O. Box 140, Three Bridges, NJ 08887. 

m _ 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 

Invites you to join us now. Are you seeking a life of 
adventure? Register with other brothers of adventure 
worldwide. For free information and application form, 
send self-addressed stamped envelop to: I.B.O.M., P.O. 
Box 5f, Richboro, PA 18954. (43) 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 2Vz lbs. Free brochure. Write: SES (SF-3), 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 14456. (44) 

HIGH PAYING JOBS!! Overseas, domestic, offshore, on¬ 
shore. Send $1.00 for details. ICA, Box 73542T, Houston, 
TX 77090. (43)_ 

SCANNER OWNERS: “Top Secret Registry of U.S. 
Government Radio Frequencies” Unique book reveals 
15,000+ frequencies: FBI, Customs, FCC, CIA, Border, 
Immigration, Treasury, Prisons, Secret Service, ATF, 
military, etc. $5.95 ppd.. CRB Research, Box 56-SF, Com- 
mack. NY 11725. (43)_ 

GASOLINE RATIONING! The crisis is upon the horizon, 
yet few are prepared. ARE YOU? Comprehensive report, 
plus extensive Survival Catalog; $1.00. Clearlight 
Marketing, Box 2362-J, Phoenix, AZ 85002. (44) 

ROTTWEILER GUARD DOGS - The most sought after 
name in personal protection. For more information send 
$1.00 and a self-addressed stamped envelope to: ROT- 
TWEILER, P.O. Box 57, Two Harbors, MN 55616. (44) 

KILL OR BE KILLED. Train with professional expert in 
lethal methods of close quarter hand-to-hand combat. 
Combatant use of “Specialty Weapons” also taught. 
Tough No Bullshit Training. “Results Guaranteed.” 
These programs are second to none. For Brochure send 
$5.00 to: Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY 
10707. 


THE RELIGION OF ODIN - A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the ancient faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, 
beliefs, history of worshipers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of its kind, 155 pages, 9 illustrations, soft cover, 
$8.95. Viking House, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041. 
(43) _ 

BASE TO UNIT 10: “Your past is worth money!” We write 
and sell books. Results Guaranteed!! One stamp brings 
unlimited financial opportunities. Or how about a deck 
of "Marked Cards” for real entertainment: only $4.50 ea. 
(3 for $11.95). You’ll love them ... Pennsylvania Suc¬ 
cess, Box I4190-SF581, Philadelphia, PA 19138. 

GENUINE ITALIAN STILETTOS! Bayonet style lock 
blades. Small, 4” steel blade, 8-7/8” overall, $10.95. 
Medium, 5” steel blade, 11” overall, $14.95. Large, 6” 
steel blade, 13-14” overall, $18.95. Include $1.50 postage 
and handling to: Duffy Enterprises, P.O. Box 102, Bay- 
Ville, NJ 08721. (43)_ 

SMOKE BOMBS. Professional. No duds or surplus. 
100% fresh. Guaranteed. Gigantic 8,000 cubic ft., $35 
dozen. Howelabs, Folly Beach, SC 29439. (44) 

SAVE AMERICA FROM COMMUNISM^— two year study 

shows how ‘Red Rules for Revolution’ are working in 
America. Rejected by eleven book publishers, now 
author-published at last. The real enemy exposed!! 
$10.00, Herman Publishing, 15736 Lorain, Cleveland, OH 
44111.(44) 

AIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT made In Sweden Reg. 
$179.95 Now $160,00. Aimpoint 3X Scope Attachment 
Reg, $94.95 Now $90.00 postpaid. Send $1.00 for Color 
Brochure and list of Accessories. A.L.M., P.O. Box 
94102, Houston, TX 77018. (43) 

FOR SALE Ml6 BANDOLIERS. $2.00 each. Dealer in- 
qulres invited. MG Enterprises, Box 2294, Lawton, OK 
73502,(43) __ 

FORMER DETECTIVE’S SKILLS FOR SALE. Profes¬ 
sional educated expensive. I’m good at it. Overt/covert I 
work alone. Discrele action. P.O. Box 161, Heavener, OK 
74937. (45) 

INFINITELY obligated for help to get U.S. Seaman’s 
Papers and long run, non-passenger ship assignment. 
J.B., 268 Nagle Ave., Apt. 4F, Inwood Station, New York, 
NY 10034. (44) 

ATTN!! Survival School, learn survival skills, weapons, 
hand-to-hand combat, bartering, first aid and many other 
skills of survival, write for info, and send SASE to Ar¬ 
mageddon Survival School, 1570 Jasmine Way, Morgan 
HIM, CA 95037. (44) ___ 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS: Remote Control, Elec¬ 
tronic Detonation, Bugging, Wiretapping. For further in¬ 
formation send $1 to Alternative Technologies, P.O. Box 
4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. (43) 


FIND OUT WHAT the liberal media won’t tell you! Be up- 
to-date on national and International events. Subscribe 
to the Daily News Digest for the stories that don’t come 
out of Washington and New York. To obtain this weekly 
digest of information, send $19 for a 5-week trial 
subscription. A one-year subscription costs $150, or six 
months for $80. Send to Box 39027 — SOF, Phoenix, AZ 
85069, or call 1-800-528-0559. (TO) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, flags, uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar- 
burg, Wl 53012. (47) 

SMALL ARMS MUNITIONS FACTORY AT HOME. High 
volume tools to back up your firepower. Wholesale 
catalog $9.95 + survival foods, water purifiers, "How to 
Information.” (Starfire) Box 1087 SOF, San Fernando, CA 
91340 (213/365-4450). (44) 

WWII GERMAN NEWSREELS, Kriegsmarine films, rare 
Third Reich features, Allied documentaries. Contem¬ 
porary Soviet army films on video cassettes. Send stamp 
for free illustrated brochure. International Historic 
Films, P.O. Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (49) 

NEVER BEFORE IN PRINT! KUNG FU. Can your Chi be 
felt 25 feet away? “KUAN SHU: The Ancient Taoist Box¬ 
ing” shows how it can be done. Taoist internal Kung Fu; 
no meditation or breathing exercises. Send certified 
check or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $8.95 per copy. (44) 

MONOGRAPHS, an extension of “Kuan Shu.” Each Mon¬ 
ograph takes a certain aspect of the. basic study and 
gives more data and exercises to expand your training. 
#1 “CHI,” #2 “STANDING,” #3 “USE OF CHI TO 
DEVELOP PUNCHING," #4 “FORMS,” #5 “THE CLOSED 
FIST,” #6 “FORM AND NO-FORM.” Send certified check 
or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 West Ave¬ 
nue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $2.50 each or full set of 6 only 
$12.00. (44) 

KNIFE FIGHTERS - “CORSICAN STEEL,” complete 
manual of exercises for the knife fighters. Tips and 
techniques of Marseille street fighters. NEW! Send cer¬ 
tified check or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 
51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $8.95 each. (44) 

OPEN LOCKED CAR DOORS! This amazing device 
opens locked car doors fast! Instructions included. 
Money-back guarantee. $8.95 to Midcontinental Design, 
Dept. 19-6c, P.O. Box 2384 Loop Station, Minneapolis, 
MN 55402. (44) 

.50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your den, gun 
room, place of business with impressive and unique wall 
display of authentic .50 cal. shells 516” long, complete 
wlh intact copper projectiles, no powder. Original 1943-4 
Frankford Arsenal War issue, including steel links for 
continuous belt. Excel, condition. Super targe 100 
rounds nearly 9 ft. long $53.50 plus $6.00 shipping; 50 
rds. $29.50 plus $4.00; 25 rds. $17.50 + $3.00. Also have 
20mm. Joe Jelinek, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. 

ARMY RADIOS: genuine G.l. main infantry units from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-6 Walkie-Talkies 47-54 MHz $32.50/ 
pair checked, $9.50 apiece repairable. PRC-10 Backpack 
Radio, tunable 38-54 MHz transceiver, less accessories: 
$275.00 checked, $13.50 repairable. Schematic, commer¬ 
cial batter/ and accessory information included. Add 
$3.50 checked, $13.50 repairable. Schematic, commer¬ 
cial battery and accessory information included. Add 
$3.50 shipping. Stephens, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. 

GUIDELINES for Survival/The Retreat Homestead. In¬ 
cludes; security systems, land selection, food storage, 
defense, shelter, etc. $5.00, Heritage, Box 136, Spring- 
field, IL 62705. 

NEW MONOGRAPHS - much more on KUAN SHU. #7 
“BASICS OF KICKING,” #8 “BLINDFOLDED 
SPARRING,” #9 “INCH PUNCH,” #10 “ART OF INVISI¬ 
BILITY,” #11 “LAMA PALM," #12 “WEIGHT LIFTING 
METHOD OF THE BOXERS OF INDIA.” Send certified 
check or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $3.00 each or full set of 6 
only $15.00. (44) 

FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell, Crawford, Pardue, com¬ 
plete Randall selection. List prices, immediate delivery. 
Catalog $1.00. Kenefick, 19 Leander, Danielson, CT 
06239. (45) 

NEED WEAPONS? Become gun dealer at home, eli¬ 
minate the middle-man! New gun dealers Instruction 
course, 23 chapters, all application forms, $4.95; Federal 
laws, $2.00; State Laws, $2.00. Directory 500 whole¬ 
salers, $3.50. Class 3 license manual, $3.00. Obtain con¬ 
cealed gun permits, $2.00. Catalog $1.00. Reddick, 

1821 -H Bacon. San Diego, CA 92107._ 

POSITION WANTED: Ex-Captain, U.S. Army, Battlefield 
commission, 18 yrs. experience, three tours, RVN, Infan¬ 
try, commanded special unit RVN. Experience in securi¬ 
ty, passport, resume on request serious inquiries only. 
R. Edge. P.O. Box 27378, Honolulu, HI 96827. 

OFFICIAL SPECIAL FORCES TIGER-STRIPE CAMO 
JACKET with all S.F. and Viet Advisor insignia sewn on. 
$35. S-M-L Size. Sgt. Rod Hinsch, 9022 Poplar Ave., 
Cotate, CA 94928. 


CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS. A fine quality 3’x5’ cot¬ 
ton flag. Only $12.00 ppd. Caudill’s, 2896 Troplcana 
Blvd., North Naples, FL 33999. 

FOR HIRE, Vet, ’Nam 66-67-68. 5’8’\ 150 lbs., 35. Ex- 
Grunt, NCO, instructor, CIV-SEC. AR’s, LMG’s, hand 
guns, etc. Cert.-SCUBA, first aid. General Knowledge, 
most areas. High risk, ok. Passport. Military Info., 
resume, photo to serious inquiries only. L.W.L., P.O. Box 
972, Gadsden, AL 35902. 

LOCKBLADE, SCHRADE, LB-7 Bearpaw w/pouch $25.97. 
By Benchmark. Ninja knife $44.50, Moray knife $53.25, 
shoulder harness included postage $2.00. Catalog $1.00, 
free with order. Checks held 14 days. M.O.’s shipped im¬ 
mediately. S + A Outfitters, Dept. S12, P.O. Box 1097, 
Flemlngton, NJ 08822. 

ELECTRONIC NECESSITIES — Wireless microphone 

with long range and excellent clarity $150.00, Wireless 
telephone transmitter $125.00. Pain field generator 
$200.00. Details and catalog $2.00. ROCKET IN- 
DUSTRIES, P.O. Box 4336, Youngstown, OH 44515. 
ATTACK TRAINING — Complete courses for you to train 
your dog to protect your family, property, and self. At¬ 
tack training $20.00. Guard training $20.00. Obedience 
training $10.00. These are no-nonsense proven methods 
from a master at bringing out the best in man’s best 
friend. ROCKET INDUSTRIES, P.O. Box 4336, Youngs- 
town, OH 44515. _ 

NINJA — wear the ancient caligraphy symbol of this 
legendary band of warriors and assassins on a circular 
silver metal pendant complete with chain. Send $8.50 to 
Ninja, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30328. 

ADVENTURERS — clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, leather goods, survival aids, knives, conceal¬ 
ment gear, ninja equipment, MAC/COBRAY/SIONICS 
goods for your profession or hobby. Send $2.00 (refund¬ 
able) to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

GODZILLA’S DENTAL FLOSS - could be . .. but it’s 
better used as a garotte. Two steel loops connected by 
steel calble — guaranteed to turn heads. $10.00 each or 
3/$25.00 from: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

NINJA SUPPLY CATALOG night suits, climbing claws, 
foot spikes, calthrops, blowguns, reference material, 
shurlken, manriki and other difficult to locate equipment 
for the “invisible assassin.” Send $1.00 to Ninja, P.O. 
Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30328._ 

FINALLY REVEALED! The Secrets of Ninjutsu manual. 
All techniques fully shown and taught! Deadliest of all 
arts. Also Yawara Power stick fighting. FREE INFORMA¬ 
TION. Guaranteed. Pro Natural Exports, Ltd., Dept. S2, 
176 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10018. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, your design, low 
minimum. Identify, promote reward with emblems. Free 
booklet. Emblems, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. (48) 

GHOST-WRITER: Send notes, outlines, or manuscripts 
for articles (fiction and nonfiction) and novels for profes¬ 
sional evaluation, advice, and revision. Nearing’s Suite, 
526 Royal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130. (44) 

Ml FORCE ready as body guards, Investigations, Res¬ 
cue, special operations, Mercenary, Courier, and Securi¬ 
ty. Rex Long, P.O. Box 92, Clyde, NC 28721. (44) 

TELEPHONE TAPPED? Learn 10 quick countermeasures 
checks. Room bugged? Discover how TV set locates hid¬ 
den transmitters. Each report $3. COUNTERTEK, Box 
5723, Bethesda, MD 20014. (44) 

GERBER GUARDIAN retail $41. Sale $35. Gerber MK I 
retail $47.50. Sale $40. Ninja with shoulder rig retail $49. 
Sale $40. Shipping $1. Catalogue $1. To: PHMA, P.O. Box 
44153, Brooklyn, OH 44144. 

COMMERCIAL PILOT, College grad, photographer, 
diver, boatman, hiker, judo, mature, dependable. In¬ 
terested any lucrative challenging project. No freebies. 
Wright, 316 N. Wilton Rd. f New Canaan, CT 06840. 

MILITARY MINIATURES are our specialty. Send first 
class stamp for catalog. Pine Tree Hobbies, Dept. DAK, 
646 Herring Drive, Macon, Ga 31204. 

SURVIVALIST'S SHOPPING LIST — What do you need 
to survive a “sltuatien,” the first winter and beyond! 
Send $4.95 for large list to: R. Mahoney, P.O. Box 10653, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235._ 

REGULATION fNStGNtAS — All military branches + 
police, all genuine. Over 700 items including rank, ser¬ 
vice wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA psr/ches. 
Catalog $1.00 (refundable). Kaufman’s, Dept. A-55, 504 
Yale SE, Albugi/erque, NM 87106. 

UPDATED CATALOG FROM PALADIN PRESS! New & 

unusual books on home workshop guns, survival, crea¬ 
tive revenge, silencers, knife fighting, explosives, 
unusual weapons plus much more. $1.00. Paladin Press, 
Box 1307-SFC, Boulder, CO 60306. (48) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — flight* 
jackets, field jackets, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. 
Genuine Gl. $1.00 (refundable with order). Kaufman’s, 
Dept. A-25, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 
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OVERT/COVERT. Local, national, International assign¬ 
ments accepted. Three man team, Individuals. Eclat per¬ 
formance guaranteed. Dirty assignments, Industrial In¬ 
vestigations, courier, protection. Experts: defensive driv¬ 
ing, small arms. Pilot, airborne, mature, discreet. Your, 
surrogate, whatever. No nuts! Serious inquiries only. 
McDonald Associates, Box 7825, Marietta, GA 30067. 
(404) 422-7368. 

Gl DOG TAGS/MEDICAL ALERT TAGS — 4 styles, from 
$2.00. Protect yourself In the field, your kids at school; 
vital medical'lnformation handily available. Customized 
imprinting, Free brochure, Kaufman's, Dept. A-35, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

UNDERCOVER AGENTS NEEDED. Experience not es¬ 
sential. No need to relocate. Free details. The Recruiter, 
HJH organization, Suite 1325, Commerce Tower, 911 
Main Street, Kansas City, MO 64105. (45) 

SPECIAL FORCES; AIRBORNE RANGER; MARINE RE¬ 
CON; AIR FORCE PARARESCUE; TAC - 14 Original col¬ 
or designs on T-Shirts, Sweatshirts. Free brochure. Kauf¬ 
man's, Dept. A-71,504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fer¬ 
tilizer, Blast dugouts, stumps, rocks. Instructions $2.50. 
DeFost, Box 995, Prince Albert, Sask., CANADA. S6V 
5V6. 


LEGAL HASSLES? West Point, Airborne, Ranger, Infan¬ 
try, Jump Master, Nam Vet, Special Forces, Lawyer. Civil 
and Criminal Law. Written Inquiries welcome: MacPher- 
son, 3900 East Camelback Rd„ Phoenix, AZ 65018. 

D1VORCE7 Beat the racket! Literature, Newsletter, At¬ 
torneys. Support men’s lib. National, non-profit organiza¬ 
tion. MEN’S RIGHT ASSOCIATION, Box 189K, Forest 
Lake, MN 55025. 

PERSONAL SECURITY, MANAGEMENtTaND PILOT 

SERVICES PROVIDED. Retired A.F. Lt. Col., "Special 
Operations” experience, (Commercial Pilot: single & 
multl-eng., turbo-prop, jet, & instruments); B.S. Business 
& A.S. Real Estate; free to travel/relocate/llve-in with 
family; small arms marksman. Short or long term con- 
tracts. SECURITY, 579 E. Spring St., Napa, CA 94558. (44) 

COMSEC for Tactical Operations! U.S. Army Signal 
Security for wire, wireless, post, or courier, fixed or 
mobile communications. Random number cipher pads 
(2) — $100.00. Cipher matrix — $7.00, 2 for $12.00. 
Authentication tables (26 per) booklet — $25,00, 2 for 
$40.00. Tactical identifiers/code names (420 per) booklet 
— $20.00. Brochure — $.50. TAC-COM, P.O. Box 3255- 
SOF, York, PA 17402. 

SPECIAL FORCES COINS 11th, 20th at $5.00, 5th, 7th, 
10th, 19th at $7.00. Add $1.25 per order postage. Checks, 
VISA, Mastercharge. Phillips Military, West Montlcello, 
Brookhaven, MS 39601.(48) 

RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK PUPS. See January SOF. 
Large, farm raised. $125 and up. Long Grey Line Farm, 
2752 Hobbs Island Rd., Huntsville, AL 35803. (205) 
883-9814. 

GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and 
accessories for military, personal weapons. Catalog — 
$5. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (45) 

JAP GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and accessories 
for Japanese WWII weapons. Catalog — $5. ARISAKA, 
Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (45) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Style Wehr- 
macht cap with Insignia! Only $9.95. Postpaid. Catalog 
of pre-1945 relics, $5. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 
55006. (45)_ 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of silver bullion in¬ 
gots, bearing the infamous German WWII eagle emblem. 
Excellent investments! Only $12.95, three for $35. 
SILVER INVESTORS, Box 381-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
(45) _ ‘ 

SCENARIOS FOR SALE. Tell us; what, when, where; we 
determine method, man power, ordnance, finances nec¬ 
essary. For details write: C.S. Enterprises, P.O. Box 415, 
Dept. J, Hartselle, AL 35640. (46) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ITEMS. 3'x5' swastika 
flag $29.50. Set of 11 war drawings $9.50. Free list of 
records, medals, books & more. Send SASE to 
NSDAPAO, Box 6414-SF, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere, price Is right. 10 
years military, 'Nam 66-67,70-71. Expert small arms, light 
weapons, demo, ambushes, military intell. Contact: Bob, 
P.O. Box 6067, Augusta, GA 30906. 

HOMESTEAD YOUR BASE CAMP on Federal Land. $1.25 
per acre! Federal Homestead Regulations $2.00. Home- 
ste ad, P.O. Box 5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (44) 

NINJA periodicals, original design short and long sleeve 
T’s, books, training camps. For Information, send $1.00 
to SHADOWS OF IGA, P.O. Box 1947, Kettering, OH 
45429. (45) _ 

MAIL SERVICE. Safe confidential holding, remaillng, for¬ 
warding, message relay. Modest fee. Details write, 
Sonepes, P.O. Box 14852, La3 Vegas, NV 89114. 


EMPLOYMENT and information wanted. Past military ex¬ 
perience, have passport, will travel to South Africa, July 
1981, Post Office Box 422, Carrollton, GA 30117. 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true location secret. Details: B.M.D., 
Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (45) 

$90,000 GUARANTEED! For information, SASE to: Alpha 
Group, 3005A Oak St. S.W., Tacoma, WA 98439. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Cross of Gallantry or Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. Original four color 
form. (Not a photocopy). Suitable for framing. $3.00 
each, both $5.00. John Berndsen, 909 Noah, St. 
Louis.MO 63135.________ 

BUILT TO KILL. Boot knife 6”, full tang, 440 stainless, 
red, white, black Mlcarta. Lifetime Guarantee. Totally 
custom made by local maker. With sheath $20.95. 
Cheaper than an epoxy-handled imported boot. Dealers 
needed. CIC, Box 1006, Decatur, IL 62525. (46)_ 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS Bought/Sold/ 
Traded. Current list 50c: Subscription 8 Issues $2.50. 
Vernon, Box 387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (54) 

SILENT, LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND - The 
blowgun ... an exotic weapon from the past for the 
adventurer of today. Substantial aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec¬ 
tiles. The complete system $18.50 postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

COURIER, Bodyguard, executive protection. Experienc¬ 
ed, anonymous, descreet & effective. WM, 5’10”, 165 
lbs., expert karate, uendo, laldo, Unite, small arms. Ex¬ 
cellent legitimate cover. David Westman, P.O. Box 3172, 
Bellingham, WA 98227. (48) 

SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE Is now a reality - to learn 
what is being done to legally obtain our freedom, write: 
Southern National Party, P.O. Box 18214, Memphis, TN 
38118. (45) _ 

S.W.A.T. TEAM, just for fun. Should live 40 miles near 
Beloit, Wisconsin. Send resume for details to: Team, 
2114 Alton Ave., Rockford, IL 61109._ 

ATTENTION SOPERS: U.S. Customs reverses ruling! 
Hackman Balisons back in stock! To celebrate, we offer 
you our Lowest Quanltlty Prices Ever! Stock up & save. 
$19.95; 3/$49.95; 6/$69.95; 12/$155.95; 24/$287.00. (Add 
5% Shipping.) Black & Red handles (specify.) Genuine 
”GS Fighting Knives” (British Commando’s). Manufac¬ 
tured 1976 for British Defense Ministry. NATO Specifica¬ 
tions #4658827. Complete w/Brass-tipped scabbards. 
$29.95. Tubest Commando Survival Wiresaws (France). 
3-in-l blade construction. Rust-resistant & non-clogging. 
35”x.095" O.D. x 1.5-ounces. $4.95. Genuine Kabar "T” 
Shirts, Impossible to wear. $5.95. Doan’s Magnesium 
Flrestarters. $4.95; 6/$25.25; 12/S44.55. (Add 10% ship¬ 
ping to above prices.) Survival Knives! Select-Quality 
swordcanes, hideouts, daggers, hollow-handles, 
USMC’s, USAF’s, fighters, throwers, balisons, icepicks, 
razors, whetstones, and more. 100%-Satisfaction-Guar- 
anteed, w/Dlscounts to 35%, and monthly SOF Specials, 
Plus Free Gifts w/all orders! Photographic (40+ page) 
Catalogue now Half-price! Only $1.50/Airmailed. 
SELECTLINE, Box 391SP, P.C., HI 96782. (Catalog- 
Holders: Olsen #264BT, $19.95 postpaid!) 

MERC FOR HIRE. All offers considered. Send to: M.T.S., 
P.O, Box 218, McPherson, KS 67460. (44) 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY: Interested In survival security & 
preparedness?. Phone (714) 756-4940 & leave name and 
number or write: P.O. Box 2589, Rancho Santa Fe, CA 
92067, 

SURVIVAL CAPSULE: Super heavy duty plastic, made 
for U.S. Military. Screw cap, airtight, waterproof, re- 
sealable. Vh" diameter X 21 inches deep. Perfect for 
burial or storage of gun parts, ammo, medical supplies 
etc. $4.50 ea. postpaid. Quality Products Co., Box 301S, 
Romeoville, IL 60441. (815) 725-9212. (44) 

SURVIVAL RATION — gives constant supply of 
energy— maintains trim fighting weight. 7 oz. sample 
$5.00, 5 lbs. (approxitely 10 days ration) $26.75, 10 lbs. 
$47.33, 20 lbs. $91.82. Postage Included. Prices reduced 
for larger quantities. Catalogue of unusual Items from 
South Pacific and Asia $1.00. TRADERS PACIFICA LTD., 
821 Cooke St., Dept. SF, Honolulu, HI 96813. 

JOIN SOCIETY OF GENIUSES, $5.00. Attractive wall cer- 
tlficate sent free to members. Box 5642, Arlington, TX 
76011. Attn: SF. 

BUGGING, PHONE PHREAKING: Preassembled/Proiect 
Kits complete with all needed component accessories, 
easy to follow instructions, Much More! Send $1.00 for 
most fascinating catalogue of ’Confidential’ electronic 
devices available anywhere! T.O.N.T.I. Systems, 537 
Jones, No. 8816, San Francisco, CA 94102. (49) 

LOCK PICKING, bugging, burglar alarm systems defeat 
— Much More! — Latest information and Professional 
supplies & equipment — No Rip-Offs — Guaranteed Sat¬ 
isfaction! Send $2.00 (refundable) for catalogue. Now 
While It's Still Legal to: L.A.N.D., l-S 625 Post St., San 
Francisco, CA 94109. (49) 
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QUALITY! Original Military Spec. 100% Virgin Wool. 

Fully lined, LEATHER SWEAT BANDS. 

Regimental Stiffener for Flash. 
Ideal protection year round. Widest selection 
anywhere. Protected name tag inside, Same as 
N.A.T.O. Armed Forces use. Move to the Beret look 
and observe the admiring glances! 
State Hat Size or Head Measurements 
Colors—Special Forces Green, Ranger Black 
Airborne Red, & Maroon 




Latest Imported Price from Canada $14.95 
U.S. Official Camouflage Berets. $13.95 

Contents One Unit, 

One Red Lens 


FINEST 


MILITARY BERETS 


RAPPELLING ROPE 

CRITICAL APPLICATION 


STARSTROBE 

A must for all outdoors People 



$49.95 ppd. 


Should you climb with Seconds 
or irregulars??? 

This is genuine U.S. Army climbing and rappelling 
rope. U.S. ARMY FIRST QUALITY. Many Uses 
S.W.A.T. Teams, hikers, campers and many 
others. 

We ship it in original 120-Feet Coils. O.D. color. 


si 



c 9 ooo $24.95 ppd. 

The all purpose Distress Signal Light! 
Brilliant Flashing Light. Safe to use in¬ 
side or on top of vehicles. Can be 
hand held. 360° long distance visibil¬ 
ity. Waterproof — floats upright. All 
solid state. Uses 2 C-cell batteries. 

Contents One Unit, One Stand, 

One Red, One Amber Lens 

Another member of Star Strobe is 
coming. This model is the C7000 and 
the price will be $21.95. (Without 
stand and amber lens.) 


AMERICAN MILITARY PRODUCTS 


1818 Wilbur Road 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Money Back Guarantee. A 

All items Shipped Postpaid. 

Send Check, or Money Order. 


Free Catalogue included 
with Orders 
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AFGHAN 
FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS’ FUND 
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Buy a Bullet, 
Zap a Russian 
Invader 



AH funds collected will be donated to an Afghan resistance group 
selected by the SOF staff. 

These funds will be used to purchase arms, ammunition and 
medical supplies depending on the specific need of the Afghan re¬ 
sistance group receiving the funds. 

No funds collected will be expended for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductible/ 

Send your donation to: 


Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 


Copies of above poster 17”x22” available. Send $2.00 to: Afghan 
Poster, Soldier of Fortune Maga^ne, Boulder, CO 80306. 



















